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Rejection Of Bill Was A Disappointment

MR. MIDDLETON’S REPORT

THE news that the Legislative Council had not passed the Bill to amend the Native Administration Aet, 1905-1947, must
have had a profound effect on West Australian Aborigines, Native Affairs Commissioner S. G, Middleton said in the depart-

ment’s annual report.

It may not have been the pinnacle of legislative architecture, but it contained many urgentiy-needed amendments, the

report said.

“They had read and heard | tralhia the native population |
of the promised new deal | was himited to part-time em-
that —they were (o —peceive + ployment at current—wagus
through legislative direction, | lor the mixed-bloods ol the
and the -news that the Bill|south and permanent em-
had not been passed must | pioyment on stations [oi
have had a profound effect|little better than pocket-
on them. money and keep for [full-

Missions | bloods. 1 |
. But there was evidence ol

Mr. Middleton said the| g iohy improvement, said M

most pleasing of recent de-| nfiddleton. From no wages

velopments was the acceler-
ated habilitation of the
missions through bigger sub-
sidies, grants-in-aid to covel
capital expenditure, and
technical help [from other
departments.

_ The Education, Health and
Public Woarks
had contributed considerably
towards the improvement ol
facitities for the

Departments |

i

at all up to 1949 many Abor-
irinal stockmen were now
recelving 1vu to a lew
pounds a week and Keep l[ol
themselves and their depend-
ants on northern stations
In the south the number

L of mixed-bloods receiving the

education, |

health and accommodation of |

Aboriginal children

Native Stafls
Seven people of part Abor-
iginal descent were employed

Ant clerteal and wellare dutes
in the field, and lour more
were doing clerical work at

Head Oflice.

In general principles their
wares and working condi-
tions were in line with those
of other public servanis.
Their work was satisfactory
in every way, and the prac-
tice of employing people ol
Aboriginal heritage to re-
place white stall in the de-
partment was being extend-
ed at every opportunity.

Settlements
It had long been felt de-
sirable that the department

should be relieved of respons-
ibility for the administration
and management of pastoral
and agricultural properties,
Mr. Middleton said, mainly
because it had found that
such responsibilities had
seriously hampered the func-
tions of the department’s
welfare officers stationed on
these properties,

Accordingly, the depart-
ment had relinquished its ad-
ministrative responsibilities
on several stations and set-
tlements.

The report makes special
mention of the Moola Bulla
settlement. The department
had found this an adminis-
trative bugbear, said Mr.
Middleton, and had asked the
Government to relieve it of
the responsibility.

Cabinet had agreed to do
this, and it had directed that
Moola Bulla be closed.

Sites had been selected,
ﬁaptl the department was con-
% “sldering proposing the estab-
lishment of an institution

near Hall’'s Creek for chils

dren and a rationing depot
for aged adults some distance
away.

Employment

In most of Western Aus-

basic wake l(and sometimes
more) seemed to be 1Increas-
INg.

But by and large the Abor-
igines were still a sub-stand-

ard section of the commun-
ity, living in substandard
conditions, dressed In rai-
ments of civilisation; mere
caricatures of white men 1n
many cases, bearimg a cross
of apathy and neglect ob-
vious in their bearing, atti-
tude and appearance, said
Mr. Middleton
Education
Mr. Middleton said natives

in this State were enjoying
better education opportuni-
ties. The pgateway to prim-
ary, secondary and even ter-
tiary education was now
wide open to them through
Government and mission
schools, through hostels (ol
young people at high and
technical schools, and
through the f(ree university

There was a marked In-
crease in the number of chil-
dren of both sexes who guali-

fied during the year I[or
admission to sec ondary
schools, and several were
studying for their Leaving
Certificates.

They had every prospect

ol success.

Compulsory education was
enforeed, and some parents
who wilfully kept their chil-
dren from school had to be
dealt with.

But most native parents
were eager to give their chil-
dren a good primary educa-
tion and were keen on sec-
ondary education — particu-
larly as the department
usually bore the cost.

Health

Mr, Middleton said the
medical treatment of Abor-
igines was most satisfactory,
largely because of the Health
Department’s fight against
colour prejudice in the hos-
pitals,

Non-government hospitals
and medical staffs could nol
he made to observe colour
equality, but with a few iso-
lated exceptions they con-
formed with Health Depart-
ment policy.

Housing

Most natives considered
that TMregratonr-walhoaxhile |
people In private housing
would do a lot to solve racial |
tension problems, yr. Mid
dieton said

INatives wanted betta
housing and were under no
1Hlusions. They saw ahead

long uphill pull

As most ol them saw 1t
better housing meant bett
ppportunities for them and
their children

Government recognition of |
Aborigines’ right to a share
in the Government's housing
scheme had met with 2|

mixed reception, but gener- |
Iy tThe public reaction was|
Mmost cncouraging

Three workers houses had
eI
at York. The occupants had

clearly shown they could

l-:rr‘[r the houses In & Satiss |

factory condition.
Newspaper

One of the
features ol the self-emanci-
patory trend ol native activi-
ties in the State during the
yeal the successful In-
auguration of the “"Westra-
han Aborigine,” Mr. Muddle-

to sai1d

Was

Katanning Work
The Native
Welfare Committee's [first
annual report was a record
of an outstanding contribu-
tion, said Mr. Middleton
The Katanning report
showed that people supplying
natives with strong drink
were one of the committee’s
biggest headaches.
Incidentally,. the commit-
tee asks people not to throw
awav old garments, but to
give them to the committee
to sell to raise funds for
cottages for Aborigines.

Katanning

Conclusion

Here 18 Mr, Middleton's
conclusion.
“Thus it will be seen thal
progress may be reported.
“The trace elements ol
common sense, justice and
the tacit acknowledgment of
the dignity and worth of
natives as members of the
human race are being more
liberally sprinkled on the
hitherto barren soil of
apathy, neglect and colour
prejudice with healthy re-
sults,
“The fortunately
cannot now implement any
policy other than that of
assimilation, which it has en-
dorsed at the national and
international level.
“Dispersed throughout the
State in family groups living
on the stations and the oul-
slirts of our cities and towns
as members in, but seldom
of, our white communities,
natives cannot now be segre-

State

allotted to AbLoOrigines |

most significant |

B T T L i

gated
and the sensible way to re-
move the social weeds they
unfortunately
S0 many cases-at the moment
s the
being followed.

“The solution to what has

A
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“The loss of these amendments was a bitter blow to the natives and to our administration of their affairs.

HIS DANCING IS A LECEND

Frank Mippy, of Narrogin,

the South as one

of WA's. keenest

is well-known throughout
dancers.  He

never misses a dance at Narrogin, and often goes to
York and Perth for Coolbaroo dances. He is a lively

figure on the dance foor
yvears are o long way heh

even though his teenage
ind him now. He s seen

here dancing with Mrs, Ester Kelly, of Willlams.

on any grand scale;

represent in

that

LS

obvious one

western a

leading ladiesw

# our department

. frocks, furs, millinery

ing wear, bridal we

sportswear, hosiery, accessories and

maternity wear,

corotl

fashionwear

always been regarded as
“The Native Problem” in
this State is, consequently,

only a matter of time — and,

of course, money."

Reglstered at the General Post
OMce, Perth, for transmission by
post as a periodiecal,
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High Praise To Missions

Given By Annual Report

NATIVE Affairs l)vpurtmi-ni Central District Officer
work of the missions in his section of the tiﬂpurtnwnl s annual

praised the
report for 1953-54.

Mr.

A. MclLarty

McLarty said he did not wish to single out any mission or mis-

sionary for special mention, but felt he would like to take the uppnrtunir‘f

of expressing his appreciation of the work of Mr.

and Mrs. R. S. Schenk,

of the United Aboriginal Mission at Mt. Margaret.

“TThe mission itself stands
as a tangible memorial to
their work: but the real
acknowledgement Is to be
found Iin the hundreds of
natives who have benefited
from their assoclation with
these two great - hearted
people,” he said.

Reéseérves

Mr. McLarty called atten-
lion to complaints from
Aborigines about life on re-
Serves more particularly
in the Murchison sub-dis-
trict. Many had asked to be
helped find housing or camp-
iIng space away [rom the
reserves.

that police, health authori-
ties, local authorities, ete.,
would not leave the reserve-

cCausoe

awkward,

would not be able

discrimination,
cited
the
A common complaint was |y

colour

legislation has the effeect ol
quelhng this I[rendly attj-|
tude and has often been the
ol embarrassment to
hoth white and coloured %

The officer had reported
the case of a country cricket
match in which one team
fiflded five Aborigines. After
the mateh-—came the usual
round of social drinks in the
local hall and the usual
painful si1lence

realised
cricketers
to join in.
contrast to the official
Mr. McLarty
cases in which
people showed

break down

Ww hen
that some of

everybody
the

Bj

many
ordinary

desire  to

harriers

(ne instance was a public

subscription that raised over

dwellers in peace. Mr. Mc- |60 for the tracker Pom-
Larty said wusually these | pom who led the party that
people’s visits were justified, [ tracked down a New Austra-
but they were too often|lian who had been lost in
IH'UHTILH.‘ and AI'TORMANT, show- the bush {or eleven 'iﬂ}'lﬂ 151
ing lack ofl I‘tillhilh‘r'ﬂilnrl for | April

Aborigines as human beings
Another complaint was |

that living on reserves

barred natives [rom receiv-

ing unemployment Iu*nr-tihi

People Friendly,
Law Hostile

On public relations, Mr.
Mcl.arty quoted a report by
the Assistant District Off-
cer, Eastern Goldfields sub-
district:

“The peneral attitude of
the goldfields townspeople is
one of genuine sympathy for
bush natives and less ad-
vanced workers, and [riendly
equality for the assimilated |
caste natives

Discriminatory |

“It was a surprise to me

| to learn that not long after

READ THIS
You can advertise In

“Westralian
Aborigine”

Rates are 6/ 6 »
single column Inch or
/- an Inch, for con-
tracts of 100 inches or
more, For information
write to Coolbaroo
League, 102 Beaufort

Street, Perth.

Ukulels
over

lar sesasion.

BILLY BARNES—Teacher of Guitar
is haard ever

Stations 6PR, 6TZ,
“"Hadio Round-up.”” Tune in to this popu-

is outstandin

| this feat the Police Depart-
' ment apparently decided that
the retention of a tracker at
this station was unnecessary,
as Pompom's services were
dispensed with," he added,

Iliness

Health surveyvs of the
Murchison and Eastern Gold-
ficlds sub-districts showed a
serious incidence of influenza

sometimes fatal.

Poor sanitary conditions
led to a considerable amount
ol gastro-enteritis

Scabies was also common,
especially among children,

Another common COm-
plaint caused by poor living
conditions was dealness,
mainly among children.
Touring doctors found dozens

of children with perforated
eardrums
Most of the illness. was

found among outback Abor-
igines and station emplovees.
Aboriines o the msstons
were much healthier

Employment Plan

Mr. McLarty said a survey
of native employment in the
metropolitan area had led to
a practical system of arrang-
e employment

Prospective  inmates ol
McDonald and Alvan House
would be tested by vocation-
al puidance officers attached
to the Education Depart-
moent, and on their findings
and recommendations would
depend the type of education
iwhether technical or com-
mercial) the inmate will re-

CeIve,
When it is time for the
inmate leave school, wel-

and
maorning
In

Sunday
6CI at 9 a.m.

J.M.G. Guitars have proven very popular for all orchestral, solo
and hill-billy playing. They carry sufficient power
a dominant modern rhythm wherever necessary. As well,

pearance the J.M.G,
due to Its beautiful finish and fittings.

maintain
in ap-
instruments

to

amongst other

NICHOLSONS

PERTH -

FREMANTLE -

KALGOORLIE

- BUNBURY

Refrigerators

at Special Terms
for aborigine families

So that aborigine families can
benefit by the use of refrigeration
woe will supply on Special Terms
CHARLES HOPE Kerosene oper-
ated Refrigarators to those sub-
mitting suitable reference.

£121

.itﬂ deposit — Monthly payments

MALLOCH BROS. LTD.

50-54 WILLIAM STREET —— PERTH

fare officers will consult the
Commonwealth Employment
service to find suitable em-
ployment —as— recommended
by guidance officers.

A tabulated index ol ave-
nues of employment for
Aborigines in the metropon-
tan area has been prepared,
and when the office is
ahle to arrange employment
the native will be referred to
the Commonwealth Employ-
moent service.

because of the low chance of
re-emplovment,

In the Eastern Goldfields
sub-district, wages were het-
ter in the towns than on the
stations. Town workers re-
ceived the basgie waee or
more, and competed keenly
with white

WOrkoers.

A Dirty Trick
Some employers were un-
scrupulous, Mr. _NclLarty
said. They offered
wages and keep, then pro-
vided poor food and no payv.
The victims usually did not
realise this until it was too
late, and then Eu‘t'r;:h'tl Il as
their lot. Often they spoke
poor lknglish, and could give
only wvague details to Hw
patrol officers,

Hence, 1if the employers
were  tracked down  they
could put over a good story.

Woodcutters were the
most  [requent  victims ol
this trick. The Forestry De-
partment had promised to

help stamp the practice out.

Otherwise, said Mr. Me-
L.arty, employment condi-
tions were reasonably satis-

[actory compared with white
people’s conditions,

. Housing

housing short-
the Murchison
sald Mr. Me-

The worst
AZe WHS In
sub-district,
Larty,

In the Eastern Goldfields,
there was little need for
extra housing except per-
haps at Southern Cross and
sperance.

The Housing Commission
was doing a lot to alleviate
the position.

Welfare Centre

Mr. McLarty referred
again to"the urgent need for
a native recreation and wel-
fare centre in Perth, The
executive  members of the
New Coolbaroo League had,
to his knowledge, been the
only people to act in this
matter. They had been en-
gaged in an unremitting, but
80 far unsuccessful, search

for suitable premises.

not |

Mr. McLarty noted that
melropolitan employers were
generally much more fussy
about education than about
colonn

In the Murchison sub-dis-|
trict, it was now harder to
obtain jobs—Mr. MeLarty T
advised natives not to try
migrating lrom job to job

ul H]":i l

Held Over

THERE are shil big sec-
tions of the Native AJratrs
Department's report that we
have not published. For
Space reasons we cannot do
full justice to them in the
one 1ssue.

These reports include g
report by Southern IDhstrict
Officer O, R. Wright Web-
ster, uand also reporls om
Department hostels (Alvaw
House and Mc Donald
House )

They will b
the neaxt 1ssue.
S ———— - -
LATE NEWS: As the
Westralian  Aborigine went
to press it was learnt that
the Northern Mining and
Development Co, is in seri-

ous danger of having to dis-
solve,

published in

i i i G . g S i i g .

A Pell

Charlle
has been nomin-

Mr.
(nhove)
ated for the
general secretary
W.A. Locomotive
Drivers', Firemen's
Cleaners’ Union,

Mr, I’ell is the only fire-
man nominated, The others
are engine drivers,

If he Is elected he will
be the first Aborigine ever
to be n secretary of this

“union.

He has heen a delegate
for the unfon on the Aus-
trallan Labour Party, and
on the Labour Day Com-
mittee. He Is o steward
for East Perth,

position of
of the
Engine
and
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Jeers Gave Way
To Admiration

THE seriousness of trachoma, particularly
among Aboriginal children, was generally recog-
pised now, North-West District Officer F. E. Gare
said in the Native Affairs Department’s annual
report.

About a year ago, many people thought noted
eye specialist Dr. Ida Mann was exaggerating
when, after a survey, she stressed the danger and

prevalence of this disease, said Mr. Gare.

Since then most people had | nected to an ablution block

come to admire Dr. Mann's |
zeal. and the way she and
the Health Department had
tackled the problem.
Influenza had caused sev-
eral deaths during the year
- mainly among old people

Missions
Carnarvon: Mr. Gare Sald
the progress made by the

Carnarvon mission since |if
was established seven years
ago was remarkable. Not
the least of its achievements
had been the changed atti-
tude of the average citizen

of the district to the eduea-
tion of native children

Trachoma was more preva-
lent than it should be, and
the mission needed beller
drainnee-to Roep hygiene up
to the mark

Jigalong: The absence ol
dormitories for the children
was making it possible that
people would drift away
from Jigalong Mission, Mr.
Gare said.

The mission
for funds to install an ade-
quate water supply, and this
would justify a bigeer bulld
Ing programme

The fortitude of the mis-
sion's small staff was ad-
mirable, and it justified the
granting of more [unds,

had applied

Reserves
The department had ob-
tained money to improve re
serves in the district, Mr.

Gare said

Treasury approval [or con-
veniences for the use of out-
patients attending the Port
Hedland native hospital had
been granted, though on o
reduced scale,

Similarly, funds had been
available for some time for
work on the Onslow reserve,

The departiment was carry-
ing out minor improvements
on the Carnarvon reserve.

At Roebourne a big im-
provement had taken place
over the past yvear. A wind-
mill now filled a '.i'“lf}”-ﬂ:!”tlll

 Co. The Edugation—bepart:

tank, which in turn was con-
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UAN \ rexn

for all your . . .

S PERSONAL
S HOUSEHOLD

S SPORTING NEEDS

with laundry space and a
septic system lavatory
Recently the prohibition |

against Aborigines using the
“12-Mile" forestry reserve
near Port Hedland had been
cancelled, and it was hoped
it would soon be gazetted as
a native reserve,

_Edt;cﬁan

Mr. Gare said institutes on
the lines of the mission at
Carnarvon appeared to be
the most effective way ol
providing education because
of the scattered nature ol
the population.

The gap was at Yandyarra
Station, owned by the North-
ern Mining and Development

ment was hesitant to send
teachers to the station be-
cause the future ol the com-
pany seemed to be In doubt,

Fducation facilities were
sfill not satisfactory in the
district. But some progress |
had been made.

Unemployment

The report indicated thal
Aborigines did not have
much bargaining power on
the Roebourne Tableland,

but were considerably better
off in the Pilbara district

In the Roebourne district,
wages were poor (with not-
able exceptions) and living
accomodation was not pro-
vided, Mr. Gare said.

White residents (many of
them employvers of Aborigin-
al labour) objected strenu-
ously to the proposal to open
n school for native children
At Roebourne.

Mr. Gare said it was prob-
able that when the Roe-
bourne school opened there
would be an influx into the
town. This would mean
worse unemployment and
wage cuts in the town itself.

“Fven now it is hard to
credit how some families sub-
sist on the wages paid,” he

siid,
A suitable institution at
Cossack would allow  chil-

2ICIIOIOOVIOOOOOOOO
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Homework for the McDonald House boys Is no burden — they are keen to get

on o~ the world.

Pictured studying are, from left to right, Don Clineh, Ted

Penny, Howard Thomas, Phillip Prosser and John Nanoup. When they are not
studying the boys play football, badminton, basketball, tennis and a host of other

dren to study there while
their parents worked where
theyv liked, he added.

Yandyarra

The Northern Develop-
ment and Mining Co. rman-

aged by Mr. Don McLeod
editor) employed - 360
| Aborigines in.  the Pilbara

district, but it had previously
employed 600, Mr. Gare said.

It appeared to be in fin-
ancial difficulties and 1tS
future seemed uncertain,
The company could no longer
buy enough food, tobacco
and other necessities.

A sister [rom the
Department surveying the
district for trachoma had
reported that the children
and old people at Yandyarra
were healthier than any-
where else she had seen

It seemed likely then, said
Mr. Gare, that producers
would tend to drift away be-
fore non-producers, leaving
the establishment in a seri-
ous position

Many who had left the
station had continued mining
on their own account —some
at Moolyvélla and others at
Nullagine. The situation was
being watched closely.,

Health

Prejudice

The Assistant District Ol-
ficer, Pilbara, had comment-
od scathingly on the parrow
and prejudiced attitude of
the average white resident
1t Roebourne, said Mr. Gare.

He had contrasted it with
Port Hedland, where th®e
natives were treated as
equals and there was little
exploitation.

In no other town was bias
as bad as in Roebourne.

More and more Aborigines
woere being granted certifi-
cates of citizenship rights or
exemption. The artificial hne
that present legislation drew
between these people and
those without certificates
was to be deplored.

Mr. Gare concluded that
the year ahead threw out a
challenge. There had been
some small gains in the past
year, but there was still a
lot to be done.

To England

MISS DELYS NASH, ol
the typing stafl of Head Of-
fice, Native Affairs Depart-
ment, will be accompanying
her sister Miss Wendy Nash
to England, where Wendy is
to further her musical

studies.

il il i -

sport.

Things Are

Improving

A Little Up North

THE lot of the Aborigine on the North was im-
proving, Northern District Officer J. Beharell said
in the Native Affairs Department’s annual report,

Teachers and others were |
tackling their responsibility
creditably under the en-
lightened policy of the Edu-
cation Department.

The twm'l shell industry
provided a steady avenue of |
employvment at Broome.

Kimberley employers were

paying wages. They wanted
cash, Mr. Beharell said.
There had been some im-

provement in accommoda-
tion, but very little In diet.

“"Ome often hears-the worn-
out excuse that natives will
not eat some of our [eods,
sald Mr. Beharell.®

being forced to realise that
if they did not treat their
employees better the Abor-
iginal population would
dwindle so0 much that the
emplovers would no longer

| But it was essential that
- Aborigines be educated In

this way, for the foods they
'obtained in their natural
' state were no longer avail-

he able to find native labour, || able to them, and a balanced

not like the
method

Natives did
“"book credit”

. —

FEIGHT-YEAR-OLD Rose-
mary Cameron, of Yalgoo,
will be spending some time
in Geraldton.

#A Native AfTairs Depart-
ment officer visited Yalgoo
recently and found thal
Rosemary's teeth were very
bad Immediate arrange-
ments were made for her to
go to Geraldton and see a
dentist,

The dentist said she would

have to stay six months for

]

L~

e

Passenger

diet was essential I they

ol I were tp survive.

Al il ol il il

Rosemary Gan Take It

prolonged treatment. Rose-
mary is now staying at
Broughton Lodge with Sis-
ter Isabella, who is looking

after five other Aborigine
schoolchildren.
Rosemary is an orphan,

hut her grandparents, Jimmy
and Phoebe Ryan of Yalgoo,
have adopted her. She is
having a great time at
Geraldton, but she is look-
ing forward to going home
at the end of the year.
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a little chat.

Five Hundred Longs, Please

A Short Story by LEE ROBINSON

Albert had a very bad habit of dropping around to the hotel about 6 o’clock in the morning for
My room was right on the street and he used to knock on the window before he came

in-so he was sure I was awake by the time he walked around to the door.

Every time he came e
went through the same rou-
tine. He took off his hat and
smoothed his hair back, then
sat on the spare bed and
dangled his hat between his
huge knees and cocked his
head on one side and said
what he had to say. It
usually wasn’t anything im-
portant. It was just that six
o'clock was the time he liked
lo chat.

He came in one Saturday
morning and sat on the bed
and dangled the hat and
sald: “I think I should get
some bullets."

“What for?” I asked him.
I was still half asleep. I was
trving to get a bit of rest in
the Alice before 1 went out
to the Plenty River country,
and these six o'clock sessions
were getting me down.

“To shoot kangaroos,” he
sald. "There's a lot around
this time of the year."

"Haven't you get any al
all?”

“Any kangaroos?"

“"Bullets.”

“1 got a little bit,"” he said,
“but not enough for long.
You know my gun. I need a
lot of bullets.”

1 knew his gun all nght.
He used it like a machine-
gun. He liked to sit up on
the back of a truck, prefer-
ably in a little armchair,
and try to knock Kangaroos
on the run. Considering it
had no sights he didn't do
too badly either. He could
get away more bullets to the
minute with a bolt action
than any other man 1 know.
He seemed to use his first
shot as a marker to line up
on.

“"Do you know where you
can get any twenty-twos?7" 1
asked him. "Have they got
any al the stores?”

“All the stores got thnm

Mobs of them,” he said, "but
they rnip;hln'l sell them to
me."”

"Why not?"

“They make a diflficulty

selling them to Aboriginals.”
“All right,” 1 said. “We'll
go down after breakfast. You

come back about eight
o'clock.”

“Maybe I can wait here,”
he said. “1I could look =at

some books."

I got up and dressed and
gave him a copy of Life to
look at while T was away
and left an opened packet
of cigarettes on the dressing
table where he couldn't re-
sist them. When 1 came
back he was pulling his head
off and halfway through the
book. He must have spent
ten minutes on every page,
Much as he warted the buk
lets he didn't like leaving
the Life unfinished, so I told
him he could take it with
him and we started off down
the road for the nearest
store.

All  photographic blocks

used in "Waestralian Abo-
rigine” are by courtesy of

J. Gibbney and Son, Lid.,

Process  Engravers, St
George's Terrace, Perth,

'iu .

Purth

Prlnud for t n
Paterson
Murray B

Il pushed the magazine
mside his tight-fhitting blazer
and stuck his huge beautiful
hands in his tiny pockets
and walked along with the
smoke from the cigarette
curling up and burning his
eyes until he could hardly
see. He was a big man and
always made me leel almost
non-existent walking besidce
him. He was around the six
foot mark somewhere and
according to the Post Oflice
scales weighted just over
twenty stone, If he had been
a white man he would have
been a Guards oflicer or a
hotel doorman, Or mayvbe he
would have been a million-
aire. I don't know.

We got to the store and a
little sandy man who was
arranging racks of pots and
tin dishes gave as a sidelong,
questioning look. He walked
right past Albert and came
up to me.

“What can 1 do lor
he asked.

“Have you any
iwo long bullets?”
“I have,” he said.
you got a permit?”
This was-anew one on me.
I didn't think anybody need-
ed a permit for anything in
Alice Springs.

“The bullets are
friend,” 1 told the
haired man. “He
has a permit.”

"Yes," Albert told him, "1
got one down al my camp.”

“"Well down at vour
camp's no good to me."” The
storeman started to walk
away. "You'll have to bring
it here belore you gel any
bullets."

I said to Albert: “"Come
on. Let's go and get 1t.”

It was half a mile down to
Albert's camp. Just out of

you?"
twenty-

“"Have

lor my
sandy-
probably

4town he had his gear parked

in the back of a churchyard,
packed up under a new tar-
paulin. He fished out a
leather bag from among the
bits and pieces and rum-
maged in it until he found
two pieces of paper.

"1 got 'em,” he said,

“You sure you've got the
right one?”

"I've got two,” he sald,
"We'll take them both,” and
he pushed them into his poc-
ket without showing them
to me,

Back at the store the
sandy-haired little man took
n long time to decide whe-
ther he would serve us or
not. KEventually he came
over and said to Albert:
“Show us the permit.”

Albert handed him the
first slip of paper he drew
[rom his pocket without say.
ing a
man took one glance at it
and handed it back.

“That's only an authority
to. say you can own a shot-
gun,” he said. “That's no
good to me,”

Albert folded up the paper
and put it away in another
pocket, then took out the
other slip and without a
word handed it over. The
little man hardly unrolled
it before handing it back.

"That says you can own
a twenty-two calibre rifle,”
he said. "You're just wasting

my time.,"”

Albert looked at me, He
was flinmished. He ohviously
disliked the little man bul

he didn't know how 1o show
it and still get his bullets,

word and the little]|

“I1I' the permits he has
are no good,” 1 asked the
little man. “"where does he

get a permit that is?"”

“From the police,” he said.
“A permit authorising him to
buy bullets, and he'll need o
pood excuse to get it And
he walked off again to
straighten his tin dishes.

The policeman knew
bert. And better st
knew the score with the

Al-
he
per-

mits. “Five hundred bullets,”
he said. "Any time.” He
wrote on a ship ol paper,

then looked up at Albert. "l
can never spell your name,”

he said. “"How does 1t go?7”

Albert spelled it out for
him slowly, "“"N-a-m-a-t-
j-i-ra."”

That's it,” the policeman
said, drving the permit. "Al-
bert Namatjira. How's the
painting going?”

Albert said: "Good,” and

tucking the permit into his
top pocket he started to
lrave, As we pot to the door
the policeman called out: "1
read in the paper that you're
earning two thousand quid a
vear. Is that rnight?”

“"Might be a little bit more
than that, or little bit less,”
Albert told him and we
oul for the store again.,

sandy hair looked at us as
though we were excellent
professional nuisances. No-
body said anything as Albert
unfolded the new permit and
handed it over. T'he store-
man read this one careiully
and when he got to the name

(]

he looked up excitedly., “Al-
bert Namatjira,” he said.
"Are you Albert Namal-
Jiual"”

Albert said: "Yes."”

“Are you the man who
paints those wonderful
watercolours? Are you the

great artist?” He must have
been reading the same papers
as the policeman. Two thous-

and a year was not to be
sneezed al.

Albert said: "Is the per-
mit all right tor the bul-
lets?"

"Of course,” the little man
said., “Of course. Well, I am
pleased to meet you. Albert
Ntimutjitu. Well, 1 am

pleased,” and he changed the
permit over to his left hand
and stuck out the other to
shake hands. He was almosl
drooling at the mouth and he
looked a bit silly standing
there with his hand stuck
out. Albert didn't appear to
notice it but looked right
past him at the shelves be-
hind the counter and said:
“"Can we have the bullets
please?”

“Of course, of course,” the
little man said. "What is it?
Five hundred. Long you said,
didn't vou?" And he busied
himsell behind the counter
with paper and string need-
lessly wrapping them up.

Outside in the street 1
said: ““Well, you got the bul-
lets. T think I'll go back to
bed.”

Albert pushed the packet|s
into his pocket with the per-

mits for shotgun and rifle
and tucked the Life into a
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better  position  under s
blazer., 1 think T'll go 1o '
bed too,” he said, "Some PERTH TOWN HALL

things muake me sick.”
And he went off down the
street proud and erect,

Editorial

A Few Are Throwing |
Spanner In The Works

THE Native Affairs Department’s annual report §
a story of unrelenting struggle by publie-spirite
people for a decent deal for the natives of th
State,

THERE have been important gains, especially
the field of education and in the fight agair
colour prejudice.

BUT much more can be done, and it is not th
fault of the stafl of the department that it is ne
being done. Nor is it the fault of the mis
stafls, most of whom make big sacrifices to he

ease the hardships that are inflicted on
Aborigines. ' -

IT is clear from the report that a small hand
of people in high places want colour prejudic
and diserimination to continue, and are hams
stringing the department and the missions |
their work.

DISTINCTION must be drawn here between thed
misguided prejudice of a large number of people
who are honest but ignorant, and the deliberate
fostering of prejudice by a few who know
exactly what they are doing.

IT is these few people who are the main enemies of
the Aborigines of Western Australia. And ths
doesn’t mean they are the allies of the white
people.

FAR from it! The same group in the Legislative
Council that blocked the o grant Aborlgln
a little more justice also fights consistently, from
a privileged position, against measures to help
the white people. Their antics every time legis=
lation is introduced to control evictions, prepos
terous rents and soaring prices, and to enforce
proper wages, shows them up as enemies of the
vast majority of the people irrespective of colour.

THIS group and their allies outside Parliament
don’t number very many. Their power lies in
the position they are allowed at present to hold.

1T is up to all of us to fight harder than ever
against the racial prejudice that divides the
|1enpl inthe face of these enemies, and to try to
understand that many of W.A’s. ordinary white
people are prejudiced, not through any malice,
but through the ignorance encouraged by a few
It is always more constructive to win ignorant.
people than to scorn them,

“WESTRALIAN ABORIGINE"” congratulates the
Native Affairs Department and the majority of
mission staffs on their achievements, and wishe
them every success in the future.

B e e

Even more enjoyable than
the Royal Show itself |

Appointment 00OLBAROO-
Mr. H. A. JONES, former nANGEs

Clerk-in-Charge at the
Native Affairs Department, | Perth: Friday Nights at
Braille Hall,

has been appointéd Indus- :
trial Officer in the Depart- |y ooin: Saturday, 4th Sep
tember. Lesser Hall,

ment of Labour, He had been
seconded to that depart-

York: Saturday, 21st Augu#
and Saturday, 18th

ports Mr. Jones is doing well

ment earlier. From all re-
in his new position. tember. Masonic Hall,




