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A bathing beauty compe­
tition wiU be the feature 
attraction of the W.A. Cool­
baroo League·'s second annl­
veraary party at the Braille 
Hall, Perth, on Febl\Ull'Y 12 . . 

A lazxe annlve~ cake 
wllh two candles will mark 
the league's pi 011 eu~ within 

r .. .L.L past two years, • 

Leaaue p:rmident, W. Bod-
... , • 

ney said a big I!J'()Wd was 
- · --+~1111-f RAG'fl't/E MAY M~~-J!~ to atttnd t~ 

LER l2 I 1 echieved a party. Many &irla wei~--~ 
• 

• • 
IHERE can M no excuse for some of 1h• r•c•nt outbreaks-at brawling and 

• 

law defiance of the Bauendean CanJp. The cu"lngs pictured above appeared in 
the "'Daily News" on the same day-December 1 the sa11te month as the Aborl· 
rlCJines Welfare Bill went before Pcw~lament. 

The law-brea kers in the 
State's aboriginal com­
munity are low- this is 
shown by statistical facts. 

But these fow low-break­
. ers are making conditions 

difficult for the rest of the 

bition 
Realised 

• . ..... • 

lifelong embition when.. nnxlous to enter the bathing • 
she received her t .. ch.r'a beauty competition. -
certificete from Edueetion Entries for the competl-
Miniater Ton~in reeenily. tion woold dose 'lritt1 IKCi~ 
It too~ grit ud deter- tary, MJss N . Snea-on Janu-
minetion on her pert, but ory 30. Entnmce fee- would 
•h• conaiden the effor1 be 2/ -. 
well worihwhile. She will Among the leeg~·1 many 
now be able to t .. ch end activities in the past year 
•ui&t in miuion wor• had befn ~ 
emong her own p.ople. e A monthly social evenJna, 

held In Perth, to encourage 
social act1vil1es and edu~­
tion. 
e The preaentation of a 
corroboree at the Govern­
ment Hn~•se Ballroom. 

• e A poptda.r-
1--++-.. .-__.::.. ~ 

aboriginal cnmmunJ.t..Y. AMID a thunder a,..f'" ~~;:rr~--------= 
t--Such outbreak6 wer~ . 

ably the reason for many of Mt. Margaret Mission was .. 

I 

of the hard remarks passed recently presented with her 
in Parliament during the teacher's certlftcate by Edu­
CDurHo o f tht' unsucCHsful catlon Ministe1: Tonkin. 
Aborigines' W elfare Bill. The presentation moment 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• Great public outcry has was the realisation of one or 

been aroused over the apall- May's greatest wishes. - -
, 

lng suppression of liberties 1t has always been her 
of oborlglncs In this State ambition to be able to teach 
In recent months, but dcfl- and . d<T m issionary work 
ance of the Jaw by a few among her own aboriginal 
has helped to create a bar- people. 
rier to assimilation and good Among , the first to con-
will. gratulate her on her achieve-

PubJI S II h ment was Native AJTairs 
C pot CJ t Commissioner S. G. Middle-

There is no doubt that ton. 
some of these lnci~nts hav~ Born at Laverton; M~ 
clouded the minds of t he began her education at the 
majority of our legislators Mt. Margare t Mission at the 
and helped bring about the age of six. At 15 she became 
fallurP of the Aborigines' a monitor there teaching 
Welfare BHJ. some of the smaller children . 

White men breaJ( the law S he s1 udicd a correspond-
too-far more often than .once course in her spare 
abori.g ines- but the pubJlc time and was one of the first 
spoth&hl is not so hard on girls to go to Alvan House 
them . They do not have to In Mt. Lawley before golmr 
struggle nnd fight for citl- on to Claremont TeacherS' 
zens})lp rights. Training College 

Wt'lethet• the law::bf(?akers She has now 'received an 
are coloured 9r white there appointment to Mt. Mar­
ls no excuse. t Ml 1 h h Jll It Is the~ duty ot every g~re ss on, w ere s e w 
aborig ine to · do his ·utmost teach infa~t and first stand­
In the ftght for full citizen- nrd aborigmal pupils at the 
shJp rights- by obeying the Government School. 
laws of the Sta te at least. Sportswoman 

lf the actions of a polJcc-

• 

• 

ission ,Builds Homes 
For - ative -Em PI ees 

The Lord Abbot of New Norcia has had flve new 
cottages b.uilt at a 'total cost of £15,000 for famillea 
of native em~loyeas at the · minion. It ia planned to 
build a further 12 cottages on the hill overlooking the 
mission at a cost of £24,000. 

The new houses are on either side of the main road 
about halt a mtle north of the main Benedictine Com­

for Original 
Fund . 
• Strong Ol'g&n:iAUon to 
aupport the AbottgiMa' Wel• 
fare BJU. 
e '11te 1953 Coolbatoo Ball 
- the blg~t lllnctJon of lte 
kind held ln AUitl'11lJa. 

DANCE AT 

TilE first of the w .A • 
Coolbaroo Leaaqe'a 19M 
dances .at Nannltn will be 
held in tJR Leuer 'rown 
Hall on January 30: 

A brlaht proara.mme of 
games and novelda has · 
heeD- orgenlted ln 14dltlon _ _...... 
to the dandng. COOl trrink.s 
wtll be avalla~. 

A gOO<l thne-ptece orches­
tra Will be Uled for the OC• 
easton. 

No alcohoUc Uquor or ln· 
1toxJcated pei'BODII. \\1111 be 
allowed on the premltet. 

Admlasion prlce wlJL be 
816 tor adults and 1/ - tor 
children. mnn seem unnecessarily A keen sportswoman, 

harsh or unjw;ttfled, t'hese May's . favourite sports are 
matters should be reported badminton and tennis . S he 
to their supl"rior officers, for has bcen_playing tennis since 
pollee powers are not un- she was eight. 

munity buildings on rising, well-draine~ land. 
Built t o the some pattern, the houses have a small front r---------...., ... 

Urn.ited. · S he is also a talented 
t-- - muslcli.Ul andJnJ945 I>lu.ed 

Mlaor Charge• the banjo in a Mt. Margaret 

• 

I 

The m ajority of charges Mission concert party which 
against aborigines - toured W .A. a nd the East­
from liquor breaches - a re ern S tates, .including Ade­
!or resisting arrest Ol' rc· lalde, Sydney, Melbourne 
fusing na mes a nd addresses. and Canberra. 
They are minor charges but A browntc leader cadet 
they bt'lng a stigma to the in the Girl Guides' she will 
rest ot tl~ o.borlglnal com- accomJ>Jl!lY bro~nles from 
tnunity. Mt. Margaret Mission to 
' The few low-breakers in Ka1goor1Je In ·March to see 

tho aborlgl nnl community do the Queen. • 
leas dam& e to themselves Full of prruse for mlBBlons, 
U\an U\ey do to their own MBY said the work tnlss!ons 
brothers. "heir actions are wers doing was highly v'olu· 
selfish to t~o fullest dosree. . • · 

l ~-: 

verandah. a big lounge room with brtckcd-ln flrcploce, 
two bedrooms , a large airy kitchen with modern wood 
st ove, stainless s teel sink and built in cupboards. 

-
Showers, Electric Light 

The bathroom has a plunge bath and s hower and the 
laundry a copper and two troughs. Water and electric 
light a re laid on. 

The wal1s are monocrete with steel frame aoah or 
Jouvrod windows. The Boors of the lounge und bedroom 
are of wood and other rooms are ftO:Ol'ed with concrete-. 

A r epresentative 'of the mlsslon &aid the new homes 
would glvo the occupants every incentive to k eep them 
neat arid tidy. They contrasted strongly with old tumble· 
down cottages near the cathedral. 

The old cottnKes would be demolJBhed t~oon . The 12 
proposed new homes would cost .£2000 each to buUd. 

B.EA.Di'BIS 

"Westralian 
" . 

BatN ,em •11 a 
...,le1 eolthda IMil or 
3/- for ~ OJ ' 
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' ·' THE W.A. Coolbaroo League has wriHen to Native WeHare Minister W. 
,..glng him to bring legislation governing aborigines in this State into 
"at of New South Wales. VIctoria and South Australia. 

In the le tter League sec­
retary M1as N . Shea said 
there were more than 11,000 
people who wete aborigines 
-or of aboriginal descent Jiv-

,lhg in N .S.W . 
• Most of them we re living 
In settlements or on s pecJal 
-reserves under slmiJar con­
·ditlons lo those of West 
.Australi8Jl obori&ines. 
The~ llvJng conditions 

however, dld n ot a ffect their 
dvlc statu.. Therefore t1lere 
wu no &ood reason why llv­
.lng conditions should make 
any dltference to the civic 
rigbta of W .A. aborl&1nes . 

Mlaa Shea quoted a section 
<>t an artJcle which recently 
appeared In the maaaz~ne 
'"DaWI'r;" published by the 
N .S.W. Aborigines' Welfare 
Board. 

Thls sald :~'So fa r as tfle 
.State.. J&_ cnneemed, adult 
.abol;igfnes are entitled· to 
voU! Jn exac t ly the same way 
.:as other citizens . 

- · -­• • 

Popular Irwin Makes 
Three Big Strides 

. ' 
FOURTEEN-year-old a boriginal b oy Irwin lew is, of 

Mulle wa, has made three hug e strides since he starte d 
a t Christ Churc h Gra mma r School 12 m o nths a g o. 

I 

• 

I rwi n has become one of 
the m ost popula r boys a t 
the schooJ, ga ined four th 
pos l lion in his form a nd 
achie ved the honour of be­
ing Under l!S champiOn a th­
le te . 

A kee n cricke ter a nd a ll ­
round spor tsman , Irwin d id 
we ll in the junior COWltry 
week crlcket competition in 
Perth r ecently. 

Bowling Figures 
Playing for Morawa-Mul­

lewa agains t N arrogin-Ka­
ta nn ing-WlUiams. he took 
6v~ wieltd!!l l -+o• n ine rttn!t 
and then went out to score 
34. 

In a nothe r country week 
match agains t B•,idge town 
he hit up 51 runs a nd took 
6/ 38. 

E n t huslas t lc a bout h is 
wurk, Irwirris the unty abo­
rigina l boy a t the school. 

••• 
... There is no clauae or sec· 

lion of the Parliamentary 
.Act which makea refe rence 
in a~~ty way lo e ntitlement 
-<>r otherwise of a n aborig i­
n a l person to vote, and an 
investigation m ade Indicates 
that thU h BB been t he posi­
tion for, at lea s t , as far back 

SPORTSMAN AND STU DENT Irwin Lewia ( I..C ). of Mullewa , 1, pictured rtaling aHt r a 
d r•nuou1 b.+ting round in • recent crie~tt match at Christ Church Gremmor School where 

M iss Doreen Blackwood 
has s ta rted working a s a 
c ler ica l assis ta n t in the Nu­
tive A:fTa1rs Department 
Office a t Gerald ton. 

.:as J.902. 

he Is being tducettd. Irwin Ia tht only eboriginel boy etttnding flte achool. • 

• 

Voting re w 
Newberry a Mission 

eo.mo N ewbel'l'y It no longer a Government_ StatJon. 
It haa been officia lly handed over by N at ive Affai,.. Com­
mluloner S. G. M iddlet on to t he Un it ed Aborigines M ission. 

.. In 1929 whe n compulsory 
e nrolment and vo llng- be 

-came law aborlilnes. a.s or- And al•t•l ng It is now known as Cosmo 
<llnary citizens became Hable - - Newberry Mission. 
In the eve nt of their non- The ma nageme nt of the 
compliance with the provl- · mission h as been tempqr-

FESTIVE 
FUNCTIONS .sJona of the ame nded Act. . . '...J~?d~' ~ ~ ' '.0.).!:0 "''•!.Q.r >.>J'' •? -~~., --= . -- -"""' -- _ _,. ·28 ~ fl~...rAV~ ~~ .. ( .____. . ~ ~ ~ ~· -~~--- _ _ ~- -~7:. ~---..-.. : "; ':.;r :'~~- ~~,~ ~!:i.?.'«r"~/.' £~<-- .C.P'~ar/.'~{7.P • .t{-.u..- .!. 

"\ne ~ectoral Acl w as ........... r 111n1:1 m: , ............ v.- .... ,li.C':n n,.,., . '"' CIIHM'l•. · ~~. '<.S.\.., • ~\i!l'>O\ ~Girll) l New Year functions con-
amended In 1949 to give rl,.lnes cropped up someone was almost certain tcr Mr. a nd Mrs . Kupton arrl':'e duc ted by the W .A . Cool-
ab r1Jli h 1 1 ~ in F ebrua ry to ta ke up their L>a roo League ln P e rth we re , m:y ha~8·be;n ~~r::;c~~:e~ say: ''The're not ready yet." duties. among the highlights of the 
under Commonwealth Jaw. h d b h J h K E ExperJenced in mission fest ive season. 

.. 

-elmllar ·electoral · rights . as l is was sai Y aut o r 0 n • wers in a recent man agership, Mr . and Mrs. On Chris tmas E ve women 
they enjoyed under State ABC radio talk. Schenk ploneereq the Mt. from the Coolbaroo I.:.eague 
levlslatlon. Margare t Mission. organised a tree for about 

-,,AI 8 reevlt of ttrls legis- Mr. Ewen said s uch a statement d irected the Native Affai rs Depart- 50 child~n a n.d la id on n big 
latJon, aborlalnes Jn • N .s.W. attention to -the person who made lt, and brought the m ent re presenta tive Jack spread of food. 
who were full-bloods or comment : "Here Is someone a white man- withholding_a Bracsld is also assisting at The child ren thotough!y-
:a rl'eponderance of aborfgl- pr£VUege from w m eone else- a coloured man. The--wJille the mission until the new enjoyed themse lves with the 
na blood, and who previous- ma n has this privilege as a rJght. On wha t groWlds ma nager a r r ives. He is a n whis tles, crackers, fa ncy 
Jy did not enjoy l he Federal does he wit hhold it from a no ther human being?" old boy of the Roelands rnis- ha ts a nd noveJties that were 
franchise we re brought into In a country like South Africa the righ t was withheld s ion and has been on the 'SUpplied. 
line wlth other aborl&lnes. through fear of the consequences. Ten m111Jon coloured Government s ta ff a t Cosmo A da nce on New Year 's 
L-al laa•lrements people could easily outvote t~o or th ree million whites. for the pas t yea r E ve was packed with friends 
-~ -, • • • · from the metropoli tan a rea 
''nle poeltlon, thtrefore, No such situa tion exis ted here. The coloured popula t ion and country districts. 

ls t hat all N .S .W . a borigines, or Australia was 1n such a ma rked mlnortty that no Hecto r O 'Loughlln a nd 
lrreapectlve of caste or place physical danger could a ccom pany the gra nting of citizen- Alice T r ot t will board a l 
of resld8J}ce, are entitled ship rights. Kurrawang Mission w hile 
both to en rol and vote. But clt lzens hlp rights could be withheld until s uch lhey a r c attend ing school In 
!~gallyl L~jY are comf?Ulsor l- a time as the mixed blood popula tion was much larger K a lgoorlle this year. Both 
Y requ rGU to do so. than it was a t present. A growing r esentment could 

T he moiazlne also pointed alienate these people. It could create u real soclul problem have been attending La \l.er-
out that In general the d ld 1 h ' t h d th t f ton school. N .S.W. Aborigines' Protec- a n wou un es~:~ w 1 e men a · e courage o ace 
t lon Act·provlded fo r speclaJ lt now. 
w elfare · services to aborl- Until whites invaded and settled In Austra lia the 
:glnee. aborJgines had no s teady contact with other culture 

All photographic blocks 
used In "Wed ralien Abo­
rigine" are by courle~y o{ 
J . Gibbney and Son, Ltd-., 
Proeeu Engraver., St. 
Gtorge '• T arraet, Perth. 

• T t w A· Abo 1 1 • grout>H. The white · men were the cullure g roup upon 
le · · r g nea whom that r esponsibility res ted. And what dld they do? W eltare Bill Introduced late 

last year was rejected by the It was this: They taught them where it was to the 
.Legislat ive CoWlcll. wWte ma n 's adva ntage they should ue taug t)l a few t hings. 

Beyond that they were left t o t heir own resources. In a 

MINISTER REPLIES 
general way white m en thought of them as untaught 
a nd unteacha ble. 

For Parcel Freight or 
Passenger Bookings 

To the North~ est 
I ' 

AboJ1C1ae oltlzen-
ablp ._bta aod relative 
matltere would b& 

· oo~l~Ul' 
tfie ... Gove -

IIMGtJe l'41wlatlve pro­
. £:~6 for the ne-xt 

sse..e.~eeiGIOD.e.· of Parliament 
WM dnwn up. 

Nattve-Weltat"e MJra­
llter~ .w. Rocaey, aahl 
tide ., Ill • a brte, repl;v 
~ -e letter from W.A. OooftW.oo. i:.eaCu 
retary. Mlu N. :h::.-

Mr. Ewe rs said l he de triba lised native was the one for 
whom citizenship rights had m eaning. He was a h urntrn 
being with an unknown potential tor deve lopment. - .-

A nother pal't of-ttre prob1ern wR_s _m-..xed blood a nd in this 
case there was no question whe ther they were rea dy for 
citizenship· r ights. 

Said Mr . E wers: "T hey've proved it over and over 
agaln In outstanding figures like Captain Saunders ot 
the A.I .F .. s inger Harold Bla ir, Dave Sands the boxer and 
ma ny o thers. 
· " In many dis t ricts m ixed bloodB a re a matt er of course, 

maklng a va luable contrlbut ,on to our economy, In labour 
and servlc'es. Ma ny a re Hvlng ln sub-standard homes. 
Ma ny whites are t9o, but they a ren ' t denied the r ight to 
vote on ~hat-account." 

Contact ••• 

----

• • • 
194 ST. GlORGE•s TIRRACE- PERl'H 

Regldar Air 'Services to all Ports to Dafwl• 
• • 

• 
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Thtt Pllbmra d istrict, behind Pwt Hedland, 1,000 miles north of Perth is 
CJI'ipped by mineral fever. ' 

At the weekends the busy wool pot t quietens down as almost everyone 
who is able climbs aboard a truck to head into the hcash, dry splnHez country 

. in secach of precious minerals • . 
The 1pa rsely-populated Pilbarra district-about the size of Victoria-h.s 

many va1uable minera ls inc;luding gold, lead, wolfram, tin, scfreelite and some 
uranium, though not in commercial quantities as far as is known. 

But the lure for Port Hedland's weekend prospectors and others is tantalite­
columbite, two associated minerals of strate9ic value and used In the manufac­
ture of the world 's iet aircraft englne1, 1urgi~l instruments, radio and television 
equipment. 
Many of the roads and tracks are murderous for the Headqua.rrers of the aroup - are at Yandeyarra station. 

heavie!:ll vehicles and t~re are not enough roads. Gov- about 100 mlJes west-south-
munents and local authorities can't ftnd the money people west of Port Hedland. Here 
would like them to spend on road development. about 50 nativ& child~ are 

u one roaa bOard m the Pilbarra nc oesn't a n g ~ gteup' ... ~chcJOL_ 
worry about money shortaaes: When a road is needed McLeod believes the days 
Jt.s aborigine workers iust iO ahead and build it- In a of open range grazing are 
few years they have~t about 400 miles of road. passing, that selected areas 

• 

-

• 

• 

' 
-

DEAF fblm.b.. •bcm· 
~~~ boys l indsay T uc:••r 
(II ). of Onalow end 

W idie Ner<le liS) . of 
Brookton .,. pictvre<f • t 
the W .A. O•af and Dumb 
School "te l. ing '' in finger 
lengva-gw about modela 
they hue rnt~de in the 
achool'a cv~ntery cJau. 

I 

The Wlique "road board" is part of a group of about must be irrigated. On the 
700 people half a dozen white men, a few half-castes and !our stations research Ls be­
the remainder full-blood aborigine men, women and ing undertaken with lu· 

-.dUldren. cernes, subterranean clovez'Sr!-1-=, 
Tl)e group arc known throughout the North-West as sudan grass, torghum 

''McLeod's people." The group's history dates back to elephant grass. New tech-
1945. Its pioneer was bearded, 44-year-old Donald nlques to s top the decline 
William McLeod. . in the productivity of land 

In Perth recently McLeod told his story of the Pilbarra are being tried. • 

group. or the natives he says: 
"Nobody is keener to de· . 

U eett• ng At Port Hedl d velop the country and make Htt . . 3 D . it btassom. Each Is Intensely 
- In- 1945-stx nat~ c~te to-~ hire- in- Port £\Miand. ~do of hJs district. 
They asked him to give advice and ~e tbe.i..t case for a tiln'Wy rie~that they 
better deal from the Native .AJiairs DcpartnwntT false They are ~~[i.~~ 

For many years the natives in the North-West had hard:workin and 
been sti uggling to better their conditions. Exploited. to make sa~l1'1ces 
half-starved, neglected when. sick. they existed with little future .. 
hope. Few employers bothered to provide living quarters McLeod scQrns sugges-
-of any sort. tlons by some people that he 

McLeod agreed to co-operate with the natives, but Is teachln~ the natives to be 
warned th<'m th<'Y woul~ have to w~rk to solve their Communists. Few speak 
own problems . At a natave camp outs1de the town later English can read or write 

, .be talked with a group of natlvo station workers. A Jet .aJooP shso..rb 1M' te.acll~ 
~~~ ... ~ .t~ ~'«.l.l':. ..:.t~ 4'<:~ ,-, - ·"- • . ' ~~<.....--- ~~·~ ... ~ 

McLrod then s tarted lensthy but Wl8Uccessful negotia- He denies that he ls 
tlons with the Native Affairs Department for his recogni- "boss, dictator or leader" of 
tion as spokesman for the) natives. the Pllbarra natives. He 1s 

While McLeod was negotiating, the natives becB.me more their adviser, but his sug­
dissatisfled with their unhappy lot. During the war they gestlons are not carried out 
bad been dissuaded from taking action be(ause wool was unless they are endorsed by 
needed for the war etrort . · native committees a nd 

In 1946 with the war over, it was time for improvements, groups or mass meetings. 
they felt. On May 1- Labour Day- about 800 natives Several types of com-

FOR AlL .tHE 
• 

THOUGH the world Is tllent for lYe aborltfttal bOp 
llvfnCJ at M~an Pcat an educatl011 at th• W.A. 

Dumb School has helped ftleau to all the 
I 

dtscabtntles of deaf muteaea. -

I 

• 

• 

I 

• 
• 

t~pged work. The Ume wa, strategic. Native labour panies, including a co-opera­
was most needeathen for mustering ready fOr-- sliearing live w&re constdei"Gd- In tbc Um they_ have been. the ~ o an.-object. They""':'::~~ 

at the school the boys began by leaJ'hing the names -in May. found unsuitable. N ative Af-
Thrce demands were made: A minimwn cash wage of fairs Commissioner Mlddle­

.£1/10/ - a week; the right of natives to appoint their ton was asked to become the 
own representativE>, to be recognised by the Government; trus~ee for a company, but 
and their right to organise their own defence. dcclmed. . 

F rom most sta tion owners came a flat refusal. McLeod thmks he has 
McLeod anct several others were arrested Some of found the solution. It pro­

the natives returned to the stations. but to improved vided for the !ormation of 
conditions. McLeod was tined .£50, the others were two companies, each with 
gaol~ about 12 shareholders, four 

Late"r McLeod was sentenced to three months' goal for of whom 'Yould come from 
having been within tlve chains of a group of na tives. But the natives controlJlng com­
his appeal to the HJgh Court of Australia was successful mlttee at Pilbarra. One com­
and he wus rele~ed a rte r serving only one day of the p,any would handle the min-
sentence jn. Port Hedlund gaol ng interests, the other pas-. , · toral interests 

He spent a total of 25 days in gnoJ during remands. · · 
The day after McLeod's t·elease. following the High ,,~ 

Court decision, about 200 na ti ves gathered in Port 61'1~ 

Wickie NarcJe (15) . of of various actions. 
Brookton. GeoJfrey Yappo Names were written on a 
(14 ) , of Wa theroo, Haden blackboard and the actions 
Wally (12), of Goomalllng. demomtrated to them by the 
Reynold I~ditch ( 12) . of teacher. They then copied 
New NorCJa and Lindsay the movements and learnt to 
Tucker (11), of Onslow- spell the words on their ftn. 
have qulckly learnt to speak ger s. 
in finger languaee. To build up their vocabu· 

And more Important to laries they next learnt the 
them, they are learning how names of obJects and were 
to become useful cltlzens in taught how to construct 
the trade world. simple sentences. 

When they nrst started at 
t.he school they hardly knew Normal S•bfects 

Hedland with the avowed Intention of pulling down the 
gaol. 

He met t hem In the street and sent them away quie tly. 
The natives who did not return to the stations aCtor 

the strike became self-supporting- many ol them wor king 
as prospectors Jlke McLeod. 

In 1949 McLeod and a few natives started a co-operative 
mining venture at Pllgarnoora. T hey left this area. 

western australia's 

leading ladieswear·specialists 
• • 

After this thef were Jntro­
duced to norma school sub­
jects such as arJthmetlci 
geography, hlstory, aocla 
studies, handiwork, carpen- · 
try and metal work. 

As carefree as any other 
boys 1n their age group, they 
usually spend their leJaure 
time ln-eummer· at the bea 

but return next year to mlne wolfram when the rice 
I!OSe7- - -

Company Formed In 1951 
More natives joined, many from about 500 miles in land 

and the McLeod group grew larger and became more 
successfu l. A company- Northern Developm en t and 
Mining- was formed in November 1951. . 

In 1952 the Qom.pany produc_ed minerals worth £70,000, 
rnaJnly wolfram a nti scheellte. 'It hoped to make 
:£150,000 from dmtalite-columbite ore in 1953. 

Protlts from tho JDlnJng have been ploughed back into 
the North-West. The pa tives are not paid wages, but it 
costs £8000 a month t o feed and clothe them . 

bo 
The group has acquired four pastoral itations tota lling 

a ut 1,700,000 acres. 

wclullLe: coats, 
frock&, furs, mlllinery, lingerie, even­
ing wear, bridal wear, larger ftttlngs, 
sportswear, hosiery, accessorJes and 
maternity wear. 

• 

fashionwear specialists 
- -. 

or playlhg ("Jicket. In win­
ter they take part 1fi Indoor 
games. 

Their education a t the 
school has auured them of a 
brJght future. When they 
turn 16 they will either work 
Jn a 11lpper factory or sugar 
re~nery or become boot- . 
makers. .... ........ 

• 

1\yelve aborlglna l chU-
4ten from many partt of the 
St• te arc now In Princeu 
MargafQ.t Hotpltal, Subiaco. 
Anoiber f.wQ are In Royal 
Per th, HospltaJ. 

• 

-• 

• 

• 
• --



• • 

• 

• • • ---· ---~ 

Deeply impr~secl by the lnteUigence and ~hara~ter of outback ~borjgines 
Clurlng a re~ent exp.dltlo11, SwGJt M.H.R. W. Grayden tells in this story how his 
pai1y was faultt.uly led by lh native 9uide MlnawiiUnna. 

" 

• • 
• • rou 1n1 ex, 

• 
A RECENT expedition to the Rawlinson Ranges brou9ht home to members 

of our · lust how much Australia OW&S to native peoples for their assistance 
In the •xploratlon and opening up of this ~ountry. 

• -

Your Help is Needed 
~ 

" WESTRALIAN Aborig ine" is the re tpontibil ify of every 
reader. In wha tever distrirJ you moy live there is ne wt o f 
oborigine t which is of intere•t . 

Yo u c an play your part by writing to ut about occurrence• 
end opinior,. in yo11r-dntr-ic+: Send in new of your dllfrict 
a• aoon •• pouible, bec au•e it is urgently needed. 

A ll copie t of " We•fralian Aborig ine" •old out early loat 
month, 10 make sure of getting your co py in future by 
t end ing in en e nnuel tub.c ription o f 6/· to the H onorary 
Treasurer, Coolbaroo Le•gue , 102 Beaufof"t Street, Pu th . 
with your nome and addreu. 

Addre u all !etten and suggtnlions concerning " Westre lien 
A-bori gine " to the Ed it or, " W .. treli•n Aborigine," cere of 
Cool be roo Le ogue . 

.... Th• R~linton Ran-~.- ~i-e a-bout •o mileJ welt of 
the border between Western Australia and the North-
ern Territory in one o f the most arid areas of Austral ia. 
It is the home of mcmy bush htives. Mittawillirina, our 
guide, was e Rawli"son Range native. He met us at 
the Warburton Range Mission and for weeks gu ided 
us unerringly through hundreds of miles of spinifex, 
mulga thickets and s~nd dunes from water hole to 

~ water hole. 
At no staKe of the journey to Rawl inson Ranges wus it 

necessary for us to use a com pass. MJ ttawilllnna a lwa,xs 
knew exactly which way to go. In mulga thickets visi bil i t.} 
was restrictl'd to a few ya rds. But even if it had bet>n 
possible · to see over the mulga there were still no lanu 
marks-ontyl'nlles-of muJKa scrub. 

M1ttawUllnna wouJd lead us to a small gnarnma hole 
containing perhaps a few gallons of water, which he had 
been ¥ek.ln&. He knew the oountry north of the War­
burton Ranges as well as members of our party know 
Hay-st. 

H e even knew the best route for vehicles. Without 
mJt~hap he took us first to the eastern end of the Rawlin­
son Ranges, then around them to the north a nd flnally 
from the ewstern end of the ra nges back to the War­
burton Mission. 

From the time we left the mission until our return we 
were entirely in his hands. 

Just as Mittawillinna made our journey possible, the 
journeys · ot early explorers who first traver-sed and 
charted our country were only brought to reality by the 
aborigines. 

Untouched by • 

In the Rawllnaon Ranges we saw bush natlves­
- vlrtuaUy untouched by clvtllsatlon- livin& as they had 
alwaya lived through the ages . Their country was almost 
devold of the where-with-all necessary to support huma n 
111'e, but they were friendly, gracious, djgnlfted and al-l 
ways smlllng. 

The buah natives of the central areas of W.A. suffer 
severely from cold and lock o f food, water and medical 
attention. These are the four main problems confronting 
them. They are the problems to which the Australlan 
Reople can no longer remain apathetic. In W.A. the 
Gqvornment policy on bush natives is one of non-inter­
ferfl1ce. But we ll'IUst not overlook the fact that local 
condJUons should be account..ed for in determinlng our 
attitude towards any pe.rticuJar native tribe. 

- Food a d Water Abundant~. • 

In the North-West of thls State food and water are 
abundant and cUmatic condlttons a re conducive to the 
we11-beJng or natives llv1ng un~er natural conditions ln 
the area . But the same favourable conditions do not 
apply to the inland areas. 

We left the Rawlinson Rang!'& with a new respect for 
a ver·y fine people and with the finn conviction that our 
native peoples have a rent contribution to make fo the 
Australian nation. · 

Their flne characters, their kindliness and readiness to 
help and their adaptation to the arJd central Australian 
areas mark them as a people to be respected and admired. 

Tttese qualities should ensure for them a privileged 
place In Australia's future . 

-

• 

• OF 
PERTH 

__ ...;._ ___ .,.....-for..all.,our .-. 1 -~-

-

PERSONAL 
HOUSEHOLD 

- · AND 
• 

SPORTING NEEDS 
• 

. " 
,., .. _.,.... ... 

OUTSTANDI NG e bori~inel guide MiHawrllinno (tight) ... ho led the Grayde n expedition 
through no-mon'• l•nd to the Rewlimon Renget is p ictured et e na tive well with other mem­

ben of the perty. FroM leH to right : Sten Bridgemen and Stufrt Campbell. 

~ ·• 

, 

By MARY DURACK MILLER 
IN the hltto,.foal teeol"ds of the &wan R tver- settte·­

ment a re to be found the namu of many fine people of the 
lvu\b..We.tel'ft -or B~bbubuan-trlbe. Among theae w .... Yal­
gonga, a gentle tribal elder w ho believing Captain Stirling 
- the first Governor- to be ~Is own son, returned f rom the 
Island of the Dead to preaent him with the river frontages 
where Perth wa1 to arise . 

GOLDFIELDS 
JOTTINGS 

PRESIDENT PhilHp Bartle,. 
of the KalgoorHe Rotary­
Club ..Jll&de a _pre-Chrlstmas. 
broaBcast plea for toleraoce 
and goodwill over station 
'6KG. Mr. Bartle made 
special reference to a ll col­
ovred people In the com­
munity and the need for 
ucccptlng them a t all levels. 

• • • 
Yalgonga was a lways ll .man of peace and tried ha rd to 

fos ter' understanding be tween his own people and the 
newcomers . At tlrst all went well and happy relations 
were established . Bul full understanding was not poss ible. Henr there's been an addi-

The Bibbulma n people in thei r nomadic, communal life, lion to Albert Bonney's 
although recognising . tribal bOWldarlcs, could not accept family. Son or daughter ?' 
the idea of personal property or owner·shlp of land by T he child was born at Kal­
indlvlduals. The whitem n's fences , tweaking their country goorlic District Hospital on 
into many sections, puzzled them. Before they could be November 29 last . Both 
brought to understand that the whitcrnan's s tock must mother and child were we ll . .. • • not be speared for food in the same way u~ the kangaroo, , 
nor his vegetables pulled up and eaten Jllcc wlld roots and Miss J oyce Brookman is 
berries, much ill-feeling developed causing bloodshed on now working in Kalgoorlie. 
both sides. 

Yalgongn's influence with his people became secondary 
to another elder named Mldgegcroo, a bolder spirit­
but one who aJso hod the respect of t.he while settlers. 
Midgcgcroo was the fa ther of Yagnn, who was to become 
the best-Jsnown, the most respected and feared of all the 
Swan River tribes' people. Both Midgegc roo nnd Yagan 
believed In exacting a hfc for a life. They made known 
their point of view clearly to the setUcrs . 
- They - atwek bargains-and-kept to th~m-n 

• • • 
Gladys VIncent and Sadie 

Corner passed through Kal· 
Koorlie and after spending a 
few days with Mr. and Mrs. 
J ones, of Bulong, continued 
o n to ML Margaret for their 
Chris tmas hoJldays. 

\ . -
Mr. a nd Mrs. Schenk a rc 

now firmly established at 
Cosmo Newberry. 

• • • 

stand no Insult, Injustice or indignity to their people. 
They counted many good friends among the whHe settlet·s 
and were loved by the white children lo whom they 
brought presents and cur1os trom the bus h. They taught 
some oi the children to hun t and track. 

They exac ted vengeance for deeds committed against • Mt. Margaret scouts. girl 
countrymen a nd did not a lways establish the guilt of guides, and brownies wfll be 
their victim. Innocent men were some times speared for the guests of the Kalgoorlie 
the wrong deeds of others. These actions arqnsed tbe. District scouts Md girl 
settlers who declared that no man might now go safely guides on the day of Queen 
into the bush. E lizabeth 's visit to Kolgoor-

A warrant was 1ssued for the arrest of Mldgegeroo and lie In March. 
rus son whom the authorities wished to keep ln custody - - ----.------
until they learnt more or whitemen's laws. Printed tor the Coolbaroo 4a&ue-

• b,v Polenon BrokenahA Pty. Ltd., 
(To be contlnurd II) the next l!fsue). 6~ Murray Street, Perth, W.A . 
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