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PETERS, Nonja.  (1944-) 

Dr Nonja Peters is an historian, anthropologist, museum curator and social researcher who has a 

special interest in Dutch maritime, military, migration and mercantile connections with Australia 

and the South East Asian Region since 1606. The collection includes letters and documents from 

her own family and collected in the course of research for books written on Dutch migration to 

Australia. Also memoirs written by Dutch migrants to Western Australia or recorded from 

interviews.  Some of the migrants were residing in Java during the occupation by Japanese in 

World War 2. 

Abbreviations:  
NEI - Netherlands East Indies 
DAAG - Dutch Australians at a Glance 
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3405 10418A 51 cm (3 boxes) 19 October 2020 BA/OM/15/0243  
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ACC  ADDRESSES 

10418A/1 2004 - 2014 3 November 2004.   ‘Dutch Cluster’ launch. Talk re migrant 
clusters in nursing homes. Kimberley Nursing home 
3 May 2014.  Address given at memorial service at the Dutch 
annex at the Perth War Cemetery. Includes programme 

   

  APPLICATIONS 

10418A/2  Churchill Fellowship application form 

   

  CONFERENCE PAPERS 

10418A/3 1989 Catholic Dutch Migrant Association. Bi-annual conference 

   

  COPYRIGHT AND CONSENT  

10418A/4 1999 - 2001 Non-exclusive copyright release forms, signed by writers 

10418A/5 1999 - 2001 Non-exclusive copyright release forms, signed by writers 
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10418A/6 2006 - 2007 DAAG [Dutch Australians at a Glance] website copyright release 
forms 

10418A/7 2008 Copyright release forms relating to Mariners, migrants and the 
military. Includes chapter “How do you say goodbye…?”  which 
was compiled from group discussions facilitated by Kim 
Negenman 

   

  CORRESPONDENCE 

10418A/8 1940s - 1983 Postcards. 
N.d.  Postcard with colored sketch of man on reverse 
1940s.   To Njonja K. Drok – Njonja MC van Diessen – Njonja JC 
Unitenhage de Mist Barkey – Mrs K Drok-Barkey – JH Unitenhage 
de Mist Barkey --  Mevrouw Peters (Dutch)  
1956, 1960.  To J Peters. 
1983.  To Nonja Peters. 
Letters. 
1945.   Letters (2) to K. Drok-Uitenhage de Mist Barkey 

10418A/9 1942 - 1946 1942.   Letter from general secretary Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
JM Kiveron re willingness to accommodate interned Japanese 
from Netherlands India in Australian Territory [not original] 
1945?   Letters (2) handwritten, in Dutch 
1946.  Mrs Kumm, President of YWCA, writing to Hon. Calwell re 
YWCA offering to assist with administering special hostels for 
new arrivals  

10418A/10 1946 Letters from a war bride. [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/11 1947 Letters from a war bride.  [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/12 1947 Letters from a war bride.  [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/13 1949 Letters from a war bride.  [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/14 1950 Letters from a war bride.  [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/15 1951 Letters from a war bride. [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/16 1953 Letters from a war bride. [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/17 1954 Letters from a war bride. [hand written, photocopies] 

10418A/18 2004 From George van Driem re suggestions for proposed book 

10418A/19 2004 Emails 

   

  DOCUMENTS 
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10418A/20 n.d.; 1921-1966 n.d.    Evert Dirk Drok, identity card with photograph 
1921.  Kitty Uitenhage de Mist Barkey, birth certificate 
1941.   Johanna Verhoeven (Peters), war time identity card with 
photograph 
1942.   Jan Peters, marriage book  
1944.   Nonja Peters, birth announcement card  
1945?   Arnold Herman Drok and Kitty Drok-Uitenhage de Mist 
Barkey, temporary identification cards for free evacuees 
n.d.   MS Fairsea.  On board credit docket book 
1946.   Evert Dirk Drok and Kitty Drok-Uitenhage de Mist Barkey, 
pass books. Netherlands Indies Government. Welfare allowance 
after arrival in Fremantle 
1948.   De Wonderdadige medalje [miraculous medal] given to 
Nonja’s father in December 1948 to safeguard him 
1948.   JJP Peters,  receipt from Royal Dutch Tourist Association 
1949.   Johnny Peters, bandleader on SS Volendam, reference 
1950.   Jan Peters, reference from Claremont Yacht Club 
1955.   CP  van Lieshout, Assisted migration under the 
Netherlands/Australia migration agreement act, approval notice 
1966.   Jan Peters, reference from Northam Golf Club 
n.d.  John Peters Band “The Rhythm Ramblers” business card 

   

  EPHEMERA 

10418A/21 1946 - 1999 n.d.  Satoe roepiah [note of money] 
n.d.   Small notebook  
1942.  Koningin DAAG for 4th August 1942. Celebrated by Dutch 
Asutralian residents.  Programme 
1946-1947.   Receipts, vaccination certificate 
1955.  Crossing the line certificate, on TV Fairsky.  [photocopy] 
1958.   P&O children’s party programme [photocopy] 
1966.  Northam camp.  List of dances and music; cabaret news 
clipping 
1999.   Northam multicultural Festival. Leaflet 
2001.  Milk and Honey-but no gold.  Invitation to launch of book 

   

  FILES 

10418A/22 1944 Dutch Heritage – Culture Group. 
Notes re NEI government who recruited women to join a newly 
formed Netherlands Indies Woman’s Army 

10418A/23 1989 Newsletter of 18 Squadron NEI-RAAF Forces Association  

10418A/24 1996 - 2003 The Dutch: the move down under 1606-2006. 
Proposal -- book specifications – contents -- correspondence 

10418A/25 2004 Operational plan for the celebration in the Netherlands 

10418A/26 2004 Proposed symposium re Netherlands – Australia 400 years 
celebration 

10418A/27 2004 Visit to the Hague and London. Itinerary 

10418A/28 2004 Events 

10418A/29 2004 *International Map collectors Society.  Description, list of 
country representatives. Printed from website. 
*Cartography information from Peters Woods.  
Imago Mundi: history of cartography.  Description of journal.  
International conference on history of cartography 
Utrecht research program on history of cartography  
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10418A/30 c2004 *Royal Netherlands Embassy, cultural grant proposal, Dutch 
Australians database proposal 
*Australia on the map 1606-2006 Western Australian projects 

   

  FILM 

10418A/31.1 10 August 1997 Sonja’s diary – from the diaries of boys and girls in internment 
camps in Java. 
Handwritten translation of content of video tape in 10418A/31.2 

10418A/31.2 
20˚ Stack  
 

10 August 1997 Sonja’s diary – from the diaries of boys and girls in internment 
camps in Java. Documentary on Sonja who was interned in Java 
in WWII. In Japanese. Also available in Digital stack.        

 Sony VHS videotape 

10418A/31.3 
20˚ Stack  

1997 No title. Opening and speeches at the Nonja Peters migrants 
exhibition in Northam 1997. “Mums exhibition migrants” 
description provided by donor. Home recording. Also available 
online.        

                Maxell GX black 45 VHS tape 

10418A/31.4 
20˚ Stack 

No date No title. Showing voyage from Europe to Australia. In Dutch. Also 
available in Digital stack.    

          Panasonic MiniDV tape 

   

  LISTS 

10418A/32  *NEI [Netherlands East Indies] links collected by Sue Summers 
WA.  List of names 
*List of names 
*Albany notes.  List of names [to interview?] with brief 
biographical information 
*Dutch contacts 
*Australia on the map 1606-2006: commemorative committee 

   

  MEMOIRS 

10418A/33  Jan Ruff O’Herne. Netherlands born Australian woman seized 
from POW camp in Indonesia and forced into a brothel in WWll. 
Photograph as a young woman – news articles -- biography 

10418A/34  Arnold Drok interview notes – translated letters – oral history 
transcript – questionnaire 

10418A/35  Early Memories of Marycke Meissler. Also transcript of Mrs 
Marycke Meissler’s oral history  

10418A/31.5 
20˚ Stack 

 Early Memories of Marycke Meissler.      [USB thumb drive] 

10418A/36  Memoirs of Johannes Bernardinus Ambrosius Saat. 

10418A/37  Kleyn’s en Route: A history of the Kleyn family migration 1952-
2002. 

10418A/38  I’ll be a Dutchman! The emigrant immigrant remigrant 
experience by Arno Wynd  

10418A/39  Opa’s Life: From nought to ninety by Wim Michels. 

10418A/40  [removed from collection as requested, see CIU file for details]  

10418A/41  Memoirs by Johanna van de Wege 

10418A/42  Memoirs by the Woerlee family 

10418A/43  From revolution to chaos. Memoir by  
Henriette Adriana Margaretha Thomas 

10418A/44   Memories of our life in Australia.  
Jurjen Peter Freese family? 

10418A/45  Memoirs by the Langeler and Doornbusch families. 
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10418A/46  Emigration- my life story by Anne Rietveld-Rijnders 

10418A/47  Emigration: the story by  Ans Rijnders (Rietveld) 

10418A/48  Costume showcase. Jacoba Butler (nee Mol) 

10418A/49  Memoir by Theo Koning 

10418A/50  Memoir by Lenie en Louis Voortman 

10418A/51  Memoir by Pieter van der Brugge 

10418A/52  Memoir by Ger Weggelaar 

10418A/53  Beerkens Family History, 
Michael Beerkens 

10418A/54  Golden Memories on 50th Wedding Anniversary, Adriaan and 
Johanna Rutte 

10418A/55  Early years in Western Australia. 
Ben Grummels 

10418A/56  John Rikken memoirs   [1 page] 

10418A/57  Julie Fokkema.    Oral History 

10418A/58  Vandersteen Family’s migration to Australia 

10418A/59  Mr Pittersen’s store 1896 and…references from  
Mundaring: a history of the Shire 
by Mrs M Richmond 

10418A/60  Memoirs of Johan Marie Sterkenburg 

10418A/61  Memories of our life in Australia  
by Beredina Annagena (Dien) Knol – Freese 

10418A/62  Wieman Family History – 1912-1992.  
Compiled by Michael Beerkens 

10418A/63  From Revolution to Chaos (or the reminiscences of the horizontal 
Aunt)  
by Henriette Adriana Margeretha Thomas (nee Kuneman) 

10418A/64  Memoirs of Antonetta Muller 

10418A/65  Early 1950’s in the Netherlands by Peter Rietveld 

10418A/66  Between two worlds: second generation Dutch migrants in WA, 
by Kim Negenman 

10418A/67  NEI.  Mrs Louise Kriekhaus.  Her father’s memoirs; information 
about her daughter, Jos Chatfield, Liberal member for Merredin 

10418A/68  Gnowangerup and its Dutch immigrants.  
Norm and Edith White 

10418A/69  Drok’s [grandmother] 

10418A/70  Diary of Doctor Marjorie Jean Lyon 

10418A/78  The Alferink Family in Holland and Australia 

   

  PHOTOGRAPHS 

10418A/71  Young man in uniform. Small photograph in oval metal frame 

10418A/72 1946 Child evacuees from the former Netherlands East indies at 
Fairbridge Farm School  [copy print] 

   

  PUBLICATIONS 

10418A/73 [1950s?] Een nieuwe toekomst…    [A New future]. Booklet and 
supplement in Dutch, published by Union Bank of Australia Ltd, 
promoting Australia 

10418A/74  Viering 400 Jaar VOC. 1602 – 2002.   
Report in Dutch re 400th anniversary of Dutch East Indies 
Company, or VOC 

   

  TRANSCRIPTS 



 

MN 3405 Page 6 of 6   

REQUEST USING 
THIS NUMBER 

DATE RANGE DESCRIPTION 

10418A/75  Focusgroep Kaartclub Neerlandia 
Deelnemers [participants]: Jan Boshart, Mia Boshart, Sonja 
Koorengevel, Els Meyer.       Dutch 

10418A/76 2003 Focusgroep Eerste Generatie 13 Mei 2003 
Deelnemers [participants]: Marcus Zuiderveld, Dolf Peelen, Dora 
van der List, Miep Peelen, Geertruida (Truus) Zuiderveld, Sophia 
Lefaucheur 

10418A/77  Focusgrop second generation 
Participants: Dirk Heese, Antonia Jacoba Butler, Frances Butler, 
Frank William Talen, Francien McManus, Marina Bull, Theo 
Wieman 

 
Copyright Restrictions 
The Copyright Amendment (Disabilities and Other Measures) Act 2017 regulates copying of unpublished material. It is the user’s legal 
obligation to determine and satisfy copyright. 
 


