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FARMER, Frank Rhodes 
 
Frank Rhodes Farmer was a Western Australian author.  Following the 
publication of his first novel Thirsty Earth  in 1934, which was set on a 
Murchison pastoral station, Farmer continued to write about West Australian 
topics - novels, plays and short stories - without ever being published again.  
He wrote under his own name as well as the pseudonyms "Esperance" and 
"Koodardie".  
 
 
The Papers 
The Farmer collection of bound typescripts was transferred to Private 
Archives from the monographs section of Battye Library in December 1997 
(4800A).  
 
Holdings = 0.90m 
 
Access 
The J S Battye Library provides access to original material.  In some 
situations, this may not be possible and alternative formats such as microfilm, 
microfiche, typescripts or photocopies are supplied for researchers’ use. 
Where alternative formats are available, these must be used. 
 
Copyright Restrictions 
The Commonwealth Copyright Act 1968 regulates copying of unpublished 
material. It is the user’s legal obligation to determine and satisfy copyright. 
 
Summary of Classes 
 

MANUSCRIPTS  

       MANUSCRIPTS  
4800A/1    Alice and Angela (Falconbridge NSW; the 

author, n.d),  . 
6p.  
Typescript 

/2      Art in the Factory (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d) 

6p. 
Corrected 
typescript. 

/3    The Artist of Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 
(Falconbridge 
    NSW; the author, n.d),                           

140p. 
Corrected 
typescript. 

/4      Australia as Fiction (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, 1959), . 

7p. 
Corrected 
typescript 
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4800A/5     The barefoot murder (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 1v. Irregularly paged.          . 

Corrected 
typescript 

/6      Beach Scene (Falconbridge NSW; the author, 
n.d), 28p.. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/7      Children of the Boola Boola [spine title Bunyip 
of the Boola Boola ]  
    (Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 176p.. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/8      Children in the never never (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 8p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/9      Cold war on Paradise Island (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 76p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/10      Cold war on Paradise Island (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 76p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/11      The crane (Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 
76p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

4800A/12      The dinghi: a short story (Falconbridge NSW; 
the author, n.d), 7p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/13      The day the whole world laughed (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d),  55p. 

Typescript 

/14      The doctor's wife: a novel (by 'Esperance') n.d. 
353p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/15      Does Australia want to catch up? (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d). 4p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/16      Does prosperity give us time to live? 
(Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 6p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/17      The drum: a short story (Falconbridge NSW; 
the author, 19590, 6p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/18      Dutchmen's bones (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 13p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/19      Factory Worker (Springwood NSW; the author, 
n.d.) 268 p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

4800A/20      Fire in the mountains (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 241p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/21      Freedom in the factory (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 5p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/22      Galloping Jones (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 25p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/23      George's wife Isobel (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 11p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/24      The girl from the East (Springwood NSW; the 
author, n.d.) 14p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/25      God in the factory (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 5p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/26      The gold girl: a novel (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 382p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/27      He put them on the tramp (Falconbridge NSW; 
the author, n.d), 25p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/28      The hills head north (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 131p. 

Corrected 
typescript 
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4800A/29      Journey into Australia (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 230p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/30      The Kangaroo Island adventure (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d),  37p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/31      The karri forest (Bay View NSW; the author, 
n.d.) 105p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/32      Leonard the lion: a short story (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 9p.  Bound with The sheep 
that asked for it, 11p., and The  hodmedod (by 
'Koodardie'), 11p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/33      Let us have a revolution (Falconbridge NSW; 
the author, n.d), 7p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/34      The light keeper, n.d., 32p. Corrected 
typescript 

4800A/35      The little houses: two tales of the atom time 
dreaming  (Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 
21. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/36      The little jump up (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 54 p 

Corrected 
typescript 

/37      Living in the suburbs: the Blue Mountains 
(Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 10p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/38       Love in the mountains: an Australian play in 
three acts  (Falconbridge NSW; the author, 1959), 
104p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/39      The man that loved emus (Falconbridge NSW; 
the author, n.d), 12p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/40      Merrily the billy boils: a novel (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 368p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

4800A/41      The mystic in Australia (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 6p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/42      The naked foot: a play (Springwood NSW; the 
author, n.d.), 36p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/43      The new man (Falconbridge NSW; the author, 
1959), 18p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/44      Pleasure trip (Falconbridge NSW; the author, 
n.d), 14p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/45      Quart pot (Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 
25p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/46       Rama speaks ... about contemporary art 
(Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 4p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/47      Rama speaks ... about freedom (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 5p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/48      Rama speaks ... about our moral code 
(Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 4p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/49      Rama speaks ... about vegetarians 
(Falconbridge NSW; the author, n.d), 6p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/50      Security: conversations in a club  (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 291p. 

Corrected 
typescript 
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4800A/51      The swagman  (Falconbridge NSW; the author, 
n.d), 19p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/52      Sweet biscuits: a play for radio  (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 71p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/53      They met in London  (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 25p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/54      Tibby the Cat  (Falconbridge NSW; the author, 
n.d), 28p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/55      Towards an Australian Dynamic  (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 6p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/56      The track home  (Bay View NSW; the author, 
n.d), 84p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/57      Visitors to Eve  (Falconbridge NSW; the author, 
n.d), 38p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/58      We live in Australia  (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 5p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

4800A/59      Why can't we breed mastodons? (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d),  4p. Bound with Christmas 
in the never never, 10p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/60      The world his garden: a play  (Falconbridge 
NSW; the author, n.d), 154p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/61      The young technician  (Falconbridge NSW; the 
author, n.d), 8p. 

Corrected 
typescript 

/62      Why not civilize Australia? : never mind our 
seven expendible (sic) cities!  (Falconbridge NSW; 
the author, n.d), 5p. 

Corrected 
typescript 
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