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we understood, had upwards of £50 per night each person, and the
whole expense of the wedding from three to four lac of rupees,
which is divided beiween the two families. One Baboo, ¥Kissmchme-
chunder, told me that sll they cared to get money for was w0

spend in Fautcheg and that none of them wished to die rich.

During our stay in Calcutta we weni to Barrackphoor. &ir
Charles ietecalfe kindly gave my hushand permission to select any
Animal in the Park he might wish for provided he did notv fix upo
any of the Governoxr's Pets, for the purpose of taking home. Ve
were much delighted with this excursion. The Park is truly ro-
mantic, resembling our English Parks at home; asg we ranmbled abou
it I could almost fancy myself in dear England once more. We we
much disappeointed with the Animals which were very few in numbe:r
and of z common description; the only one worth wighing for was
fine Rhinoceros of enormous sgize and apparently very savage, the
we understood was a greatl favourite of the Goverhor. This beau:
ful place which h;s been formed at an enorrmous expense {(being m:
ground) is in a state of great decay and, I believe, is not in-
tended tc be kept up any longer, econony being the order of the
day. We dined 4in our boat and left the place with feelings of
regret. As we passed the banks of the river on our return home
we perceived a large fire on the beach and were informed that t

Nativee were busy in burning the body of a Hindoo. Iy husband

being desirous of meeing the ceremony landed, and from the hoat
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perceived the corpse was brought on the bedstead on which he haa
cdied anda was then lzid on the pile eof wood, which was set fire te
by his friends. They =zppeared to view the ceremony with the
createst indifference, busily employing themselves in throwing
fresh wecod on the fire. Cloex to us, I perceivec appzrently
some dead Animal upon which two hungry savege doge were feeding,
tut upon nearer inspectiion it preved to be a human body, thrown
cn the beach to deczy or be washed awa)y by the tide. I was inex.
pressibly shocked and my husband went and asked the Natives to
burn the remains with those of the other person, hut they vowld
not hear of it and quite laughed at him, saying he was not one o
their caste.

About a week befere we left Calcuttia, we broke up housekeepin
and went to Spence's Hotel, and on the 26th. Feb, we ati length

set off with am fair wind for dear England.
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LEOLTAS
Arrivea at Madras on the 6th of Febhruary. A great nsny
Tatives caze off to tie sghip with thelr goods for szle. Went on
ghore with lidims lobertis; the landing truly terrific, the breakers
of such an enornous size, I was more teryified by tnis than slmost
any thing since I haa left hone.

o

e staid at Crant's Hotel of which place 1 canndt spesk very

P

highly. lired = Carriage and drcve ic the wount and on the
ccurse 1o hear the band. The drives sre very excellent, far sur-
pascing those &t Czlcutte, tho' alticgetizer ithe place had more the
appearance of & Ceountiry town after the busgy galely of Calcuttia.
i’y husband dined at Governuent House and received much kind at-

tention from lr.lushiagton, the Governor. et Serg'! Rough, an

old friend.
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St.Helenz.

Anchored late in the evening, June lst. The first appearance
of the Island is very desclate and its barren appearance filled
ue with melancholy feelings, for who can see this spot without
tringing to rind the great Varrior whc has found & toml there.
"he Island consists of & succession of barren hills of imaense
hieignt and of ravines apparenily equally barren. Jamertovn is
pretiily situated in one of these ravines aud lhe few green 1iree

that adorn il are & pleasing reliel to the eye after it has wan-

n

aered over jils brown ana sterile lountaine. Tne Jslani apnears
be very strongly fertified and 1 shoul.d suppose impregnable.
REarly on Thurseday lorning ry husband took myself and ss
kobverts on shore; we sltaid at & Forrding Fouse kept by Nrs.hyx:
vhere we were extremely comfortable and the expense moderaie.
llose on Friday at 6 in the morning and went in a Chaise wit
my husband to see Buonapartie's tomb. I think I never enjoyed m
self more than I Hid this day. The ascent was very steepr being
by a winding road cut out on the side of the lLountzin; the pre
vailing feature of the cocuniry through which we passed was z st
rile barren desert wiih an occasional green patch. Ve first
8i ted the tomh which is situated in a ravine. An old Sergeant
has a Seniry box nlaced near the entrance in which he keeps a
book for vimitors to plmrce their names. I do not think the ge:

ral sketches of this tondb falthful. The tomb ie e8nclosed in &

square iron railing and is a large plain stone without any
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inscription, the whole is again enclosed in another railing at
some distance from the other; ie intervening space is plantied
with willow treecs. The original wiliows from which the Coifin
wap lowered into tne Vault are in a state ol great decay, parily
1 should presume fronx the vicliscsitudes of the scason and partly
from the numerous visitors tuat visit the tomb carrying awcy
pieces of then as memwentos; they are almosiy bent to the grouna.
Triz tomu is pretltily situated in & narrow .avine on either side o
which are tremendous mounisins. I was persuadsd by the Sexgl te
take a near cutl and, instead of returning to cur Chaise, to mount

the opposite mountain, btut soon viiterly rapentied, asg ihe ascen

(28

was s0 steen I coulu scercely nount it.

¥e next proceesdad 1o Longwood and every siep we went the coun-
iry becamé more dreary and barren, and at lengih, upon the ex-
treme point of one of the mountains, unprotected by trees and al-
most destitute of verdure, we beheld tine nouse that had been tne
residence of Napoleon Buonaparie. The house has been converted
into a Famm House,and in the room in winich he died there is a
large l'ill erected; the bedrooms are converted into stabling and
altogether it has a desolate neglected appearance. I am surpris:
the present occupier does not keep it in better order as he must
make a considerable sum by shewing persons vieiting the
island without making a pilgrimage to it. IRy way of refreéhmant
you may obtain liilk and Beer. We did not go to the new house

vhich is erected in a vailey close by and is prettily situated,
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but went to ir.Scoles! to inspect his Museum. Ilr.S, is, I belie
a gentleman of private property and most liberally permits stran
cerse to have access to his collection of curiosities which we we
surprised to find so large and so well arranged. His daughter,
charming little girl about ten yvears of age shewed it to us and
displayved an intelligence far beyond her years. As we descended
we saw one large Party winding up the hill and it had a most pic
turesque effect, the Ladies in & Carriage and the Cavaliers on
Horseback.

1 was extremely tired when I arrived at Yrs.Eyre's and the
geight of breakfast was most welcome.

Saturday. Rose at six and set off with my husband and Capt.
Vander to ascend the Chain Ladder and visit the Observator
Iy good ¥an did all he could to persuade me from the attempt,
feeling certain I had not sufficient strength, but womanlike I
was obstinate and we commenced the ascent, but when I was about
quarter of the way I felt myself so exhausted I did not know wha
to do, and I must confess I was quite anerved when I turned my
head and saw the awful precipice beneath ne, At this woment, a
bare-footed 1itile Urchin came singing and skipping up; 1 asked
him 4f I was half-way up. "Bless you, no, Ha'am, not s quarter.
There was & man killed last week going up.® This was quite
enough for me and I was glad enough to yield to my dear Husband!

entreaties and return. Ve then went the Carriage road up and

soon reached the Observatory.
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Ir.Friend was muchvgratified by his visit to the Observatory
and pleased with Lr.Iberson the Astronomer residing there, who
zppeared very indefatigable in hie observatione and spoke highly
of the siate in which the instruments were xept and of their exce
lent adjustments. He made several observetions himself and went
agzain in the evening by appointment.

Sunday. ¥Went to Church in the morning. After tiffin went

on board the Ship, sailed on ¥onday evening, June 6th.
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Arcension.

Six houre at Ascension. June 12th. lade the Island early in
the morning and was pleased with ite appearance. latthew intends
to lay off and over and send on shore to see if he could procure
some Turtle. As we passed to the N.W. of the Island we perceive:
a Barque at Anchor and to our grea'! amszement a pretty little to
gsoon raised its head. We had heard that a small party of karine
were stationed thefe but expected to find them in the rudest
etate. A Boat soon came alongside to know if we wished for a su
ply of Turtle and we were informed that they were Government Pro
perty and sold at 2:10;0 a head round averaging from 2 to 8 cwt.
They did not wish to receive money but wouwdd rather take things
exchange. 1 was very anxious to go on shore and after socme soli
citation my husband consented to take me. J was soon equipped s
lowered into the Turtle boat as no time was to be lost and soon
safely reached the Shore, Here to my great astonishment I per-
ceived an excellen; Pier with a Crane on it and an excellent ac-
commodation Chair all ready for my reception, and I was soon

pleced upon terra firma. I was almost disposed to rub my eyes &

ask if I was awake so much surprised was I to see the numerous ¢
ertions made on thie spot. So little being known of the Settle.
ment, I was quite unprepared for it. On my landing, an 0fficer
in the Marines who had superintended my ascent came to my husba

and claimed acquaintance with him having repeatedly met him at
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Earron Garrows. A Jjoyful recognition took place and we immedi-
ately went to his house to see lrg.Evans (his Fife) who war the
cnly Lady in the Island. On the road I was introducead tc the Com
mandante, Capt.Bates, a most Gentlemanly :an. He was so Kind as
invite us to dine at the Yese butl my husband declined, bteing an-
xious to return te the Ship. I found lrs.Evans a most pleasing
female; the was very glad to see me, it being a rare occurrence
for her to have a female visiter, She had a sweet little girl
wvhori 1 was much tazken with; the child was not aboye five years of
age ahd having only been eight months on the lsland her recollec-
tione of England were very vivid; her little spirit cherished it
remenbrance as the brightest spot in the world. We were soon or
talking terms and I felt almosi a feeling of pain at hearing her
‘innocent prattle and regrets. She asked me if I was from ®ng-
land? and then quickly added; "Dear lrs.Friend, of all the partt
of the world J have ever bheen in I like England best." "But whe
have yvou ever heen, my sweet child?" I replied. "Nowhere but he:
and England, but I.like England best. Did you ever taste its

cherries and strawberries?" and she gave a loud smack with her

: l1ittle rosy lips. 1 promised to send her some pears I had on

board and was again asked if they were English, real E=nglish
pears, sweet pears?" to which I was sorry to give a negative,
having brought them from St.Helena.

After taking some tiffin, we proceeded to take a walk and see

the wonders of the place, of which they said there were but few.
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Put not expecting io see anything, everything appeared inwerestiin
t0 rie. Ve firsi went to the Tank which is &most finished and co
sists of three chambers which hold an inuense quantity of water,
believe 600 tons. Ji has heen formed out of the stlid rock and
must have been e srest undertaking. At present they are on an &l
lowance of water, half a gellon a dry, the water teing brought
from the mountain, a distance of about seven miles, in cartis.
They had made two tanke in the mcuntain to receive the water as i
dropped from the spring but during the heavy rainé they were wash
ed away and they were ruch alarmed lest they should lose the wa-
ter altogether. Since then they have bored and have been succest
ful, the shaft having four feet and hzlf water. The whole
strength of the Island is now employed in laying down Iron Pipes
from the mountain to the tank which is now in the town :
then they expect to have an ample supply not only for their own
use but zlso he able to supply shipping. We found that they ecan
suprly shipping ui}h rlrio st everything they may want at Governme:
prices, not even excepting Vegetables and Fresh Stock. They ha
200 Acres in the mountain in cul tivation with about 2000 head of
Cattle. A Captain and 100 len are stationed there. .J need not
eay there are no shops in the town, everything is station. what
ever stores you take are paid for in I.ondon. We called in to se
the less room which is extremely comfortable, and were introduce
to several of the Officers, there are eight stationed on the Is-

land. One of them, & Xr.MC Arthur shewed me some sketches he ha
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taken of different parts of the Island; they were exquisitely dont
We then proce~ded to the Turtle Ponds of which there are two, and
saw I should think some hundreds of Turile of enormous size. They
take them on the Xoonlight nights on the sandy beaches when they
come on the beach ito deposit their Egge; they then bring ther to
the Ponds where they keep them ready fer the Shipping. The aver.
age sent off the Igland varies from 200 to 800 the year. They
mentioned as & singular thing that when they first see the turtle
they ere very small, not near so large as the palm of ithe hand,
and that they then disappear, and they never find them in any in-
termediate size, only returning when they have attained their full
growth, which it is supposed they do very rapidly in five or se-
ven years. Capt. Bates gave ne a small pair of them. he also
sent on board a fine large one as a present for the King.

We went to the place where the Soldiers are stationed and en-
tered one of their cottages which was a perfect picture of cleanl:
ness and comfort. Altogether there are about 360 Souls in the Is.
land. Two slave ships had been taken by his Hajestyts Crujsers
and the slaves had been set at likerty on the Island, but they
could not get them to work or de anything for their support, but
took to stealing and robhing the houses, sc that they have bheen
obliged to send part of them back to Africa, and the rest will
follow by the first opportunity. We visited the different work-
shops, the Farriery, the Cooperage, etc, etc., not forgetting the

Chokey or Prison. Capt.Bates told us he never inflicted any othe;



e g

1105.

punichrient bvut so0litary confinement and found the systlen anewered
extremely well.

Ye had & great many Geologiczl specimens given us, one of thex
clcdely resembled the Scotch Granite and is found in that part of
t+¢ leland where they imagine nn Velcanic fire has ever bheen. Ha
zlsc some goold specimens of lLava.

Trie grertes! credit appears to be due te Capt.Fates for his es
ertions; everyihing that haes heen done has teen accomrlished du-
ring his residence of three years. It is a great pity they have
not succeeded in having a garden near the town. Capi.Pates has
zlso cormmenced building new Barracks, a Fort, and various other
improvements. Ye visited the Stiables where they had = few good
norses.

¥atthew examined the small turiles and noticed s a peculiarit
the jmmense size of their heads which ies about one third the size
of their bodies and of their fins which are full two thirds the
length of their shells; their fore fins it sppears to be their
general positicn %o lay on their backs. The top of the shell as-
sumes & Coronate appearance which is not the case with the full
grown Animal. The shell is imaginate yellow and very distinct.
ly notched.

The Barque which was at anchor, on enquiry, we found to be the

¥illiam Brown of Scarborough, Capt.Read. She went on thes Rocks

to the Windward of the Island and had sustained considerable da-

mage, making six feet water when brought to the bay, they were
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obliged to take all her Carge oul anc theroughly renair her.
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