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when I placed it on my finser it reached to the first joint of my 

finger--it was truly splendid. He wore a pink turban also covere 

l'ti til jey;els, and on one side of it was suspended a large Pearl 

valued at 

The Bride a ceo rding to the lJa ti ve cus toL1 was no 'L seen, but we 

understood she was about twelve years of age. Supper pre­

pared in a house near c:-.t hand, but no RuropeanB went to it. WheJ 

we drove away, t.he ga teB "Were on the point oi' being opened w ad· 

rr.i t all the poor, who were perroi tted. t0 ente:r· w .eat the 

· der of the feast. TniP. entertainment waB repeated three nights 

ru1d was for the express amusement of ttte Europeans. natives 

had their aroueemente the following nights. I forgot to mentj.on 

that the celebrated Dancing girls were there and that 1 was roucl1 

disappointed in their performance. They lmve scarce1y any move· 

roent in the dance and it appeared to me noU1ing but a continued 

taking off and putting on of a veil, accompanied by the 

of the bells on their h.nklets. I was alao much disappointed in 

a. "celebrated singerll who was there, but this is a Illatt.er of ta: 

There was a beautiful e.xhibi tion of skill in the use of the ewo : 

which was fearful but pleasing. They were, 1 ·· believe • Cashmeri. 

l!en who performed and consisted of a aeries of evolutions, plac 

ing the point of the sword in their mouths and then i"lying roun 

with the greatest rapidity. They had a wild appearance, havine 

profusion of long black hair hanging about them, with fierce 

black eyes and beautiful. of white teeth. All these peetpl 
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we understood, had upwards of £50 per night each person, and the 

whole expense of the weddins from three to four lac of r~pe e s, 

which is divided be-, "t:een the two fP...r:Ulies. One Ba.boo, Y...i t!smohrne· 

chunder, told me that all they cared to get money for was ·::.o 

8pend in Tiautchee and that none of them wished to die rich. 

During our stay in Calcutta we went to J$ar rach.--phoor. Sir 

Charles .Ff,tcalfe k:i.ncUy 8RVe roy husband perLilifH~ion t o select any 

Animal in t.~e Park he rn.igh t wish for pro vide d he did no t fix upo 

anv of the r~ver.nnr'n Pets, for th?. purpo~e of taking home. We 

were much delighted -r.ith thif3 excursion. The Park is truly ro­

mantic, reser.a.hlin,g our EngJ.iFJl Park~ nt home; a.~ we rR.:.'!l1Jled R.bo\l 

it I could alrno ~ t fancy myself in dear England once more. We we 

much disappofnted with the Animals which were very few in n umbe:r 

a."ld of a common description; the only one worth wit:ihing for waR 

fine Rhinoceros of enormous size and apparently very savage, ~hE 

we understood was a great favourite of the Governor. This beau ~ 

ful place which has been formed at an enormous expense (being m< 

ground) is in a state of great decay and. I believe, i~ not in­

tended to be kept up any longer, economy being the order of the 

day. We dined in our boat and left the place with feelings of 

regret. As we passed the banks of the river on our return home 

we perceived a large fire on the beach and were informed that t 

Na ti Tea were buey in burning the body of a Rindoo. ny huabMd 

being deeirOUA of seeing the CP.rP.ro.ony landed, Md !rom the ooat 
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percei veci. the corpRe was br0n.ght on t..'I-Jf: bedstP.f.f, on vrhj_ ~h he hnci. 

G.ied. Rnti was then laid en the pile of v.rood, 'f!hich we.s p,pt, f5.re tc 

'by his friends. 

,s:rea test in eli fference, busily ero.ployine thensel ve!? in thror.in.s 

fresh wood on the fire. ClOE' ·~· to us, 1 perceived. o.pp c-~rently 

BOm8 dead Anirral upon which two hungry savase dog6 ~ere feeding, 

but upon nea!"er inspection it proved to be r:.. huna.n body, throY.'n 

on the be [~Gh to d£~cay or be washed. a\'>ay by tht: tide. 1 vras inex· 

preseibl~r shocked and roy husband went c:..nd aslced the l'!c>vtives to 

burn the remainn wi tli thos~ of the other perBon. but t:ney '-~ou.ld 

not hear of it and quite laughed at llim 1 saying he 1H".F. not nne o : 

t."11ei r en.~ tP.. 

About a week before we J.e!"t CaJ.cu.ttP.» we broke up housek~epin, 

and went to Spence' f3 Hotel, and on t.he 2Gth. Feb, we Rt J.enzth 

~t off v:i th A. fair ~ind for cleR.r Enzl?.nd • 

.. 

• 
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A c;rea t r<l2.ny 

~ ~ G..tives cr:.;r.~e off to t: ·iP. filJ.ip with t11P.ir er•odr::. for 6::-.lr. .. Went on 

shore with ~.:.ias hoberts; the landins trul~T terrific, the breakers 

of euc1·. an enorNOUF; £ize, 1 was ruc,z·e ter1·ified b~ t.i·tis t1-~a.n EJ.most 

anythir•[; since I hac'. left homt:-. 

:·re r,ta.id at Gre.nt's 'hotel of which pla.ce 1 ca. ;·mot spec..k ve~· 

cc;urr:;c to hear· the ba.nc1. The dr·i ~eE E.Ie ver:·· excellent, :fs.r· su.r­

passin.s thoEe <•t CucuttE., tho 1 altc.geu-.er ~he place had. EOH'. the 

appearance ofF- Country town P*fter the busy gaiety o:f Calcutta. 

Ly hur;band dined. a.t Gover:nruent l-louse and. received i.!.uch kinu a. t-

tention from ~ ."ir.Luehington, the Governor. r.et SP.ret Rough, an 

old friend. 
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St.Helena. 

Anchored late in the evening. June 1st. The firr;t appea.ra..T'lce 

of thE I slanu is very desela te and its tarrEr .. ap;>eara..nce filled 

LLE with li1el2..llchClly feelings, for who ca.n se€ t.hi s spot. r.i thou t 

'ih e Islanci consif;tB of c:~ succession of barren hill~ of im::1ense 

be very strnnzly fortified and 1 fl1.ouJ.c: suppcRe irapre.snalllB. 

Early on Thur-sday Horning ~r hunbr~nd. took I'1,YFielf F~nd :.'J. f;R 

Roberts on shore; we ctai.d at c=~ :Bo&.rd.ing EousP kept by l!Js .. Ryr1 

where we V~ere e:xtrernely comfortable and ti1e expense ;:;.odel·ate. 

Lose on Friday at 6 in the moi·ning G.nd went in a, Chn.ise wit. 

my hustand to see Buonapa1·te' s tomb. I think I never· enjoyed n 

self more than I liid this duy. TI1e ascent was very steep .being 

by a winding road cut out on the side of the Lountain; the pre 

vailing feature Cli. t..lle country -u-.~.rough which we pnssed iras a s1 

rile barren desert with an occasional green ]>ntcl •• -..;e first "" 

sited the tomb which is situated in a ravine. An old Serge~,t 

has a Sen try box placed near the en trance in which he keep A a 

book for visitors to place their names. I do not think the gP-l 

ra.l _sketc}:les of thi H to rub faithful. The t.Clmb iA encloAed in fi. 

aquare iron railine R1ld 1 s a large plain At.Clne wi thC\ut nnv .. 
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inscription, the whole is again enclosed in another railine at 

80me distance from the other; the intervening space is plP..nted 

rl th willow trees. 'Ihc original r.ill.ows from w!1ich U1e Coffin 

was lo;;ered into t..."le Vault are in a state o~ grea.t dec:~.y, pu.rtly 

I should pres'.llne i'ron: t."le= vicissitudes of the Bl]a.son a."'ld pa:clly 

from the nuiner·ous visitors u~a t visit t:~e tohlb c2.rrying ~":..)' 

pieces of the::1 as ruei.ilentos; t:-1ey are almos-;;. bent to ~1c; ~round.. 

T'r.:.:= tor:.-u is prettily situated. in c.. n~r·ow ~ ·.z~.vine on ei L:-i ·~::: · sid-= o 

take a nen.r cut ant'i, ins tec:-.d of .returninz to u ·;.:.:c Cha.i ~e, t~, I1CHL'11 

t."le opposite rooun tain, but aoon ni tterly r~ptcm te;'i, aE i..he c.Br!en t 

was so steep I C iY..U.U. scp..rcely Dl.Ount it. 

We next proceP.d.ed to Longwood .rulcl every step we went the coun-

try becrume more dreary and barren, and at lene~1, upnn the ex-

treme point of one of the JllOuntai:lR, unpro tee ted by trees and RJ.. 

mo ~t destitute of verdure • we beheld t11e house that had been the 

residence of :Napoleon -EuonapartQ. The house has been conTerted 

into a Farm Houee and in ti1e room in which he died there is a 

large ~11 erected; ~~e bedrooms are converted into stubling and 

altogether it nasa desolate neglected appearance. I am eurpris~ 

U1e present occupier does not keep it in better order as he must 

make a coneidera.ble sum by shewing persons visiting t.he 

island without making a pilgrimage to it. :By way of :refreshment 

you may obtain 1lillc and Beer. We did not go to the new house 

which is erected in a valley close by and is prettily situated, 
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but went to lLr.Scoles' to inspect his Uuseum. llr.s, is, I belie· 

a genUeman of private property and raost liberally permits stran 

gers to have access to his collection of curiosities which we we: 

surprised to find so large and so well arranged. Ria daughter, 

charmins little girl about ten years of age BhP-wed it to us and 

dieplP.ye<t an intelligence far heyond her years. AA we descended 

we saw one large Party winding up the hill and it hp_d a ro0 st pic 

turesque effect, the Ladies in a Carriage and the Cavc>~iers on 

Horseback. 

1 was extremely tired when 1 arrived at Krs.Eyre's and the 

sight of breakfast was most welcome. 

Saturday. Rose at six and set off with my husband and Capt. 

Vander to ascend the Chain Ladder and visit the Observator 

i.ly good Man did all he could to persuade me from the attempt, 

~eeling certain I had not sufficient strength, but womanlike 1 

was obstinate and we commenced the ascent, but when 1 was about 

quarter of the way I felt myself so exhausted I did not know wha 

to do, and I must .confess I was quite unnerved when I turned my 

head and saw the awful precipice beneath me, At t~is moment, il 

b:--..re-foo ted li tUe Urchin crune Ringing and Rkipping u.p; I asked 

him if I waA half-way up. "Bless you, no, l-!.a•aro, not a quarter. 

There waa a man killed last week goine up. • This was quite 

enough ~or me and I was glad enough to yield to my dear R:usband' 

entreaties and return.· We then went the Carriage road up and 

soon reached the ObserTatory. 
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!Lr.Friend wa::: much gratified by his visit to the Observatory 

and pleased with Ur.Ib erson the Astronomer residing there. wbo 

~ppeared very indefatigable in his observations and spoke highly 

of the state in which the instruments were ke pt and of their e:xce 

lent acijustments. He nade several observation:: himself and went 

again in the evening by apJlOintment. 

SundRy. Went to Church in the roorninz. After tiffin went 

on bonrd the Ship, sailed on UondRy evening, ~une 6tt1. 

-.. · •··· p • ....... 

: , .. ' . _-.·.::.·-~~ ... _·:·;,_ 
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Ascension. 

Six hours at Ascension. June 12th. Uade the Island early in 

~~e morning and was pleased with its appearance. llatthew intendE 

to lay off and over and send on shore to see if he could procure 

some Turtle. As we passed to the 1\.V.'. of t..h.e Island we perceive' 

a Barque at Anchor and to our greal amazement a pretty little to, 

soon raised its head. We had heard that a small party of Uarine 

~ere stationed frtere but expected to find them in the rudest 

state. A Boat soon came alongside to kno v; if we wished for a su 

ply of Turtle and we were informed that ULey were Government Pro 

perty and sold at 2:10;0 a head round averaeine from 2 to 8 cwt. 

'lhey did not wish to receive m.."lney but would T.f. ther tSJ.ce things 

exchange. I was very anxious to eo on filiore and after some floli 

citation roy husband con~ented to take me. I waB soon equipped a 

lowered into the Turtl~ boat as no time was to be lost and aoon 

safely reached the Shore. Here to my great astonishment I per-

ceived an excellent Pier with a Crane on it and an excellent ac­

commodation Chair all ready for ~ reception, and I was soon 

placed upon terra firma. I was almost disposed to rub my eyee 1 

ask if I was awake so much surprieed was I to see the numerous 4 

ertions made on thi e spot. So little being known of the Settle· 

ment, I was quite unprepared tor it. On my landing, an Officer 

in the llarines who had •uperintended my ascent came to m::t husbaJ 

and claimed acquaintance -with him having. repeatedly met .him at 

- - ----- - - - - -
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Earron (';arrows. A joyful recor;ni tion took place and v;e i.n'led.i­

atP-ly went to hiR hou~e to Her. J.~s.Evn.ns (hin Wife~ r.ho ,m,F: the 

cnJ.y r~a.d~r in the Island. On the road J. was introd.u.cec1 to t."l-J.e co rn 

ma.ndA.nte. Capt.Bates. a most GentlemP.nly Han . He '\7ct8 so kind as 

invite us to dine at the J.',esP. but ~r husband declined, being an­

xiouE to return to the Ship. 1 found L~rs.Evans a most pleasing 

female; shP. was very elad to se e rue, it bt:; ing a rare occurrence 

for her to have a fe ::m.le visitor. ~he had a s weet little girl 

who~ 1 was n uch taken with; the child was not above five years of 

age and having only been eight months on t..'i-le Island her recollec­

tions of England were very vivid; her little spirit cherished it 

remembrance as the brightest spot in the world. v.re were soon or 

talking terma and I :felt almoat a feeling of pn.in at hearinz her 

-· ·innor,ent prattle and regretf3. She asked roe if I was 1"roro .F.nz­

land? and t.hen quickly added; .. Dear Mrs. Friend, of all the pf\Xtt 

of the world 1 have ever been in I like F.nelanct bP-flt." "But whE 

have you ~ver beP-n, my sweet child?" I replied. "Nowhere but he; 

and EnglRnd, but I like England best. Did you ever taste its 

cherries a.nd 1!trawberrie8?" and ehe gave a loud smack ... -i tl1 her 

little roey lips. I promised to send her some pears I had on 

board and was again asked if they were English, real English 

pears, trtreet pea.ra?" to which I was eorry to give a negative, 

haTing brought them from St.Relena. 

After t.a.ktng some tiffin, we proceeded to take a walk and eee 

the wonders or the place. o"f which they aaid there were but few. 
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:r;u ~ not ex-=>ec t; nz to Bee ~r L~in~, e1rerytl'd.ng appeax-er: in <.P.reP.. tin 

to m.P.. '~.'e first went tC" the Tnnk which is c-.J.moB<·, finished. F.nr. co 

si Rts of threP. chnr:iber~ which hole' .. rm ir,rtlP.nfi~ qu.c:.nti ty f!f We. ter, 

believP. 600 ton!'.. :tt hP.s bP.P.n fo!l1ed out of tile: Et.lid :rocl: R.n-:1 

munt. have 1>P.en ?.. sregt undP.rtaJcir-J.B. At rn·eeent thP.y n.re on Rn al 

lowance of water, hrJ.f a gF..llnn ?. dP._:J, the water being brought 

from tr<e r.~.ountain, n. dit7tance of about F.even miles, in cc-..rts. 

Tney h~wcl made two t~o..nks in the mounta:i.n to receive the water as 1 

dropped from the sprine but during the heavy rains they were wasb 

ed away and they YFere rr,uch alarmed lest they should lose the wa­

ter altogether. Since then they have bored and have been succesf 

ful. the srLaft having four feet and half water. The whole 

strength of the Island is now employed in laying down Iron Pipes 

.from the mountain to the tank which is now in t:"le town 1 

t.~en they expect to have an ample supply not only .for their own 

use but R1. so be able to supply filiippin.g. We founrl that they can 

. supply Ahipping with ru.r..o F;t everythine they may want at Governme1 

priCF.f:., not even excepting VegetableP. and Fresh Stock. They ha., 

200 Acree in the IUOuntain in cul ti va tion with about 2000 head o! 

Cattle. A Captain and 100 Uen are atationed there •. ! need ~t 

eay there are no shops in the town, everything is station. What 

ever ~teres you take are paid !or in London. we called in to ae 

~~e lless room which is extremely comfortable, and w~re introduce 

to l!eTera.l of the O!.fice~a, there are eight stationed on the Is­

land. One of them, e. l!r.llC Arthur ~ewed me some sketchea he ha 
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taken of different parts of the Island: they were exquisitely don~ 

We then proce;">. ded to the Turtle Ponds of which there are two, and 

saw I should think some hundreds of TurUe of enorr:'lOUR sl.7.P-. 'n1ey 

take them on thP- ?.~oonligh t nights on the sru1dy beaches when t.r.ey 

come on the beach to deposit t."heir Eegs; they then brine t.lter: to 

the PonrlFJ where they keep thP.fll r F- Rny for thP. Shi.p :p ing. The aver· 

age sent off the lRlnnd varieR frorn ?.00. to 80.0 the yen.r. ThP-y 

mentioned afl E singulA..r t."ling that when t.ltey firf=! t seP. the tu.rtle 

they P.re very small, not near so large RS the palm of the hp..nd, 

and that they then di sapper-~r. and they never find ther;:. in any in-

termediate size, only returning when they have attained their fulJ 

growth, which it is supposed they do very rapidly in five or se-

Ten years. Capt. Bates gave me a small pair of them. he also 

5ent on board a fine large one as a present for the f~ng. 

We went to the place where the Soldiers are stationed and en-

tered one of their cottages which was a perfect picture of cle<~j 

ness and comfort •• Altogether there are about 360 SOuls in the Is· 

land.. 'Iwo slave ships had been tRken by his lia.j esty• s CruJ ~ers 

and the slaves lud been Ret nt liberty on the Island. but they 

could not set them to work or do anyth5.ne -ror their support. but 

t.ook to atP.al.ine and robhing the houAe~, so th.at they hP.VP. been 

obliged to aend part or thern back to Af'ricn., and the rent will 

follow by the firat opportani ty. We Tisi ted the different work-

~hop~, the Farriery, the Cooperage, etc, etc., not forgetting the 
. . 

Chokey or Prison. Capt.l3atee told us he never infiicted any otheJ 
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punir;}u',cnt 'tt.Lt solitary confine:nent nnd found the sye 1.ew n .. '1Ewered 

"!.'e haC. c:. gre~t ;:.:J.ny Geologic El s:pecimenE civen us, one of t.her.: 

clc £ely r e se:-:-,bled ilie Scotch Granite and. it=> fc un,:. in 'L"tlat part of 

not Bucceeded in having n garden near the town. Capt.P.ates has 

c.lso cor-umenced building new Bc>~rracks. a Fort, anG. various other 

improvements. We vi gi ted. t..lle Stables where t..'ley had c~ few good 

horses. 

I! at thev.· examined the sn:a.ll turtles and noticed as a peculiari1 

the immense size of their heads which is about one third the ~ize 

of their bodies and of their fins which are full two thirds the 

length of their shells; their fore fins 1 t appears to be their 

general position tc lay on their backs. The top of the ahell as· 

sumes a Coronate appearance which is not the case with t."'le full 

grown Animal • The Bhell is iroagina te yellow and very di a tine t· 

ly notched. 

The Barque which was at anchor, on enquiry, we .found to be the 

~illirun J3rown of' Scarborough, Capt.ReA.d. She went on th!!! Rocke 

to the Windward. of the lflland and ha.d I!UBta.ined considerable 4&~ 

mage, making eix 1'eet water when brought to the bey, -they were 

.-<'~ 

~J __.. 
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oblige~ to ta.k~ a.ll her Cargc out anC:. thoroughly repai1· her • 

.. 

[ ~ .""'· .. l " 
~ ...... ...... . ~ .-........ . et 




	Friend Typescript 001
	Friend Typescript 002
	Friend Typescript 003
	Friend Typescript 004
	Friend Typescript 005
	Friend Typescript 006
	Friend Typescript 007
	Friend Typescript 008
	Friend Typescript 009
	Friend Typescript 010
	Friend Typescript 011
	Friend Typescript 012
	Friend Typescript 013
	Friend Typescript 014
	Friend Typescript 015
	Friend Typescript 016
	Friend Typescript 017
	Friend Typescript 018
	Friend Typescript 019
	Friend Typescript 020
	Friend Typescript 021
	Friend Typescript 022
	Friend Typescript 023
	Friend Typescript 024
	Friend Typescript 025
	Friend Typescript 026
	Friend Typescript 027
	Friend Typescript 028
	Friend Typescript 029
	Friend Typescript 030
	Friend Typescript 031
	Friend Typescript 032
	Friend Typescript 033
	Friend Typescript 034
	Friend Typescript 035
	Friend Typescript 036
	Friend Typescript 037
	Friend Typescript 038
	Friend Typescript 039
	Friend Typescript 040
	Friend Typescript 041
	Friend Typescript 042
	Friend Typescript 043
	Friend Typescript 044
	Friend Typescript 045
	Friend Typescript 046
	Friend Typescript 047
	Friend Typescript 048
	Friend Typescript 049
	Friend Typescript 050
	Friend Typescript 051
	Friend Typescript 052
	Friend Typescript 053
	Friend Typescript 054
	Friend Typescript 055
	Friend Typescript 056
	Friend Typescript 057
	Friend Typescript 058
	Friend Typescript 059
	Friend Typescript 060
	Friend Typescript 061
	Friend Typescript 062
	Friend Typescript 063
	Friend Typescript 064
	Friend Typescript 065
	Friend Typescript 066
	Friend Typescript 067
	Friend Typescript 068
	Friend Typescript 069
	Friend Typescript 070
	Friend Typescript 071
	Friend Typescript 072
	Friend Typescript 073
	Friend Typescript 074
	Friend Typescript 075
	Friend Typescript 076
	Friend Typescript 077
	Friend Typescript 078
	Friend Typescript 079
	Friend Typescript 080
	Friend Typescript 081
	Friend Typescript 082
	Friend Typescript 083
	Friend Typescript 084
	Friend Typescript 085
	Friend Typescript 086
	Friend Typescript 087
	Friend Typescript 088
	Friend Typescript 089
	Friend Typescript 090
	Friend Typescript 091
	Friend Typescript 092
	Friend Typescript 093
	Friend Typescript 094
	Friend Typescript 095
	Friend Typescript 096
	Friend Typescript 097
	Friend Typescript 098
	Friend Typescript 099
	Friend Typescript 100
	Friend Typescript 101
	Friend Typescript 102
	Friend Typescript 103
	Friend Typescript 104
	Friend Typescript 105
	Friend Typescript 106
	Friend Typescript 107
	Friend Typescript 108
	Friend Typescript 109
	Friend Typescript 110
	Friend Typescript 111
	Friend Typescript 112
	Friend Typescript 113
	Friend Typescript 114
	Friend Typescript 115
	Friend Typescript 116
	Friend Typescript 117
	Friend Typescript 118

