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J,~ft Portmnouth Au:,_::. 14th 1 8?.9 a f ter a stay t h ere o f r.l)C'IHt a. 

~reek f:i .. rd s J1 ing nur prP-pars.ti0nR for t h e J. ons voy<~s e befo re u~. 

i ... R.d;::; ::::. gr ~:r.>_t many goo d resolutions an n ;:>rOl>lises to k .sf·rp <-~ re:.sular 

journal; and provi ded myself -v~i t 11 every thing n e ce ssar y for t hat 

purno te . :r: ~pt it for ci~ fe v; days, a fter wh j.c h I a rn sorry t o s '1_;)1' 

1 nets l e: cte t3. it until I re a ch ed Swan Hiver; li1e fe w observation s 

Ea deira . 

Arri ve d Sept. l st . experience d e.Ol7J.e he a vy we <.i t >ter crossing 

~he B&y, s uff ered severely a ll t h e time . The appea:r·a n. c e of t J·, .b 

1 :;.nd the nmmen t we b eh eJ. d ). t; 

d s ted up on putting herself at tt:e front of the Cc:.:..bin .Pas senge1, fJ; 

.. 
because r.·he s a.id she was the best specimen on bo a rd a n d wh ich ~- ·l· 

deed she ",ras,. for she 't7aE the p-icture of heal t h and. go o d humour ~, 

t-1.ltho ~ we had be en s o short a time at Sea we were Ctf':ligh t.e d a t 
.. ,, 

t h e p ro !:lpect of procuring Vegetatles and Fruits both o f which ,.-e 

fortuna t ely found in profu.siori. 

'I'he finest Grapes such as are considered at home "Hot house'* 

We bought paskets 

\ ------ - - ~ere o-nly-4d~~~-=nd,~o~-n- ki~~=~ •-• 



madP- by t h e n2..tivP.s. "but coul cl procur~ n0 n P.. tnrn.l curiosittP- s . 

Ord.in<'lr y winf; of cnurse is cheap a.n<l I VH-LS mnr:h 2u"!1H~e cl wi.th 

the mru1nP.:r t hP. Eounta ine P. I"B bring i t i n t< ~ town nR-L~e1y. in ? l .efl 

~~kins dri<:; d in their origina.l sh<>.p e s . s tai d. at ltr· . Kei r fj . 

··~fen t t o se e i.tr .. Ji'indl ay an o l d frie n d of m;v h usb ?...J."ld.S ,. he~ 'Has v ery 

anxiou t:. for us t o st2.y vt i t h him. S:pe:-:n t t he day r run.bl i nz abo ut 

t he t ov:n v i s iting t h e dif f erent Ca t holi c Chu r- ches~ went to see 

Lhe ~~ ngli sh Ch urch 'tvll ich i s nearly fini shed cmd i s c~n el e,ge.n t 

l;u ild i ng ; it is mo st deligh tfully si tu~tte d ). n t h e c e:n tre o f a 

b e a.utifuJ. garden. 

Tl1 e shrub s a nd p l a nt ._ of t h i s gi f t.e d Island a.~·c mo s t e x:qu i si t e 

s.nd gro c! i n 1 uxu rian t pro f u sio n, fil l i n~; t he a i r ..,.;;_ th the m.o s t 

de l i e h tful p nr fu.-rr1e .. Ge r a niu.rr.i.£ , and o u r choic est ::lo t Ho use plc:tnt~ 

g r ov: i ng w-i ld. . The roads t~re good bu t very Htee p, i t r e qu.j.r e s 

· ~o:r f? A f'i a ccu:=; t cnnerl t o t hen to rrlC'l lm t t h em; tJw:y are r.1o s tJ.y pav r~ d · 

vtit11 r~ lnne stick witl1 a prong in it to j~nci te t11e Po neJ' 01~ ; i f~ 

he goes too fa s t, the boy to y our t~rro r pull s him back by t he 

tai l ; t h ey g a llop up t h e steepe st h :!.lls. 

Thursday. Rose ear ly and rode to see the La.d~r of t h e J~ount .. 

Rc turnr-;d t o brea kfast; a ft.er breakfast we n t to Cava.lla ' s Garde ns 

h e i s a t p resent absent on account of h i s politic D.l o p inions; j_t 

i e painful to see such a beautiful and extensive place r u.nning to 

ruin . The Fuscia here grows in t h e vd.ldest profusion# whole 

hedges are formed of this exquisite flower. In the evening went 
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to a Concert at 1!-.:r.Findlays. Was so tired could scarcely keep 

JLa t U1ew had upwards. of t:.nree hundred applications 

from Portuguese desirous of goine t o t he nel'."" settlemsnt. 

~alked in tl1e rr..o rning but was so exce8fively tired 

Sailed Sept. 5tr·L. 

f avour of the Ccmstituticn?-li1?tr;. A 1-:11 j. tary Officer vrh om W8 

met on heing a.sked for a toast after dinner :publ5.cly eave J);.""inne. 

l!ia.r i Ft i n G 1 or i a • The Peasantry s.re n fin r-; an(l nol>J.A race but 

s c::.dly d.epreseed by the v.ri therins infll ence of Priest Craft. Ec-

clesiatics ttre seen in every part of the t0"\-'\111 loung ing abo ut, 

mc.intaining the most despotic power over them. To them alone 

Den 1Liguel is indebted for his Island. They are indeed the OP..ly 

enenies liberty has to fear. l t is re:m.arlcabl e tiU"i. t du.ri ng the 

various political commotions no Eu.ropea.ns vra.s P-ver interrupted by 

e:i ther party. Their houses were invariably considered sa-::red 

though known to contain refu.geee. These refugees would .fre-

quently very imprudently go to the windows Rnd abuse the Public 

Officers and Soldiers when pasF:.ing which at 1engtl1 induced the'! 

Govern0r to inforra t."le En.glJ.rlh th~.t. he ~ould not ans-;re1· for th.e 

con~equences of irri t.atine; the feeJ.ingA (')f the tritli""7!.phant Party 

if they continued the sa1·ue line of "Conduct. A few Engli~h taken 

in Arms WBre banished the Isl~nd. 
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Bahia. 

i\rrived. Oct . 1 5th af ter having had a most delig"·l tful voya.ge--

fine we a t h e:r nearly al l the time .. The fi:r:st a.ppearance cf' L"l i s 

pl2-Ce is Y'-"'ry beautiful, t~e Ecenery :r.agnificen t. 1:11e lower town 

starid s at t h e foot of a. h igh h ill. upon tl1.e to11 of v;hich t h e se-

co ncl or Ligher· to wn is erec te.:i., · The lo ;;;-er tc>wa is where most of 

the m<: rc: antile transaction s are c a r .- ie on a.nd. i s h. rLiser;;;.·nly 

dirty l11 R.ce. The UlYfH:r tn -.vn i s of n~o re modern date ;:met haB 

c ::tr:d ed 1 :r t h e h ill J.es.d.ins tCl the uppe:r· tow·n i n ·a kind oJ-:- SE'!dan 

Chair with open F>ines and with Gu:rtains wr,ieh you can d.:raw at 

and gold. Th.ese cha.i rs ar·e c a lled i n Portuguese Cade:r·es . 5ct.. w£~ 

the charge for merely mounting the Hill but i t wafO cus toma.ry to 

engage t hem by t.'le day a.ncl g ive t11 em 6 Patacs, equal t o 6 shil-

ling s . No respectable person walks . Unacquainte d wi ·.11 t he 

'-

cus Lcm '11-,;e went out for t h.e purpose of shop:ping_a ~' Ang].et~.:..E.~-

"but pre sently had a great crowd a fter us--che ering awl apparentl~ 

admirin ~; u !: .• Vi e were obliged tD t a1ce l:'efu.ge i n a Shop and. v..-ere 

no t so r :r;:,r when we found ourf:;el ves i n Cadere s on ou.r way home. 

Even a"t t h e H.otel at which we we re Ataying we used to b e rouc.h an-

noy ~d by the n~bers of strangers constru~tly coming i n to l ook a1 

us. We were quite s1ibjecta o f curiosity, RO m<-my :F;ngliRJ-1. J.R.cU. ~s 

h?..v:i.ng nAver been seen in Bahia before. We could not get p r.iva1 

ei t tine-rooro~ ana ,.-ere ob llged ultimately to Bhu t ourne l vea up ir 

'"-·----·---- --·-· ------ -·- ·- .... .. .,.. ___ ..., .. - ~ - -..:.....-. - ~ . -·· -·- . ·-
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our br:drooms. 

Sunday 18th. Rose early and went dressed. to the Italian 

"' Church. 1 t was the -'i.~ll:r de fete O·f t."te Patron Saint r;t. no salie. 

ie were ouliged to have seats taken for us ancl, although we ~·ere 

there i n gooci time~ had great difficulty in getting to them. I 

nevel.~ saw such a mass of peo ulc. 1'bey were most .. ly ::>e c:. ted o n the 

ground ana :=:;o thick \'{e c ould scarcely put our fe ~:t to the floor 

without treacling upon thern. 'I'hs Portuguese J.,adi <-: s v.-erc :i.n full 

dress. ;:t.ncl altogether presented. a brillic:t.n·i:, scene. They wore 

were hRi1d~. O:t4F.:ly wo rked in Gol rl. Their dresses were lo vv to the 

'.Their h2.ir which i fl e;enerp.J..J.y black 

was dres;:o;P.fi according t.c ()U.r cus.tor:1 Rncl at the hRcl< of their 

heRds, they wo re either black or white veilf> hanginr, in graceful 

fold s .. They appeared to me peeulia:rly interesting with their 

large dark eyes sometimes cast on the grou11d appa:rently in deep 

devotion~ at other times looking at us, as Yte ~ntered. wlth such 

a langui shingly indolent expression as if the very exertion was 

too much fatigue. The Church 1~s adorned with a profusion of 

flowers and was more .£:t:,etty than magnificent. At different 

parts of the Service where t.hey wished to be irnpressi ve Sky 

Rockets and fire works were let off to carr-y the prayers to Rea-

ven and in the middle of the service quanti ties of' real flowers 

were thrown over the congregation by slaves placed in the gRJ..-

leries; the delicious perfume from them waR rooat refre shing . 

- - - .. - ........ -. _ ... - -l-. - ... -~-_ ... _, ......... .-s.; ..... 
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There are hf-:re a great mL-nher of C:hurcheR consl cterinz tile R).ze:: of 

tl'1e plac e . I was told 72. b:..r a Gentleman who was , .. ·:r- j_ ting an ac-

count c.f Tic1hia. 

C11t.lrch ·we ,,,ren t to the monJ~s ;.:,1 thcugl1 at prayexr: st~ ... red E .. nd mniled 

~ t us in t.;uch a. r1a.nner we were o1Jlis;ed to leave~ in a.J.o ther an ol< 

\~'Om,ln wa!:: very rude a11d insisted upon ~Z:. taking o:ff UJ bonne t but 

suff0:r·ec. 2. yGU11.g Lady who to v1ee..r hers with im.pu.ni ty. 

\Ye went t o th& convent '30 celebrated fen· its t'feat..i1er ' 

flowe!·s c-,.nd found them very pretty; we mad<~ large pu:t~cl1asefi ln.1.t 

cnns5.der the;1 clear . T'ney are ma.de "t-ly the nuns fo-:r th~il' own pri-

vate r>rofit . The c olours were i.n=:r~r beautiful .. 

pee ted .. They were 1-Jringing as m?...ny a~ they could the tirns havin, 

nearly arr ived when by their treaty with Bng.J.P..nd they r.!U~ t p ut an 

end to the trade,. They average at present nearly six blacks to 

one ,,1lli te--ir1surr-ections are daily t n..king place , some a:ce p ut dov.; 

with difficulty. Slaves y,;ere 1ayint; about in all the streets fo 

sale B..nd I unde.rs tand from t:he gentlemen ville visited the Slave 

l.'arke t t hat it was cro wded to excess. Some of trw 'NOmen were re 

markably fine figures and wore their sha~ls in a most graceful 

n<:tnner. 

Sunday 2 ~> th. Vlent into the country and dined \'fit..~ JJ.ra .. 

a.n English Lady, enjoyed mysel:f' ao mach, my d~ar. RuP.bAAd wnn 

._ ... _ .. _. ___ ..... ---- ·-· -



l 

8 • 

. -ith rne, the only time he went out with m?. in Bahia. He found a 

curioua creeper plant, the seed the rnost Of!Rutifu.l thing I ever 

beheld. It was unkno wn to him. 1 regret to say that at thj.s 

Port my iLaid Servant behaved s o ill I was obliged to dis1niss her 

from my serv i c~ and put her in ~~e Ste erage. I had done all in 

my power to save her but in V i.un. Th e temp tations to which Ser

vants are exposed on b oard sh ip are incredi ble. I only wendel' hoi 

any escape. Went in a lar-ge Party up t-he river sh elling . The 

river is very wide and nav igable a great distance up. We went 01 

shore at one of the sugar houses and whil at there a Brazilian 

female passed on horseback, she rode like a ma n and was dressed 

in white and had a man ~ s h a t trimmed vvi tl1. a large plume of black 

rea t.11.e.rs, to European eyes she presented a. singular appearance. 

Found a grP.at ma.ny shells on. the beach b ut mostly dead ones. 

DinAd in the l)oat ancl returned home IT.LUch deli.ghted wi t..lt our ex-

curRion. 

TueRday. Went to the Opera. Th~ Theatre was a mir;erabJ.e 

building and the performance wretch.ed with the exception of a 

comic dancer who was excellent. 

Spent a few hours this morning delightfully in visiting the 

&aerican ship HThe Hudson~, Commodore Crichton. Even my hus-

band (who is an old Lieutenant in the Navy) acknowledged she was 

in beautiful order. Captain Friend afterwards received great 

kindness from the CommDdore . He wa~ in great want of water fox 

his ship and could not get any and was very anxious to get away 

at this time he understood that Government were about to supply 
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the Am.erican shiJ? with water. He immediately went to "Lhe Commo-

dore and ex:pla5.ned hO VI' he was situated. He immediately told him 

he wouJ.d do all he covJ.d to serve him. Next morning v;hen Govern 

ment sent the water to his . shJ.p he received itt 8.nd ·then r•:rdered 

his hORtS with p...n o'ff).c~r to tC'lw it to the Wansteac'~ , Pvssist in 

w.anned his y?..rdB and his band played God save tl:1e Ki.ng.. Of cou2·~ 

B ~U.lecl Oct. 30th. 

During our ~;tay I often he?..rd ~'£rs . Graham~ wor}~ c anvassed b y the 

Portuguese Gentlemen and found. her descrip tion of their znanners 

and custo ms had given grer~t offence. Erlglish Articles were 

much cheaper tha n in England. occR.sioned. by a glut in the l~~arke t. 

It is a most magnificent Harbour :for shipping a nd apparently a 

place of considerable tr~de. The i .nhabi tants appeal' well dis-

posed. An English Sailor c run('; up to Captain Fr:i. end re que a ti P..g 

to be taken on board his Ship. Capt. F . naturally asked. him wh~ 

he left t h e last vessel he was on and received for answer that 

he had -served on board a Pnrtugu~se Rhip and had left in conse-

quence of killj.ng the Captain whom he had thrown overboard, hu.t 

added he waB :nnt so deer. in the nire as s0m.e of the others ... 

Q,uery, W<-tB this a. reco!l.L'Tlenci;:t tion. 

A roR.n lllent 'On with us who was one of the Irish Brie;ade; from 

hirn -we learnt that he was one of a lP.rge pa.rty who crone frorn Ire· 

land with the promises of grants of land and other advantages . 

The Emperor however instead of fullfilling his promises compelle1 
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them to carry Arms . Ultimately little to his advantage for being 

backward in his payments and provisions the body rose en IDr'1.B se 

and actually tool< possession of the Fort at Rhio Jamison. They 

held .it three days which so much f'J.armed the Emperor that be was 

very gle .. d t o tP..ke up the first Ship and fiend them away at any 

expense . 

• 
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Cape of Good Hop€ . 

Ancho r ed at t~e Cape . Tne first ap pearance of 

t his to w:1 i f:i plea:::in,?; , t h e hout-e s ap pearing so rernE.rkably clean .. 

Hesi d ed at :..:.rs. Rus ch's anG. were tol e rably comfor table .. He ceived 

grea t Rttention fro m C2.}! t. and :t':rB. l ;e:..:rne s to whom we bro ugh t let-

ten:; of intro ductio n. I r .• houl d not 1 ike to :resi df! at. t h e: Cape 

on P~C count nf the Sou U:. R<U') tex·J.y v; i nc_ vrh i ch at tl. B en 1 ; J. o v.' ~ w5. th 

g:rP.· F~t fury c?..:rr~d. ne clou<'i.F: cf r:;r-:,nd alone vd t h it c>.nrt whic~-'t JH'me-

t o hf; s h ut. nut in v ain. J.t toC'l k PUch an effect on rne that I 

vms quite unw·::;J.J ancl oblig:::d to gCl t o 1;<=:d . Th~~ f}ptrl ts of nur 

party we :ce: l1ere n uch darr::ped 1;y reports re s pectine Swan Jd. ver .. A 

ship had. returned fro m tlw.t p lace br i nging bad tidings, e..J.moflt al 

t:.11 e sl~dpping h a d been en :shore a nd g reat di sappoin trr~.e nt pr-evailed 

with regard to the soil. 

the reports--others did . 

Some of the passenge!'S did not l1eliev 

On the whole it tli rew a t:;loom over 

our happy party a nd ~-;reat anxi e t~r pr-evailed until we reache d our 

destined Po1·t the Sw·a.n . 

One Gent1er.1an l eft us. a Er. TJ:10"S wi t ll about 20 Sa..."Cony Sheep 

and well he dj_ d -so, fen.· at the Cape they were estirna ted at .;:70 

each and at f>wan :Kiver they were of little v ~.lue . Went with 

Capt. Barnes t o see Dr.Smi.t:!-t 1 S collection, was much pl~ased., 

HeRrd :from h i m that a.hou. t <>~ mo nth hefore a !?hi p had touched at 

the CapP. which had four Orni thoryn !~ ti on bOPwrd for th~ Fr~nch 



l?. • . 

Na turalists. 

Eiss Rober t s a young lady on board v;as here obliged to put her · 

eelf" under my protection, h e 1· brother suffer ins under a relapse 

o.f brain Fever. She a ccompanied me on :my long voy ag e home. Her 

brothe:.r: left a t t h is pJ.ace under strong delusion. Capt. Ji'riend 

wet wi tJ1 his r:.a j esty ~ s Ship the Cnanti cleer, Capt. J!'o s ter, with 

w1wm he compc-:.red some observa,tions much to his satisfaction, and 

also visited th8 Obs~rvatnry e-tnd received mu ch kindness from. r•.r . 

and ::.rs. :B'e.l lcwm ; he wa~. extnn;}eJ.y pleased with the Instruments 

whi ch h~ Bta terl to be of the finest deBcription. 

'I'hR Cape fqypt=:ars quite rt land of plenty hut the spectacle t..h.at 

most astonished me WP..s the lRrge tai.lR of the Bh eeps whi c:h i.n 

some 5.nf::tH.nc e:s we ight equal to their whole bodies and are princi-

-pally composed of fa t. ThR goats are also of an immense ~ize 

a.nd the finest I ever beheld. furnishing a great deal of milk; 

one; that I had on board suppl ied me daily 7ri 'L'tl two quarts. They 

are much better at sea than cows being so much more har-dy. 

There is no English Church; the Service is perfor.u"led in t...h.e 

Dutch Church a.l terna tely with ti1a t Co.rn.munion. 

'l,.he Streets are hilly but wide and built with much regularity, 

but you suffer much fro m the Clouds of nust wrd.ch the south 

Easters blow through them. 
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mile r:md hs.lf from Ehore. 

coul d nGt co me off . I wa s lTtUCh d:!. s cqlpointed ;~:iL"l t h e ap p ea,:r·a.r.ce 

of Swan River, the entrance ie so extre mel y narrow. ti~e country 

lov: n.nd s:2ndy . 

phur and t h e :Nancy at Cockbu rn :-:ound. 
~- ----
llaro,ui s of ~n~l~sey at Gages Eoads. ___ ..::.~.,... ___________ __......_ ,.- Tbe 1 ::..t ter Y'ta8 j U B t v.r:h ere 

she had drifted the rd.ght sh e c ar:J.e OYl F .. hore and. war: not above fiv1 

yards fron dry land. 

for £7>00 ann h e has sine ~ 1P.t her to Government fo:r' .::LOD tr.~ yea.r 

h a B be ~n converted 5.nto the Governort s re~idence {whe.n at 

Pri 8on Bl 1l. I! fo l' refractory se J:-..ran ts. Th.e .chief to wn Perth iA 

plying fro m. it to thf~ mouth nf the rivc~:r. Yt"lu c<'m 1H' ;~vdse hire 

boatB nut the charges are enormous--for one trip to P~ sh ip and 

back vdth lug,sagc they charge 4:4:0 • 

.Finh is ver-~r plentiful . The Srtapper is the most co .m:..-J.On and is 

very ~ood,.. inde e d , the best I tasted on the cc,aet. 

,_!.J e find U1a t in consequence of I~~·.Peel having ar:ri v e d behind 

the time nar1ed by Government, Capt. Stirling h? ... d given mvay the 

grant reserved for him. and he had been obliged to t ake a.no ther 

about nine miles to the South of the Swan opposite Garden Island. 

-·---------~---- - ---~ 
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Sundr:.y 31st. 1Garly this morning all the Stock went on P.hor~. 

Capt. J!'riend P..lso went. r0WP.d by four of the gentlE'Hnen who c n.ll 

much rliF.Ftppolnted with t..ru'! RJ!Ileara.m:e of the ro ad whj.ch i~ very 

... , . 

narrov-.~ at the en trance--1 should ).magine not a quarter of a mil e 

wide. It is very true that the country i s nb~~~tift~).:.v unduJ.atin 

and t\1 inlv WO()ded~ but alas the soil is nothing but s a nd. The 

town of Freemantle strongly resemble s a Cotmtry }'air and has a 

pretty appearanc e , the 71retty white tents looking much like boothE 

--a t presen~ there are not above five O!' six ho uses. It is situ-

a ted at t he entrance of the r~wan. The bar has neve!' roore t:t1an 

f our fe r~ t water over it, anct at times is i mpassable; every morn-

ing there is a strong land breeze and at evening a sea. breeze , at 

i-'r"h ich times it is i mpossi.ble to go in opposite directions. Went 

to a~e l.,;:.r.and JL.rs. Wells, Coll J~anton•A a.gP.nt here, wa.;:; ext!'P-mel~r 

pleaserl with U: ra.Wells, find her a charnli ng unaffected young worn....::'U 

'1-.'h iJ.e I was s5.tting at the door talking wit...lL her. HI' C B .• Ne th~ 

Ship~s Carpenter in f t state of consternation with h iA tools j.n hi: 

hands, he had been doing something to the outFJide of the. Ship whe J 

the boat brokr. loose with him and two men in it and in spite o f 

every exertion they had been carried by the current over the bar 

and had drifted on shore. To judge how navigable the river is, 

I stood by the side of the river and saw l~s .Daly the surgeon's 

widow of the 63rd. come down in a boat. She was towed by men 



-
at times walking nearly to their chins in watcrt she had started 

at davbres.k and did not reach Freema.ntle until past sev-en at ... 
night, being a distance of only lG milAR .. 

ments ( Towni'O 1. 

a.A tn prevent good Rized boats froro b e ins used on it; thP.y h?..Vf! 

caF>e for general use. ·rook my first walk out. witl1 ! ~att1:.ew, 

found t.."le soil extreE<ely sandy but covere d \'7i th verdure. The 

Trees were quite bleached and leaning in one direction~ giving 

evident proof of constant heavy winds from one quarter, I under-

stood from those who had first arrived at the co rc1.mencem.ent of win 

t!:lr t ha t the winds were truly dreadful, coFdng in sudden squalls 

with violent bursts of l'ain . Tents were sometimes entirely 

blown av;ay. lea-ving the unfortunate inhabitants who had. been be-. 

neath them exposed to a deluge of rain. We did not find one gar 

den in the place~ all had failed. Vie saw one potato patch which 

appeared tolerably flou.rl.shj.ng, :i. t was made soil and about 6 f~et 

by 2. }!'rom what I could J.f;arn they ap])eF .. r~d to have erred in 

the me<u-mreF; fin:;t gdopted on J.and:i.ng--i t was quite dif;treRs5.ng t 

hear thFd.r .F>Ufferings, thP.y 1and~d ln "Garden lslRTidn j.n a l11Clnt 

tempestuous t~mr'!. of.' the year, :many ill provided. The Governor 

himself had no tent and was obliged to have a sail fixed, scarcel 

anything was a protection. Gentlemen and ladies were obligP.d tc 

share the same tent each night expo sed to a deluge of rain, aftel 

~-
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staying there some time they removed to the entrance of Swan 

River where they again staid and from t..h.ence were ~ain removed 

fron Freeman tl e to 1' er th. '.tl1is town which is the se a t of go-

vernment is sixteen miles u:p the liver . but the zood. lewd doeA not 

cornru.enc c~ until f ive miles after.r-rards and then t; u t in co .o.para tj.vel~ 

s.r Lall quanti U.eH. 

s;y on t hf! })P.rt of the set tle:r s; it i ~ true they are wn. i tj.nz for 

with rn.<-=tny:--they might at all .eventa be erecting thej.r houfH'~s and 

pre}J<tring for the wi nter. k elancholy appea.rs to pervade all 

claeses and. great dreaci is felt lest t h ere srwu1d..be H. scarcity 

oi' :provi Edens. Captain F . stal-te d this evening wi tL the sea 

bre sze for· Perth as no goods may be l anded until the ship i s re-

ported to the Gove:c nor. The wind being contrc-'"ry for me I could . 

not retux·n to the Ship. 1'~rs. Wclls kindly of'fered me such a.ccom-

mo dation as P .. he had, which I tha!LI\:ful.ly accepted.. lLr· . and. v,r s .. 

VI . are at t.'Yle head of the first cstablisl'iment here, bu.t have 

scarcely a comfort a,l)OU t th.ew.. One of our barns wo uJ. ci be a. man-

sion l'eBid.e theix· house. They have half <=>- small thatch ed ho use 

which make£3 one room in wh).ch thr.y s:dt, er... t and Blf'!ep. '.r:hey have 

lishmf'mt tht'!y can get nothing done. ~l'hP.y havt~ but on~ attendant 

and that iF> a dirty little 'boy about ten years of age. They cri.ll 

even scarcely get their clothes washed, while at the sa.roe time th 

. ---· ... _.. . ... -~ ............... ___ .....,_.~ ............. ~'--..- .. ,._ ...... ·--



17. 

women are washing fOl' strangers, who are obliged to pay 6 r;h.illing 

the doz. The servants are in feet receiving wag e s and fo od and 

doing no t 'll i ng for it.. I h a d a wretched night at E.r s. w. She wa 

s.o kind as to r.1a.ke me up a. bed_ at the foot of hers and put up a 

curta in te> divide the beds; scs.rcely was the CF .. '1cile out when out 

Two trotted. ov e r my hea.d t .2~ third, more bold, came 

over rny face. vih j.ch so frightened me I was obl:i.gecl to awruce r:r. 

A cand.le WRB pro c ured but e.lF .. f!> th P.r~ wa s no 

chancf; of AleP.p for the place wa~ fu.lJ. of thf: l.ar fre~t f'J.ea n J. 

eve:r AR:w . 

i~nnd n.y Fel) . lAt. 1!:y dec..r Hu.f.:·band retu.rned wJ._thout. hav5.ne; 

bNm Rhl P- to reach Perth. The no at had ernuncted, he '-'.'<• !': n llli .e;~ d 

to remain inlier a11 the nieht and return tbJ.s morning quite 

tired. He turned tn the Ship. k at thew again l e ft mn to try and. 

reach Pei'th. 

Tuesday 2nd. B.r.Sands the first 1ia.te went n n shore with the 

"Horse House 11
; it fell out of t...h.e boat crossing the 't:Ja,r with t wo 

of the men inside of it, Th e House drifted five miles o.bove the 

town. every time the men v-rho were inside tried to reac..Y-t the door 

it turn e d over. they v:ere like squirrelB j.n 2. cage.. It vms at 

length cnre:rtaken by thP. boat. It has 1)ee n taken on f;hore for the 

purpoAe of Itk!.king a fotta.ge Ornee for me. Hr.Sandfl likEwd.s~ 

took RJ.d the roAn save the Cook and the StAward. ·;..re dP.tarn1ned. 

to h<we A. ,i oke wi t..h the GP.n tlemen on ehore f'or lP.aving uR J..Rdiell 

alone on board flhip. Got Richard to hoist the Blue Peter as a 



.. --.. ~ 

lB. 

signal we were going to sea, half an hour afterwards hoisted the 

Union Jack tied in knots to show we wa.nted a boat, at four o~clock 

began to get rath er frightened that no boat came off, so drew down 

the Blue Peter to show we were in earnest. At eight ti~e boat 

ca..'!le off witu~ the Hevd l!cr .Davis and Capt. Leard. Quite re ~i oiced 

to see them. 

Wednesday 3rd. Had a restless night quite uneasy about my hus 

band, wish he would return. Several gentlemen carne off to see us 

Understood great dissatj.sfaction pre·..rails against Government. They 

appear to thiruc i tF> expenditure too small to aF>R). st c-j.n infRn t set-

tlement not rnore than 300 per month. Complain l ikP.wi se .,_. t the 

grP8.t G-o verrnnfmt reserves of land. The whole of one sicle of the 

river i's kept; the whole of the frontage from Freemantle to Peel~ 

Town besidr::s a J.arge quantity of the choicest land. near Perth. 

T'ne Governo1~ has likewise given good grants to the officers of the 

different Uen of War that have been at the Port. They are gone 

away for tl~ree years and in the mean time the land lies idle, and 

numerous Settlers are waiting on the beach for their grants. No 

person as yet has had their full grant; settlers that perhaps ex· 

pected 60,000 Acres have 500 and so in proportion. The explorin~ 

Party to the South on which so much depended ti1e fate of the Colol 

returned this day and without going on shore came off to see my 

husband. 'Iwo of the Gentlemen were known to me before, but they 

were in such a state I did not at first recognise ti1ern, t..'ley had 

been absent a fortnight during which time they had neither shaved 
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or changed their drest~--i:mae;inf'i the state they w~re in. T!H"!Y eive 

a tolerR.ble gand report of thf'! land at the River LeischnBl!-lti r.ay 

it is rnuch better than at the Swan and that the river is navigable 

a considerable distance up and has a pretty good harbour. 'l'hey 

sav; an imr:1ense nwnber of S1:rans. The natives were nmlierous and at 

one place showed signs of hostility. One powerful man followed 

ther.:t to the beach threatening. The Gentlemen gave me a. black 

m'lfan .,. the only one I saw at Swan laver • 

Thursday 4 t h . lEa t t hew returned--delighted to see him, had the 

Swan for dinner and .found it very goad eatlng; it W"ab dressed t.'Le 

sai"'''le a r~ a goose; t.,.""l.E'! i"J.esh ). ~ dcl.rlc but tender eq,nd well navo ured. 

Came:; on sho:r~ with. ; ~a tthew and actually slept in my nP.w houHe • had 

an excellent night' n rest., CJlll.t~ enjnyed the change . V:len t in the 

evening to F>ee the .Net drawn, caught a gren.t many f'iS"~'i. ... 

Thursdi'-Y 4th. Ro FJe early to arrange my house, i. t will ruU<e a 

tolerable residence. 1)llt f'j.nd it too much expo~ed t{) the nun and 

t.he wind. Teased to death by the flies. Rad many visitor!i in 

the evening, had trunks of trees placed on each side of the house 

·on which we sit and in the eyen ing have a large fire in the front. 

Had a tent pitched for the Ser·van te by the side of the house 8-!"ld 

twc tents at a distance from the rest of the party. 

a neighbouring tree. 

Cooked under 

Friday 5th. Walked into t.he country, find no thing but sand .. 

The scenery very pretty and a profusion of ~hrubs, likewise a 

great many Grass Trees . We are here at a bad ~eason :for BotRny. 
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all th~ flow~rs b~in.g past P.nd wj_nter cor.nrnencing to put on hiR 

sobr:;r hue . From the first corners I hear thR t the place wRB ).j_ te-

rally a she P. t of flowers.. As to birds, scarcely one remains, 

every body carries a gun and they have completely succeeded eiLhel 

in shooting or driving away all the feathered race. Loved my 

house under the shade of a tree. 

Sunday 7th. Am just roasted!~ t Thermome ter 92 in the shade . 

The Na tives h ;;ui numerous fires round. us wh ich made the heat in-

tense. Expected every rainute to see them come down on us. Rad 

Iillngaroo tart for dinner, a present from Mr .Henty~ resembles Ox

tail; had likewise Paroquest and ~uails for dinner--qlu.te co

lonial. 

Jl:.onday 8th. HeRt excesRive. Thermome ter 98 in the shact.e:; 

suffered much frorn the warmth and the fli~s are so troul)leaome. 

We are alwr..vs thirB ty--alwa,ys drinking and nev~r satisfied~ I 

imagine the water munt b~ brackis..'l, ali our well is on the beach ... 

I have scarcely moved all the day. 

Tu~aday 9th. Rose early, not very well , think the wat~r does 

not agree ¥d th me . Went to Perth with Matthew; did not arrive 

until very late in the evening. The banks of t..'l1.e river are trul~ 

beautiful and l!'~elville Water a fine she e t of water. When we ar

rived at the settlement (Perth) had to make our way through the 

bush to reach the town guided by the fires. Was not expected be

fore to-morrow, did not find the tent ready so was obliged to wall 

up and down the town whilst they emptied the tent whi ch was full . 

h._ ________ .. ---------- ·- ·---- ·· 



~1 . 

of p~ople c a rousing. Never alept in auch R. m.i AerR.bl ~ plac~; 

everything so dirty, sheets etc. Such quRnti ties of ( ,o sqni t.oes 

and f leas, the laf>t gentry t he largest 1 e ver saw. J ~atthew s at UI 

all t he night driving the inse cts ofT me . The noise fro m the 

neighbouring tents so annoying and t..h.e Soldiers sitting up late 

singing and drinking . 

Wednesdc.y lOth. Ro s e at daybreak . Capt . Irwin cf the 

car11e down and t ook me to his house ; he is very comfortable . 

breakfasted with him and "t-.!tsted tl1e co mforts of an ~:nglish. house, 

had excellent white bread, butter and. milk . Took a long walk 

aftei· ll reakfast1 d i d not find the sancl eo annoying a s a t Free-

m<'l.ntle b ut it penetrates just as much. h~re it is ,hlG.ck; at 

Fr e ~7-man tl e it is quite; white , and dia trEHHH'• ~ ·the sight v~ry much. 

The Ritura.tinn of th~ Town if> extremely pi cttu-e squ~ 11ut itf> areat 

distance frorn t h e entrance of the rivP:r and th.e nmr1e:.r·nus Bh o?J.s 

muR t certn.inJ.y prevt'!nt its being th~ ~eRt of' Goverrnr1€nt. The tov 

is Bi tua ted on an eminence and has a beautiful "};)ay in front. 'l'he;) 

ha.v~ already raised a kind of jetty for t..h.e conveni ence of land-

ing. J&·,..ny of the Soldiers have r~P:d houses , others have tents. 

There is an excellent house nea rly f inished which will b e opened 

as an Hotel and called the Stirling Arms, the keepers of the Cof. 

fe e t ents are making a great deal of money-- the lower orders hav· 

ing plenty of money. The flies and fleas are beyond de s criptio: 

annoying. The Church is compos e d of re e ds ~~d wood and conside 

ing the short tim~ in which it waR erected does them gre a t credi 



Titey wer~ o nJ.y eight dA.yf', frorrJ. the co rr.:.rnenc~ra.ent be ine; arudour; to 

op P. n it on Christma.~ dR.y. It is l~g~ ann F.p<'-cious and hR F> ~ 

vestry at the end. 

y;a s r:Jost kindly received. Capt. Stirling is desirous of p e:rsU.<1.cl-

in.::; lLco~t thew to stay and haE off~red him the sitm'~tion of surveyor 

General of the Southern district at the Hiver Leischnault. Iiat

the~t: has appl ied for H. gr~nt of 5000 Acres . 'lhe GovernDl' has pro

mi s ed. to give it him and should we not be back before the end of 

18 30 ¥rill reserve it for hiD. Dined with Dr· .} '_illigan. Cc..p t. Ir-

~~in wn.s so kind ~s to insist upon ,si vi ri5 up his he use to us at 

nigh t. 2lept t h ere surrounded l'Jy ev s ry corr.fort. Wha.t r ... contrast 

to last night. Walked back in the bush but saw no thin8 wo rt.."!Ly of 

notice; nh'"'~ny parts were l')urnt by the Na.tives.. Sa~ one of the 

Lakes-- there R.re three of them, but rather marshes than lakes. 

'D-mrsdny 11th. Had n delightful sail 1lac1< t o Ji'reezr..antle lm.t 

was terribly i1u.rnt by the stm. A great part of the way t h e men 

were o hligt::d to walk in thP. we>~ te:r and pu.F;h the boat c>.J.ong. SRw a.r. 

ama.?.ing nu .. '!lb er of Fi nh but few hirda and thr:. se chiefly duckt->. 

Jlatthe\7 got some good rn.in~~ralogical .specimens. Got home about 

four o'clock, dreadfully tired~ wanted to go to bed but ha6 so ~~ 

visitors I could not . Q,ui te weary--suffering f'ron.. the effects of 

th.e Sun . We have noticed on t he beach a large brown misshapen 

}!:oss something like jelly, they have called it here the Sea. Slug; 

since upon mo re minute enquiry I have little doubt it is La b~Che 

la mer , so much in demand when dried in India. The Chinese are 
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particularly .fond .of it. Hn.d a. s:::J.?.J.l Kang2..roo L"lade ne a preF.ent ,. 

the only one I S?..v: &t the Swan. 

with 1T.f C?SP. but the we a tht:;r proved tmfr"vourR-nle; he went wl. thou t 

1Jnnc1n.y J.5th. EP.tthew returned; eives a sad acc(nmt of the 

362 SBttlers. ~~1ch dissatisfaction prev~ils. 

TuegdaJ-1 1 6th . Thermometer 61 in the r1o rning ~ 87 ut rwon. 

V"ednes.d2~Y 17th. '·ilere terribly frightened tl1.is morning : a part 

of 1-:atives, ? in num-ber , c a.rn.e down to our tents •. Fortunately liat-

tr1ew was 2.t home. He r5hut all the fcm:1.les and children up in rn;.l 

~torse Houne. I u.i"lderstanc. the Hati ves a.re qu i te nt'l_ked with strai§: 

hair; they are black--but pc-~in t their bodies red. Th~y pulled 

our lireewkfa.st abaut, taBted ever~rthing but particuJ.aTly liked the 

sugar. Af terwards FJeb11 J anc: Df llr.Ridley ' s men , askP.d tl"tem to 

camP. t o his tent. wh~n there he wcuJ.d nc. t let tiu=n:J. CO L'ie in* 

ende~vou.red t o foree an entrc:mce. r~Ka tthew c au.gh t up hi~ g un an l 

ra.n a.cro r:;n , 8e ized the roost violent by the: throat , who drew a l~inc 

of knife anc1 attem:pted to Rtrike h5.F..t. T.l:'"tf: other ~?.:vagefj le·;;reJ.l ecl 

their Spec:.;.l'B and I thnught all 'HH. f-J over with mv rlec-.r Hush~nd. r - ~ -

was pn.ralysed with fear. Forttmately at this mom~nt other Gentl.,e• 

men cam~ up, armed, and no mischief ensued. The Tl1am~s from 

V .D. Land put in in great distress having sprung a leak and exp e c ~ 

ing every hour to sink. She had 1200 Sheep on board fol' the 
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!Lauritius . It i s expe cte d they will b e landed and s old . 1Lr . Wa.l 

cott returned from Peel s Town; the accoun t s are v ery bad . The 

natives h<td. rna.cle a l<:trge fire to drive the kangarooa. It spread 

ra}? i <ily mdn...?,; to the dry s ta. te nf the ern.ss R.nd. reached the en

crt..rn:pn ent of :: r . Watson which w<u~ ~nt:irely lmrnt. He 10~1 t every

t h ing I \')e).iev-e ~xc8pt h). B Stock . A J.fcr .srni t h had h iPJ tent a.l so 

JTri day 1 9th . \i'alked t o the : rinera.l spring. r::aw a f ine Go v-r 

ly ing dec:.d on th e beach:. Euch a. ~ight i s comrnon . Tool\. tea with. 

>'r:: .• Po.r1ey, a I .. a dy from India. . 

Stmd.ay 21st. Went on the water to Preston Point . beautiful 

wea thcr. Dined on t he grass; af t er dinner to ok a vr.W.k wi t.1:1 lllss 

Eoberts in the ~ood; we Y"'mch frightened rny good Husban d. who 

thoug11t the :Native s had -carried us off; he ca.."il.e after us i n .full 

pursuit , occasionally firing his gun, never saw him so agitated . 

He appe a 1·s to hH.vc such a horror of the Natives. Did not get 

home b Bfore one in the mo rnj_ng, the wind and tide were bDth 

A.£F;,inst us , we were .fet-,.rfuJ. w..:: shoul d have haen ou.t <U.l the night 

Jf.atthew went on f.lhore nt onP. place to try and roR.k~ a f irP.; h~ i m

prudently shook hi B powd~r fl~1'lk 0ver th~ flR-m~ , wh P.n 5. t w~nt off 

with P. lou. cl explo Flinn; it wr_;,s a mercy h~ did not los~ hi f'; h R.nd. 

Tu~sday 23d. :;£alked into town with my Cara; wa s sorry to 

hear the ship Hoop-)!lj! had hurt herself by striking <>n the rocks 

in coming in. An. InMan :fire on the other side of the wa ter had 



a. b(:'!au ti ful effect this evening. 

Sund0.y 28th. L r.Dutton at Preston !>oint lost hiF: cl1il u , c, 

fin e little boy about four years of 2.ge. It was supposed the 

!~atives luill car:r:\.ed him off~ a }Ja.rty having been seP.n near the 

house. J:any persons went in pu.rsui t of the:c. One Gentleman 

al;out 12 nt nip;ht came u.p with R large p2sty encaHped; they a.ll 

T8n n:v;'"ay wi th th~ excr.ption of one whc-> tool~ refucr-. in !'\. tree. He 

as}c~d ld. ·, fnr the Pic ::;..n5.nny ; 

11-tr:- GentJ.I.';r.lRJ1 i}l~n fired his e;un upon wh 5.ch he ft=~}.l froc~ i:.he tree 

buG}l<Ol of fi ~h 1 ~r--~ ch fi ~h \fffi.S clec:u1ed and C?S ~fu.lly wr:-:.pp ~c1. nr> in 

a plece of the hark of a tree and tiehtly bandaged. I tasted it 

but did not like it at all1 it had i mb ibed a great degree of acid

ity fro m trw bark; disftgreeable to t.,."l~ ta.st~ but ! d.a.resay useful 

in preserving it. Hany of our party however- liked i t rr..uch. 

Tuesday 2nd. Understood. so me of the men in pursuit of the 

chilfl have fallen in with a par- ty of Na. ti ves and .fire d. upon tl1ern; 

t wo of them da.ngex·ously wotmded. 

Friday 5t.h. A poor Black Ean who keeps a Coffe e T"?nt had it 

destroyed. by fire; it was a most distressins sight. J. happened 

tc 'be passing n t thf': time and. vd tne~sed. .it; hi;:; c>.go n.y nf mind 

was ~o gr2P-t. At firr-t they we :r-e Rt n. J.osR ho w tn quench the 

fln.mf:.FJ nc) wat~r being at hand. 't.tlJ. lfR tthew caught up n qur-. nt5.t~ 

of BP..nd rtnd threw upon the tent at th~ .same ti.JrH'': teRrin[ it down; 

fortunately h). s little hag of money WRn found c-... ncl w~ rfd. R~d «\ 
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sul>scri p tion on the spot for h i m. The rilan was so gr?.tefu.l c>..nct 

d.urint; ou:c sta~r when he han fre sh provisions or R nic P. p udrline. 

he woul d st'!nd mc>o R pi~ce wi t h rd. s h urn.l1le duty. Su.ch daint j_es as 

these <:..re ?..lwayF.i n.cceptanle at Swan hiver, indeed I muF>t R R.y 

t~1ere is a sreat deal of what i f: vulgarly c<:dled. 11 Cll-l)bo~_:rd loveg 

goin,?; o n l1 ~re. 

?un day 7th . :.~ ent t o cllllr-cll~ t h e service was :p e rfcr~neci at 

Tr a nby House -;thich was lent for t~1e oc casion; het d. a d.e-ligh tful 

walk in U 1e e vcninp; wi t.h my dear Ca1·a, went t o t he mine~ca.l spring, 

ascended t he rr.,_ount at the back o f it, had. a muc.t beautiful view. 

Heard ti1a t t h e Cwnl1erl 2..nd. , a f ine s~ i p 60'! t ons , ~ad. run u pon a 

r e ::f of rocks off Cape Leamen a nd v;;;-~,s ct. tot:=tl wreck . Some of the 

peopl e c ame up in a. "boat. The Gumbei·l and haci stock fo1· Swan Ri VeJ 

I.:.O n d a.y 8th • :Broke up oux ~ncarnproent a t the tre eF.: and I.ilOV ~ d. 

to tl1P. l;each where we have had ?, tent erect~d. Jteft t h e ple..ce 

with rf; gret having Bp~nt no many happy dayf> there, t h F:: whole of ti 

time v:e did not have one ~?hower of r a in and t ook al l our r:leR1F> i n 

t he open air. ho de with t he thing~? on the cart and th ou.gh t it 

quit~ d e lightful. Staid on tJ-,e b~ach nearly ten dnys aft~r we 

moved. Ha d. for dinner one day a large Bustard; it was c oarse 

but every t h ing :fresh is considered e oo d. at Swan J\iver. 

te:rei3ted in the account I heard of an ~~ngli s:>hmart in the buP .. .h , who 

was in a state of great destitution and had been fed for some 

days by 1li es Wittrnoond. Walked with Capt, Irwin to see h im; 

think him to be to a certain extent an impostor . He was laying 



fer it t0 ·b<-. tR.ken off , for. ur-; to f.H~ C: h5.s face; 

fo r h :t rrj and. giv~ him Bmployrnent, r...lso to send him none: clothes. 

excesEiVf: diss i p<ition, th<d:, he ar~.J. t wo other young rJ. <; n shut tJ1er.1-

selves up in a hut, until they had c onsll.t:Jed. ever·ything t h ey had .. 

'l1Fy r:. til~~ d tllemselvee the Glo!"ies of Freeraantle. one died. in a. 

drunken l ;roil t he othel' was still :Living Lu t i n .:.;re s. t clist1·ess. 

'l'he d&y aft~r I saw tid s man . went in the evening to se.e li.:rs" 

\'Jells. A violent shower c ame on • We (Cara and aelf' w~re 

obli.ge d. tn :run across the heatJ1 in such a torrent nf' r<-dn r.fl we 

of mr:l..k5. ne; we lJ. fi. 

askP.d hir.l the way an d was :ouch startled. by having a reBpnnsn in 

t~n t co mpletely drenched .. 

'1'he day before we 1 eft had. an applica tion fran the i"ri ends of' 

a y o ung Lady to take charge of her home to England; objected to 

it myself • but was nverpersuaded by Ea tthew.. She came o n boa.rd 



28. 

t.he day we left. 

Sailed for Hobarton l.iarch 19th, quite sorr·y to leave Swan 

Fd v~r and the rn.?.ny ldn c\ fri~ndB, p<u t:i.cularly o nP. Pmrd.ly t.hrt "L had 

come out vli th Ufl. Ab0a t 

Swan ·hi vc==r. 

we J.P.ft hut it waR a. ni..upid conce!·n.. The sh1ck out o f t.J-:.(1: 'l'ht=Ui"les 

was sold by pu'r·;li c auction; the Bheep did. not average more thP~n 

fifte <:: n s h illings each. '?:hilst we wen; here a r u n?Yray rnatch in 

ths t own made & great sensa. ticn. Afttn· the yo un.s L1.:1..dy hr, cl. rlm 

away, the Clergyri12..n d.i sappoin ted then and did not co me fro m Per.th 

as prorJi sc d. To lli2l g1·e n t surprise a.t night t.h.e Gen t leman brough t 

the f a ir one to m.y tent and begged me tu take chu.rze of b.er. I 

had. no roo i.:l but she staid '<7 i th l::isr-: ·;: . 2.nll. in t rie morning was mar-
t 

ried fro m 1-l.r.Gillibrand s tent. Vient to give her joy, had Gruce 

and Wine. Afterwards the he:.ppy pair proceeded t o a neighb0 uring 

tent (the most rninerable place I ever Raw) for the Honey J.f:0on. 

Swan H.i ver is ccnf5idered on the whole heal t.,."ly. Dysentery llrev<dl :::. 

which :t :-:-; ;:d. t}ter ER t~n with Vinegar· or hoi led. 

;:..r. P . pays hif5 people we 1~kly ~vith his owrJ. Note .. on Z·Cessrs. Cooper 

& Lucy. which notes he receives again for payment of t h ings pur-

chased at his own Stores and. for which he cha.reas an exorbitant 

price. At one time his charges were so out of character his 

people c ame and applied to the Governor and he was made to reduce 
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Nobo dy t a kes h i R No te £ b u t himsel f and his peopl e . 

Gc:ntl ement s sons vdw ha. ci. come O U'v wi t ':'l l-~igl: expectr~tions were 

o1; lit:;P.ci tc , st3.!1C.:. b ebj n d Cou n te r s selling Tea., Sugc>.:r , etc . 

:'11.e n i gl1t befo r e ws left c-.. g re a t (ie~.l of e.ru;:i ety preva.ilr.d 

0 ·-l.'Tl" .. +n t 11"' n·"l -f · -}.,..,.- .~~ '\-;~"\"r-..;na ~t'+n ..,., .,...~ t . Cln +.l') ~- ~ ,_~ _T·_Jr i~I.L-~ .r. ~. i . -~-.~-=,-.ln ::-.:· 'l. ,t==-. f'l'. ,· .. )H,· 'y·i • (.> vu • .-; n. v .J. ~ '- •> •~ •~• _,, . '-" , .¥ 1 '-'"• •t • v'' ,_., ~ - •• • ' • -- Y . -

ti vRe endeavour:i.n,g t o c a r ry off a fer:lc.,l e Servant . He fin~d ant 

t,"ley f l ed . The f amilie s re s i d i ng at Preston Po i nt usee ... oecasiona.l 

ly to se e t he Ha tives on t..Y-t e oppo s i te s i de (ll tt~.e \'"t£Lter; they used 

at n i gh t to k i ncne huge f i res anci d.an c <-: r ound it in t he mJ£3-L fan-

tast i c manner . ::nor e l i ke Demons than anyt...'ning else . 

A Li tera:r·y Soci ety i s estab3.. ishecl at Perth to · v:hic£1 l.~a d.ieR ar·e 

ad.mi t ted as mer{lber ·s. I put my nar'Je down , was b <i.l l o tted for ~nd 

ele cted . I was the third L &dy on t l·ie boolts, bsing preceded by 

lli rs . S t ir·lin8, the Governor t s L<~d.~' , ar,d Mr·s . Roe , t he Surveyor ne~ 

The su1:·sc r i p tion was 2 .guineas . 

t 11 e x·o onLs . 

'The PlR.nt hav i n.:; the most sina;uJ.ar appeare\,nce i '- the GraRP. 

lane ~ t o a negro n.nd v;h ich their app ear:anc f: ft:U.l y j u s ti fi~FJ . A 

sk e tch o f t.."le m i 15 a nnex e d . 'l'hi s s i ngular tree f i 1·st shoots up 

from the earth lik~ a tuft of Gras s which is f ol l o wed l; y its 
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lar r-. f" t ~ J.ack steP: s t udded Yri th a. sc aJ. e like a fish. c. ~J,~ -

about n.n incJ·1 a.nd a ha.J.f thick and is strongly i ntp r e gnc:;, ted. v;rit.i-t a 

r esin J.ik '.~ subs t a nce wh ic11 •,vhen burnt enits a stro ng aroma-;:,i.c 

in 1~\.:rg e ter~rs .. lLasses of it may be sometine-s col}.(:; c !~t;d at. the 

foot of th e; t:r.ee. When it ?. ttainn it~. full [; ro wth <>. s }Jenr from 

0n t..~ e ?i R~r to Perth at Pr-eston Po int t /;,r.::: r e J.. to a nc;. t u raJ. 8helf 

of r o eks o:1 the beach of tP.e river which my hus'bs.nd st,:-, tes to ·b e 

I ,irc.estone-. It a.bcmnds with Cave s made by t he ';'/a ter t en::~ of which 

W<": ente red in our boat and found i t full of Fish which i1a.d taken 

shelter fr(nn t..h.e Sun. T~vo sharks created grec-.. t a mu.seau::m t in 

vain endeavour~? to ca tch them with the hoa. t-hoo l~ . Vie collected 

Eevera 1 S talactites -ncar this place .. I war:: docnne d to uncl e rgo a 

p e c uli?.r kincl o f 1Lartyrdo n . Up on one of the Sho aJ.s t n the 1m.d.zU.A 

of t 1le L iver t hP. boat g rounded and al l handn werA s Gon in the 

distinctly ~en t~1rou,sh t he hean t ifuJ.J.y clear wcttP. r ~mel whj.t'.h. of-

self in t..'"te rnl.dctl~ of th~ rlver RJ.onP. in the hoa.t under a burnine 

noon-dRy Sun. ~v~ryone: heins in pursu.it of thP. l!ra"bR. I thought 

'·- - ~- --~--··· ...,.__,_.._ __ ,..__...._~ -· --.,_. ____ .,., .. ~ .. -~--· 



this would so'on terminate a.l"ld was tolerably re signed , when sud

denly f'~ cry of ''the Cows l K., tith e Cows !" from one o f t he Party 

caus ed an i c.. ··lc cli n.tE :ru::h t o the :?.'here. ('I'hese co ,.•s were tv-.'C 

The fc...ll i nz; ti ,~ e soo n l eft me on <::.. li t1~le s c..n.c1 y I ~le-nd. , ~.vi t h out 

<l.n;y pro s:pec t of e~cape or a.ny p r·o tc: ction fro r1 ti"..e he0 t of the 

-· ~ 
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Hobarton. 

Arrived. Sunde.y April ll th. Hever saw such riff- raff in my 

life as c ame off to th e Ship. 'I'he tovm is situated a consider-

able distanc e up t he river and bas a pretty appearance, but had 

morf; the resemblance of R Country Village t..han I expected. En-

deavou:red but without success t o get J,odgings. The town was s o 

crowded nn account of A:rchdec>.con :Broughton beine here, he c arne 

fror:, Sydney in his I.~.ajesty'}) Sh).p the Crocodilf!, Capt. l. =o nt~.eue . 

Heceivecl a grec=tt deRl of attent5.on fro n Col and I~rs.Ar thur c-J.-

t.hnugh Wf! b:rou.::;ht no lettf!rs 0f l.ntrocluction. Went to a bRJ.l at 

birthclay .. J~y dear hu::;1)and went t0 J .. ~unceston on lnu:d.ness. Suf 

fered severely with my eyes during his absence, the eff'ect nf 

Swc:m River. While he was away Eiss Leard, one of the young. 

Ladies who c ame out with me . c a.me off to the ship and aske d me to 

allow her to be married fro m under my care; did not like to re-

fu s e . h er as both she, and the in tended Bridegroom, were great fa.-

vourite s of mine. They were married on the 29th April. Went on 

shore with her in t he morning with he r t wo Brides !iaids &nd re-

turned t o br·eakfast and spend the day .. I never was at a weddinu u 

t.liat pained me so much. I am afr.aid sreat trouble awaits the 

younz folks in a pecuniary point of view . 

I do not J.ik~ Hobarton at all. Na tu.re has dnne h~r utrnnst foi 

it. but her inhabitants roar the spot. The soil is of th~ 
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richest kind and evP.ryt.ltj.ng gr0ws to the grea t et;t p erfP-ction; the 

y:inter is extre mely mild and ln its depth the fairest flowers may 

b e f ound. The inhabitants are carryin8 on a war of exterr~na-

tion with the nati-ves ;vho are destroyed without rnercy wherever 

t hey are r;1e t. 'Ihe bush rangers are entir·ely put do wn. l~~a tthevr 

lik e s the rlace much but as fo1· wyself I vmulcl rather b e at Swan 

H.iver v.•ith its s a nd tha n at .Hoba rton with all its advantages. 

~:a t t h e v·! h as taken his to wn era nt of ten acres and ha s co mmenced 

his fa1rr1, lea·vir.g an agent behind to conduc t it i n hi t; absence~ 

I~ecei ved 2~ g:rea t deal of kindne flS from Capt. a nd l1l· t5 . Bell, dined 

several times a.t t.ll.eir beautif1.U place at Hew Town. J-,.',et here at 

Government House a far.niJ.y of Ute n?..t•1e of Cla:cke, oJ.d friencl.s ('lf 

my husb r;.nd t s; particularly pleased with lclisR C., t..11 5.nlc her a 

chR.r.To. ~.ng unaff~c ted girl. Dined at lAr .. F'ranklandt~. t.h e Surveyor 

1 
Gew'lrR.l. Visi tP.d r;~rs .Pidd~lr s the ,Tudge R Lady.. much pleasecl 

with her.. MJss Elmslie, U1e youne lady I brought frorn. f)wan H.i-

ver. had several offers. She formed an at tachrnent with one of t1-H 

fir·st J:ercha.nte; and was married fror.1 under our ca1·e. Ey husband 

took care to secure good settlements and she had three hundred a 

year settled upon her. iJient to New 1~orfolk for change of air, 

not b e ing quite well, the ride did me much good. The scenery 

P~long the banks of the River is truly beautiful, I have no doubt 

it will be the Hichmond of V .D.Land. There is a good sized town 

a Church. Government House and excellent Inn. We were to have 

returned homP- to London direct from Robarton but in consequen~e 

-· ....... ·-· _, /..,.~.,-.~ 
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of A~VP.rH.l ShipR corning in ru-tcl reporting that fr~igh ts werP. up in 

lndic:>. my hnshR.nd determined to proc~ecl t11.ere. J.eft Hobarton 

.Tun~ 28th .. 

··:i e rem1='uinAd when at Holmrton at t.'he 1i.arquarriF. Hotel wht=m we 

could get apartrn.ents and were very coL1f'ortable. We gave at the 

1\otel c~ \Vc~dclin~ Dinner to the young fc,lks. Ylalked to se e my }{us-

I 
b and s to .··n gr·ant ac companied by t::iss hoberts and was wuch d.eligh 

ed wi t1l t he view from it ':;hich is most splendid and e mbraces al-

most every .kincl of scenery: the greatest part of the 1-.i v er, the 

w:.ole of the town and the distant hills are all in view fron this 

eminence, as P..lso a highly cultivated plain a·bound.ing ir. Hop 

Grounds, 1-[ec>~dows etc. We were much gratified by the expression 

of pleF.su.re it gave our neighbours t..'h.at we have locate d there. 

A 'WhaJ_,~ C?v!-t1R up the 1\iver P.nd was killed about three rCtileA :from 

cur Ship. On~ of our boats j0inP.d in the pursuit and assj_Ated 

in };:illirig the huge lklnAter .. 

ti cu.larl.y the Prison and t h e Ji'actnry :for Ji,erna.le Gonvi cts when 

their cnnduct waE not good enough to entitle them to a ticket of 

leave. The place is wonderfully advanced altogether consider-

ing the short time it has been settled. Il.anufac tori e s of alroo s t 

ever ~ · kind bein~ in operation, some with steam etc. The Bread 
r 

is t h e 'Lf~s t and sweetest I ever ate t I presume from ~1-J.e excel-

lence of the ~'!heat; the Mutton is delicious and plentiful.. I did 

not think the beef ao good as at home. PouJ.try is generaJ.ly good 

-~- ·--- --·-·~·- ·- ·---~ ·· - -·- .. .... ~ ,, ,_.__, ,,,_ .. ;......t..;_ 
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and cheap. Butter, Eggs and Cheese very dear. A C<.:;.l'avan runs 

every d ay to New 1iorfolk and it is in contemplatio n to run a Stag E 

Coach! Thf: ro ad s are excellent being chiefly rnCada.mized. The 

Country Gentlemen are extremely hospitnblP. and k;\ni notwithstand-

ing the: nur-af: rou~? crul s made upon thmn in a Cou.n try w):.e:rc Jnns c-..re 

scarcf: nnd viBits m8.df: sol?.ly fnr refreahro.~nt and Rhelter. The 

Engl:i sh frld .. ts 

lJu t R.re l)ri ncipally ~ngli sh. 

acl.dP.d much to the convenience of Persons building Hou::;es. Jjricks 

are muc)1 _usf:d, a r·e go0 d e...nd cheap , though t..11.~y have larg e .... 
quan~.o~-

ti es of s t ones . The appearance of the country in the interior 

va ries much but almost universally beautiful h ill s , dales, moun -

t a ins c ove red with trees and plains with verdure are the general 

propsects t hat me e t the eye at every turn. T'ne plain s are pa.rtia 

ly studded with trees and exactly resemble a Gentlemants Park in 

: ~ngland . The l[cuntains are occasionally precipitous and crasgy" 

formi ng deep ravines between them, frequently with a rill of watE 

:flowing into a river at the base. Gentlemen's house s are of the 

vill a kj.nd anrl. present a rernarkRbly fine r~J..ief in t .hf: natur<.J. 

beauties a.roanrl. them . nor are th~ cuJ.tj.vated spots i n tersperfled < 

OxEO:n are chl efJ.y used in Agricul. ture. Horses aJ 

kept for th~ Saddle and for Carriages; thf:y have been very dear 

bu · the price is now rap).dly falling. A Pair of Draft Bullocks 



r 

"--- . 

well trn.inc:; ci n.::re worth £~{')~ R l argE'! BU::'·'l consic1e:r.·inG tlw vast qm:u1· 

t:i.ty of C~ttl8 j,n the Country. J~arg~ drovm" l'lki.Y 1;e m~t j.n t.h.e 

wooo.~- ~tn aJ.mo~t a w5.lc1 ~tP. te Rnd not 1mfreq umtly w:U.J. Il:J.a.kP. a fu.

rious 8.tta.ek upon Lh~ l">R.Rsine trRveJ.l~r who has no rAfl.ou.x-ce 'but t< 

climh n. trM-! ., NRtll.re ?.ppear£» to h ave denied. nothin.g tc t1lif1 high: 

favoured. s}•ot. An inciustrious labourer is not onl;y csl:t.a.in of 

good wc.ges and. e :n:ployment sufficient for t h e n e cessar· i es of life 

but c ,,_ n e!!<ioy luxuries entirely out. oi' ·u:u-: 1·each of pe-rsons in 

Englr~.nd many gr-c-~des above t her.1 in life . The princi}-ie ... l exports en 

l<:J, rk. Cil, arLd ';_·haJ. ebone and V!oo l-. The E<nk is pr·o cu.l·ecl fro m t..'l-1e 

:Fl n ck \1! a ttl e; Tree, ?~ beau tifu.l shrub on the :arne Bh kincl.. Lhe Oil 

tf1~ ;r:Jro duct of the numerous ~lhc:.J.e ::?ishe!·ies. 'Ihe;y- ht:tve also sev 

ral '\r(!;f>!"els belonging t o tri.e Port who collect the Spe:.r:r11 Oil.. T'ne 

are sent to E urope and. ha.ve 8.lr;o great gainB from f1.nppl;y ing the 

SydnE':y occfu·d.onaJ.ly fmffer 

so much fl'Om drou.gh t in pa:r· ~_,icuJ.n.r fH':al'3o ns 1 bligh t5.nz the hopes 

of t.h e yer..:r . 
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To rre s StrRi ts. 

Saw the ·bre P.kerB at. 8 n. . m. R.nd entered. the 

f'ortu.n?~ teJ.y we had fl. v e Ty f :i.ne day. The IH:tBRage: co uJ.<l not ·he 

morP. t han R rJURrter of a m5. le 't7:i.rle, on ei t h "lr eidP. we 8:-~w the FHUl 

b a nk, Rnd bre r-:~ke r B in every direction. Anchored in~ine the nRr 

ri<~r reef -rri t h }',uriT .. ys Island. To the right bearing , it waR RO 

da:d< we e o 1.1.J.d n e-;rely see t}"le outl ines of the Island . v;·a.s awoke 

abou !_. t wo in t he n0 :rning by t.he in t elligence that the Ship wc. s 

drifting fast on the re ef, was much alar med. The Cap tain was 

obliged to E.J.ip t he Chain Cable to save us an d bo ! e up for the 

Island until morning. The first sight of t he l and was ench ~:;..ntin~ 

t h e bri gh t g reen of the trees, the vivid yello w of t h e S c--.,nd and 

the lovely blue of the sea formed one of the s wee t est scenes I 

ever beheld~ I -craD.d fancy all that Poets have sung of encrn~nte < 

Islands• etc. etc .. We percP.ived the I!lland was thickly in-

Some 

0 1? t.'lte nativeB rfU1 into the vn=d;er and wavP.d bou.ghs to us a R we 

pas!?~cl. . . Saw several Islands in the course of the day , all wit.'I-J. 

t h e ~P.JuP. 'be~.u tiful appearance. Anchored about four o • clock (')pp 

site Ealf Way Island. As wr=: P..nchored saw several natives enter 

a lar-ge Pro a B.nd put off .. Capt. F . sen t a boat on sho re; f ound 

some rude Huts formed of b.r;anches of trees, also some large shel 

and a kind of p<ltato. Here Capt. F. sowed a. quantity of potato 

barley and other seeds in different situations on the Island. 
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Saturday 24th. The men were so ti:red having had a greH t deal 

of heRvy v..rork thP.,t Capt. F. det~rmined. to stay until to - r .. mrrow. 

u2. v7en t on shore with FJ.y CarR., much ple?vRed w:l. th t-r~Y excurn5.on. 

Th~ IB1 <1.ncl i Fi al;ou t l n1 .. "i.ll'; long P.n( t- !ililes wid~, r:overEct wi. th 

FOW1d Born~ fLa t~ •. twin Rpear~ etc.; left the 

h<'i.ng:i n0 on the 11oughs before their houses some beads etc .. Great 

qu ;1,nti ties of birds. J.<y husband. shot two. one a species of Q.uai 

Found a few of the Pearl Oyster Fish . At night saw the natives 

return t.o t_YJ. e Island and light their fires. 

Sunday 25th .. Sailed at davbreak. - ... A.nchor12d at York } )ay nec-"r 

Possession Island; in the evening saw the mainland of Nevt South 

":'Tales. To our a mazement \:"; fi'Y 8 f)hip come roun d. one of the InJ.andE 

then another and ana ther until vm counted s~ large s h ipA.. Bu< 

a sight was surely never seen before in these seas. They cc:une ru 

anchored ne Cl..r u.s. 

!.lo ntasue (whom we he.d known at Hohart0n1 fron1 Sydney convoy).n£: 6 

glr:~.cl to A~H·~ u~ and we joined comr>any anct sailP.d. next nornine;, 

keepins company till we passed the Booby Island when those Ships 

that sailed best p ar ted company and proceeded on their destinati1 

On passing this Island we perceived a Flag Staff had been erecte 
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by some Ship which had recently gone thro• t."h.e passuge.. We sho-...lcl 

have followed our route alone uut from the friendship o f Capt. 

lLont~i.E;Ue who }cept company .r i th us. i'.Y hus1Ja.nd
1

s opirdon iB tl'lat 

the pP~RFH''._ge tln·ou_gh Torres St.rai tB m<-~y cel-' ta.inJ.y be .conAidered 

li tt.le Isln.n(1f3 Rl' $ occn fiionalJ.y w~ t with . all with t:h.~ .f>H.Ft f~ ap-

~)ern· anc~ as Ha1 f \'.' ;:;..y 1 sland.. On rliany of t.rH~m we sav' 1Iati veR but 

,;udg2 they n.:ce of a. wa.nderj_ng description who live a l most. rts rnucl1 

in t h eir boats or proa!'l. lt :lf'l to be regretted. there is not a 

:, ;ritish Settlement in the Straits to ·which shipwrecke d Sea.r{ten 

might repnir in case of accident. 
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Coupan£· Isle of Timor .. 

Anchor-ed in Couns..r ... ~: Esv on the 4th A.uc:ust. and. left on the Ct!:l - ~ - ~ ~ 

late i n the e7ening. The Crocodile and one of the :;.~erc h.ant Shirs 

a.rriv ~ cl within R few hours of ourselveF;. Th r-:- c:: .. :ppef'tr <'t :;c e 0f the 

V(";ry no t r:;~: fnr t hr:;:i.r Pon:i.As. 

right aR y ou entAr. 

Cnpt. Yonta,su.~ of the Cr0cn d...:D.B came <\nd invi t~ d u s to dine 

y,rit11 h i m, llu t was obliged to d.Acline , our stay b e ing f: O short~ 

lla tth ew went on shore with hi r.1 tG call on th~ Governor. They wel 

afterwards j_nformed t h a. t the Governor imagined they h ad co me to 

t ake th~ Island, and. that they ·we r e s pie s sent on s hore to re c (}n· 

noi trc --i t being a very unusual 't.~ing for three Ship FJ. to be J.ayil 

in t he .-iarbo ur. Y/ent on sh ore t he next day; was r ather nervow 

a t fir Bt , the Natives, >1il cl l ooki ng Halays, follo wed us in cro wd ~ 

t...h~y were nen.rly n akP.d. , ann. extremely dirty 1 they were al l much 

frightt'!ned a t t...'le appearanc~ of n.. lRrge; Hewfo u.ndJ. R.nd. dog we hacl_ 

annut t hr; town. WE"!nt lnto th~ Church 1-vhicl1 i B a tolfH'Fc1iJ.e Ad.ifi 

W[1S much stracl\: with the RPT> fHu·ance n:f th~ Pas t0r whO Fl we fonnd 

the act of expounrlins the BcripturP.r; to a f~w c onvertr; . He was 

Dutch l :.isr;ionary of the nruu~ of .,Terlingen". He wafi middle-Rize 

fair-haired, t.hin and pale. I was much pleased with his manners 
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!~ e appeu:r.ecl s o truly pio us and dev0ted to his c ause . Ey Husband. 

,,:as e..-en mo r·e deligh tsd. v-.~i t h him tl1a.n I v:ac , h e brouzht h5.l:c off tc 

~=ee r:e . lie told. me tt.c:.t he h~d. rU£;.rr-i ed. a. l~a tive Gi:r·J. \!!h OFt he had 

first converted u.nd th::. t she wa:o: inde:fa.tig &bl e. i n her exerti onr; 

to a i d Li:':l in. his religi ous JJursu.itt: . 1 regret to £. u..;y f·ron h i s 

a:ppeC';.IT.nce 1 should i t.1c:.gin t: he ;';auld not be long-lived. 

t o he.ve been .soing e i ght knots th.~ h~ur , inBtead of' wr icl1 thn 

curren t wa£ so s tro ng, the Sh i p cUd. not move a step in <:.dvr'-nce, 

but was tossed about in a L'10St extraordinary manner , and ti'1e sea 

was covered with froth ~ 

::ni l st at CoupLn(~ a Shi p c ame i n from South lun.erica; heard 

from }lei· that t h e Mania for Sv:an Hi ver had even extended there . 

It<;;< \-:e p2.ssed. up the Straits of J.Jomb ock we perceived t he Is -

land s on t;i ther s5.de were t."l.)inly inh?..11i tP.d and. in a state nf cu.l · 

ti va tio n. No th.ing can h e !llC r('; beau tifu.l than the paF-:: a~;~ throuzl 

th~se lBlr.:.ndR at t.l-tis rH'! E-U~on of th€ year. The Sky i A se r~ne , tit 

Water Al'lOOti'L Rnd the VP.T.dur~ nf the r;righteRt hue.. J t CR.Un~d US 
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Sincapore. 

A.rrive <.l on t h e 21st AuguEt, wa:=: r t:1th c:r- d iBap:pointeli wi th the 

first vieY: of t he place, -,·d<ich 1 do not think o.t a~l p r·e tty. i!len 

c;n slwr·e (Fonday) in a. Sampan boat. was surprised to se e sv.ch a 

ln1sy scene .. The :rive r compl etely covered •vi th bo ats , in L:1ost r.f 

which l~a.. tives resi d~ , in t he evening when they Jlo. CL t hf: ir· lights 

i ·c h ::.:.d c:~ 8ingula:r appes.rance . l_)asped close to a Chines Ju.rLI{• th.e 

d0 no t. i mp rove in their sh).p };nildine; hn.ving snch fine Rhips <:on

stan tly 1>~~fn r e the; r... '.t,he · town i H not at F..ll B tr).-ki ng and the 

hcn<.sf: s hftV?. an M.n.c:i en t app earc-:.ncfl F:.l trwue;h only e!'ec ted 12 ~ r ears· 

as R. t t h at tiiil<~ the 1slrtn<l of Sincapo:x·e war.; only i)Usfl. It \"f.R.S 

:purchR.necl fr·ow. t11e hajc-.. h by the B.l .. Gomp?.ny. n ·.f. i.n.h:>,1;itants ar• 

1'h£: Island being ew l".JI.2~11, nr. thin. 

of con~,equence if:' raiGed upon it, but it is the g emn-a l depot fo 

good s from alu:~ost ever:,, part of the worJd . British g oo ds c c>vn be 

r:·urchas ed cr~eaper than at h omE; . I mean retail; evexyt:n ing is 

done ·by 1':c:.y of barte:::·. Received t t great deal ·of kindness and ho 

pi t a.li ty from some fa.·nilies here. L':r.Conolly drove ine anci Mis 

R. 0 12t i n his .E a.rouche through the "~alay town and rolU1 d the envi 

rons, Ther-e are an irnraense nu;--1ber of Chinese; t h eir R}!peara.nc 

strikes n.e R.fl very singular. 
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the Pirates; du.ring our Btay a gr~at rnP.ny piracies hnve b~en cClm-

rni t te cl by tile Rajah of Tio rn~o • H.E.Ship Th~ Zebra ). r,; nent 5.n 

pursuit of therr1 . 

I ad"1lire the appearance of the OrientCt.l DervRnts v'-:rjr uuch Pwnd 

fore our Servants at home. Their dress generall;:l co ~:m:i.. sts of a 

uoon t he ir fingers and toes~ ~l'he PunJ.caJ1~~ are new t o ~ae. . ~...nd giVE 

<:t delight:fu~ freahnesB. S cdled on the 28th Augv.s t. 

V<'h e:::r.e,rer- we zn we ha.ve such const~~nt enqu.irie~ 5..boul. T11.e SWR...l'l, 

quite tired of t~;J.J<:ing ?~bout t..he place. t7hilst here Bome of the 

louEy between t..l-'tem and the rival settJ.enent "PuJ.o Pe:n<~ng 11 • 
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Prince of Wales Island. or Pulo Penang. 

So callRd 1)y the NatiVP-A, Ptl.J.o signifyj.ng Island; Penang, BetE 

nut. Arri VP.d Sept. 6th after an unpleRs&nt pasBage up the 

Straits of ER.lacca; calms P.nd. treP1endoua squfdl s accompanied by 

ThundBr, Lightnj.ng and Rain. Anchored ~very day C1n acccnmt of 

thB tid~s; did not exr ect to fin d the Island so s1rl8.ll. The ap-

pearance of it iF> extremely beau tifu.l; t..i1e more I sP.e of India tJ 

more I am pleased with it; so much hospitality appears to prevai: 

The Admir·al, Sir Edw. Owen and his Lady are here. Went to see 

them, Sir Edw. being an old friend of r:1y husband's. The first da; 

I was on shore I spent at l~ .Andereon's . Went before breakfast 

in a Palanquin to see the Waterfall. It was so wet and damp. I 

could not go very near. Towards noon went shopping. Chinese and 

India goods more expensive here than at home. \Vent to the Public 

Library and Chinese Church; drove all about the town. I am much 

surprised to hear with how little expense establishments ar~ kept 

up. A Gentleman we know here, onP- of the first merchants, as-

surer; me thfl.t he kept hia houf)e, ? Servants, 5 Horses. Buegy Md 

Palanquin for five hundred a year. such an eetabJ.j.aiunent at hc.m!' 

would at least cost .P.J.500. Had the -plearmre of ro.ee tine 1U' . anc 

Mrs.Dyer, old friends of roy husbe>.nd's; they are out here as mis-

sionariee. !>!Irs.D. I was much pleased with. She studied Chinese 

for five years previous to her coming out and is devoted to the 

cause in which she i e embarked. I found her a clever. intelligel 

and unaffected young woman. I regretted to hear !rom her that 
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a1 though she had be .n three years indefatigably employed, she con-

sidered as yet that little good had been done. On their first ar· 

riv8.1 they had found but little trace of the former lf..inister's 

labours. l!_r-s.Dyer iil'll1l~diateJ.y set about forming a Chinese Fem.Rl~ 

Schnol. but found the obstac).P.s to it insurmountable--the Ghtnes/!1 

in the first place estirn.-atine their women on so low a scale as no · 

tn think it worth while ~due a ting them at all, P..nd so idle thR t n< 

inducernen t would make them send them. Urs . nyer gave ti1e J.Co thers 

a. rupee a month for every child they sent; still t..ltey came so in 

differently, that she hi red an old Woman at so r.mch a week to go 

rou_nd. and collect the Children. By these means she had 26 who a.t 

tended, and all went well for some time, until one morning the ol 

woman came and said she had made money enough and would nl) t con-

tinue her occupation any longer . Mrs .Dyer tried in vain to sup-

ply her place. The school gradually declined and a.t this time,. i 

spite of every exertion, was to tally at tul end. I£r . Dyer has been 

roo re Bucce s sful with the Chinese boys~ he has a srr...all school and 

one boy he has hopes of. They--Jfr. and Hrs. D.--are excellent 

people Rnd have adopted four children whom they are hringine up. 

The J!ifl.lays are under the care of another MiasiC'ln&.ry who is oblige 

to go round to t..11e differP.nt Compounds and teach them, I did not 

hear with what success .. 

Penang at present is in a very unsettled state, the E .I.Cornpar 

making great changes in their Government and reducing all the s11 

ations. Dined at t'Lr.Tanner's; met Mr. and .Mrs.carnegy; t.~ey lt 
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Penang t n -morrow for dear En gland. Sta id wi th l.Cr • and lAr s • Daw-

eon one day and t wo nigh ts; received g reat kinuness fro m them, 

::.atthew r:.ade me a v resen t of a be autiful Chinese Go ld Chai n . The 

Na tive Je wellers a re t he greatest r ogues I ever s aw ; a great man~ 

come of f t o us every day v;i th zre a t variety of .Teweller·y . They 

would generally tn.ke a quaJ. ter the SUL1 they asked t would sell mo c] 

stones for re a l ones r..nct. b r ass for gold. \\rP- l~av~ th:i. s place fo: 

lHcobar where w;:; ?.re to tak~ i n a CEueo o f Coco?.. Huts r,nd proceed. 

to Ecmgoon wh~re the Coco a NutR will be cU.nr>osed of c:tn(i woo cl take ; 

in fo r C?...l cut tR.. 'Hashing i !'1 VP.ry ch eap , 100 piece s for ;) doll R: 

ConRtf..nt enquiri~s Rhout Sw?..n Eiv~r. 

SR.il~ct. S~ptertiber J.?th. The grea t est pl~asur~·we f P.l t here wa 

in a visit to the Governor's Garden wher~ we s aw the spices in 

full vigour. The Nutmeg was in full luxuriance, b ~aring the 

fruit in a ll its stages. It resembles a Bay Tree or Laurel and 

t he fruit ma.y be mistaken f·or a Peach. This opened, when ripe, 

exposes the Nut inside covered with a beautiful vermilion cuticle 

wl1 icrJ when t aken off forms t..f1e Mace used in England. 

cr a ck t."le Shell of the Nut ~-md inside is the Nutmeg. 

You next 

The Aromati 

flavour of the Nutmeg and Uace pervade the tre e , leaves and fruit 

in a ll its Darts <'illd stages. The outside pulp Ol" peach-like pa:r 

of it forms with Sugar a rnost delicious sweP.tmeat. 

The Cinnamon and Clov~ we re a.1 so in great abundance a nd. gave 

good notice by their fragrance what treeR they were. 'fhiR l Rlanc 

may be conRidered as one of' the finest in the world; i tR clj.D"'.Rte 
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excell e nt c=>..nrl h~;::(l . t.Y'ty~ tile Harbour secnre ancl eap,y of A.ccess, and 

in a. military point of v5.ew in quite t..'i1.e key to t.he Strai tt:t of 1La· 

laccn . Provisions are reasonable <L'~"Hi it 5.s a place of consi.de:r-

abl e tr a. de notwithstanding its powerful rivaJ. the new Settlement 

Rt !?: ingapore . Geraniums and most of our exotic plants grow wild 

tl1e P ine Apple in p~rticular abundar1 ce and fin e flavour. At cln 

Ame rican Gentlerr1an 1 s :r~ouE< e t.."l. ere was a quantity of China Vases ox· 

_;·•'lo wer· Pot s r an[{ed in the Verandah ·:hi ch on inspecti o n proved to 

be the ccn:n; ~J O n Ttngli sh C::1bl.)ages preserved with gr·e a t c a re a s cu

riosities. 

·~------ · - ...ot,..;.....,.,l..,_ l..l. ..... __. .. ·-- 0# 
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Pedir. Coast of Swnatra. 

Contr e~ry wi nds and bad we a t her; anchored here fer a chf'..nge t1 

sto p t5.de. !.'-R.tthew went e R.rly on :>l'wre; 

~:..11 d te d.:i.o u F.> until he r.e turned. whl ch he did to wardR four o ,.cl0 c k ; 

brough t off some n!n.rtll s qu ?.re l~ n.tr; t=mch as t...he NRti.v~s s:i. t upon . 

'l'h.e Poultry is reraa rlcP..hly cheaJ:l, J.6 for J. DolJ.nr. ~)ncks n ine for 

a !'!rnoky t?..F~t.e . 

he h an_ a!l. in terview with the Rajah who he invited t o p !=ly u.n n vi-

r:i t; hP Y..1 illingl~r accepted tl'1e ir1v i te and }1roffered to bri11g llif 

Lady ,i.a.d she been well enough . The hut he saw hi m in was a mos1 

miserable !)l a cet and was part of the Custom House·. He was s e ate< 

on the p; round but irrlr'J.ediately arose and had some chairs which we: 

suspended to the roo f lowered for his use and. took one himself .. 

~!..atthew enquiring about precious stones. he sent one of hiB atte; 

dants to br ing s ome of hi£; jewels . He had so z:ue V2~luabl. e d i a..rnond 

one rine a lone was worth £4000. it was larger than a hazel nat a 

hn.d br-;en pret=;ented to him by the Rajah of Ach.en. 

rings 2.ppeared very ancient .. He waA much a mu Aed at r:Rtthew'R 

Ivory t t=t"hl etA, s A. id "he never Aaw R.nything l ike the ~ngJ.j. sh peor 

gloveR, s a id t h ey were the fl.rt;t pai r he h ad. ever Reen, hegsP.d 1 

ex&~ine them and then expreased a greR.t wish for a pair. He ~e r 

a Chinese mrt.n off to the Rhip to examine some t h ings t and by h ir 

Capt. F . sent a few presents. 

.,. • -.-.. ~ _.,., -.._. • ' ~I -
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Sep t. 28 th. :::.ade preparc-.. tione to receive th.e hajal ! . He came 

off one with Capt. ~ . 
.!: • in h i s ·,-;h al e boat escorted by t wo o t h er 

b oats . As so on as h e wa s on bo ard five guns were fired a s ~ s~ -

U.s Bl.aves 

ca rri e d ove r hilJl a Pink Silk ParaFwl of Ji""'rench m.ake. He was 

ple<i !':ins in his face and mr-:.nner s , had an eno rmous digni t y about 

h i m a n d the air of a rnan evid_entlJ' burn t.o CODI'.:and .. evi -

dently much pleased with the Ship and when he came in to t:.11e Cuddy 

where t h e tiffin was laid out he appeared qui te astonish ed a.1 d 

coul d no t kee p his eyes off £.fiiss R. and myself, 1 suppose being 

the fir s t Er~lish Ladies he had seen. He was verv a nxious to ., 

purchase our Silver Spoons fl .. nd Forks and we were inforn ed by the 

Interpre ter t!tat he had an i m;< .. ense number of English tl1.ings laid 

up in ches tR. He has about 50CO Arrnecl lEen. He appears to be a 

good. :: .. ierch ant, ·brought off so n1e h2~nd~ome Silk Ilk'l.de ?.t Fedir for 

sRl e , lmt af:lkect an enormous price • His MajeBty had a parcel caJ 

rieci a f ter- hirn, tied in ?. handkerchief 1 whicl-.. rou.ch excited rny cu: 

osity. After tiffin he called for it and! found it contained 

every thine neceRf:lR.ry for eating Betel Nut. 't'he boxes were of 

mas10y silver . Ee prepares it himself, he offered me a dose, a.nd 
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not liking to refuse took a small piece, but made such a face that 

t he hajah wae. co nvulsed with laughter. When he left , three guns 

were fired. He brought off some handsome presents su.e;n as Goats, 

Poultry, Fruits, etc. etc. After he left he sent a lf.esse nger to 

,..;ish u s a good voyage c-:..nd t o s ay that of all the Captains he: had 

ever seen lw liked r-wne nO well an Capt. F . ?,.nd of aJ.l tl1.e J..adi e f 

So Flu.ch f0r his ga.llan try. 

'~:hil~t v"e we re h;:;re the Gook brought UR a fowl he had ju~t 

pluckt=:d; the plurnR.ge had 1; een the ~arne as other Poultry , but wher 

p icked t h1-.:: fowl was perfectly black. A 1\~, ti ve Berva.n t told ns 

they were quJ. te COi'Tll1.on in I ndia and clinsict.ere :i. a deli cc>.cy. :..v11en 

cut at dinner, t h e meat was white but the bone~ were likP. enony. 

The Ra jah afterwards sent us another lfe snage beggi ng us to eta: 

until the next day, wishing to purchase all our Si lver Spoons and 

Forks , and was much disappointed when he saw us get under . ·1tei gh. 

7ne to~TI of Pedir is s mall, the streets regular but open, with co l 

siderable trade which they carry on in barter for Betel Nut , with 

Yrhi ch article they supply great part o.f the Eas t. 'l'his Nut, so 

uni vereally .used, grows in large clusters on a high tree much re

sembling a Cocoa 1iut tree and is of the size of a small Apple. I 

has a yellow stringy covering; this is cut off and the Hu t (much 

likt=: a Nutmeg ·nut round) is thE': luxury eo hie;hly prized. It has 

bitter taste a.ncl i !S chewf'!d with JJime a.Yld the green leaf of c,, plan 

it makes the teeth of a. reddish black colour and is moat diseuati 

to European eyes. 
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1.'he annexed sketch is a distant view of the Golden !fountain of -, 

Achen seen from Pedir. It contains gold but is not suffered to be 

·worked by the H.aj a.h of A.chen. Our friend the ha.juh of Pedir 

is quite despotic but bears the character of beine very just • . 'l-ie 

is sur.1lnn.ry in his punishments. A shc.rt time before we a.r1·i Ve~ 1 c.~. 

nq,n ;•tar; brought 'before him charged v~i th some crime; hf: enquired 

into t..~e m._"'l.. ttP.r, pronO'lmcen him guilty and sentenct-:d hi]jl to death, 

and instantly drawing his Creafl€: plunged it into his 1ir-8n.Rt,. 
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Chowra. Hicobar Island. 

Oct. 4th. The anniversary of my wedding day. Last evening 

two Proas came off to the Ship. Eiss H. and rr;yself were shut up 

in t.._l'}e Cabin and all the windows closed in consequence of the 

1"~- ... l·~;;e~ not .... ear4no· anv cJothl.·nr:r -l l'"'ea"~'·a.' ""'· 9',I"e"'t, de ·,, res·· .... ectin ~.:;. 1, ., , . , ~ ... 0 ... . 0 & .• ... ..... ' , .. ' ~ I' 

them fro m ny Husband; he descril)es them as a po we:r·ful •ell-buil t 

r2.ce~ Good humoured, confiding and. exceedingly honest. He bough 

5l5000 Coco<:. Nuts of t h em ?..n <'l. found UlP.m strictly correct evP.n to 

R Co en n Hu. t; he wan extremel.;y pl ea.fH~d with. thmn. At fir~ t they 

werP. onlv "rm:.no::rv for To.bRcco H Rnd. wouJ.f, }Jerhctp~ g:i.v& 
v --~<It-- v . ·- -----=-- 20 CD c:C! a 

Nuts for Tcbacco tJ1at had. not cost J.~ct. 

')'!hun~ for C1C>th 11
,. Knives. etc. The;\' had quantities of fruit, 

Paul try, Pigs etc. Some of the Figs were bought far the value 

of t wo pence or threepence. Their Canoes have a sinz;\JJ.ar appeal· 

ance. The Natives are quite unarmed. and appear active and indus-

trious; some of them were dressed and brought in to us... Two vto

rnen Vl.tere also brought, to whom we made presents. They were much 

as toni shed at the looking Glass but when they found 1 t was t h eir 

own faces they sa~.r in the glass they would not look again. The 

Islancl is the most lovely place I ever beheld. I could indeed 

fancy happiness to dwell in auch a. place; it appears like a ltL"'CL 

riP..nt garden and is small, not above lt mile in extent. The Ha

ti ve huts are the 'best I hcwe seen and are remarkably. well made, 

they are raised frorn the ground a·bout twelve feet and you ascend 

to 1 t by A. kind of ladder. The only light they have ia fror11 the 



crevices of the floor. The Island I should imagine is very thick 

ly popu;tatecl. 

Oct. 5th. l'.':a.tthew shot several bird\:.;. The Natives wer-e much 

ctstonished at the Gun, -BOrne of the Children had never see n one 'be 

fore . The P:tgeans are t he fines'v birds of the kind J ever beheld 

1 sho uld. think eac!J. bird we i ghed. a,t least t·,~o pounds~ v;e found 

t hem excellent eatint;. Re likm'i'"lse procured a dark bronze .green 

bird between the pige:::n and the hen. It is mentione d 1;;y Eir St(;L'] 

I 

n<;Xf'> nnd cur; tnmR--no t speaki ns tlu~ir lc~ngnage, ana thP. In tP.rpre te 

we hR.cl, alR~, .h<i.d no soul heyond Go coR Nuts;, it was flUi te :i.n 

vain we asked hi m to put question s to them. Vie found o u t t ... ll.a t 

they plac e their- dead in their Canoe A~ put their fi shine; u ten~il E 

a n d paddle s in v:i t h them and then r aiAe the Canoes about foLU' fee 

from the Ground on poles . and hang Cocoa Nuts round them~ whj.ch 

Cocoa Nuts they at times replenish. 

Friday 8th. Hy husband t.,"lis day \vent into the in terior of ti: 

Island Rnd found a fine plain of the richest soil, he should i n a -

.c;ine 20,000 Acres. bea ring a fine Grass about the h eight of whea1 

Y'i t h respect to their religion all we could dlscover wa11 t.J'La.t thE 

believed in a God.. '.Vhen we aakerl thP.m where their .go0d peopl e 

went to, they pointed to the Rea Vf!nF> and. J;n.id God. ancl whert: t..i-:lej 

b~d people w~mt tn, they shook their heads nncl said no h ?.d peopl~ 



at Chowra, all good.; I procured a. pretty model of one of thei:.':' 

Canoes. 

The v:omen on shore I find are 5.11 dressed; they wc a ;r· a l'lanciker

chief tied over t he ir busts and another round their ·;mi st ·which 

,lrnost re aches to t h eir feet. The i;'",en, unlike othe r s o.va.ge l~ a 

tion s , appeax· vel' ;)' kind to them • 

.;. .. boat cc= ...... rne from Terra.ssan a neighbouring i sl2.11'i to barter and 

to induce Capt . 1' . to t a.ke t he ship there. 1 did not a t :-~11 like 

thA R.ppeara.nce nf theEe Natives a.ncl the Ha. ti-ve ~ of C:i1ow:ra F~ppe?-red 

quitP- disrnayed at t h eir co ming , a~ if t h e;y v:rere afr?~id oi' the m. 

'fn8y h<ul dc;.ubed n.r.:t:r. eheeks with. R thick red p cd.n t wYd.eh eave 

them Rn lm}!lea~an t a!.Jpea:r.?..nce, wild a.r-.ri Aa.-vagr. .. 

At Chowra first Bm'f thF.> 1)irrtRt neRts so ceJ.ehr.R.ted in IndiR . 

They resembJ.e smalJ. parcels of IRinglRr.:s and. are vrorth u ·-.rdr 

weight in silver; about t·.:to will w~ ig11 a dollar. 

Le ft Chowra Oct .. lOth. A remarkable prouf of the .kno....-m h0nesty 

of thes~ innocent Natives you ma,y have in the cust.om of Ships 

calling here v.rho are acquainted ·with their ch aracter; t hey e-ome or 

board i.n t h eir different Ca no es and purchase the Cloths, KnJ.vesJ 

etc .. and take them away with ther<1 upon pronise of having a certaii 

nurnber of Cocoa Nuts ready by a. given time, which precise they ne· 

ver f~il to keep . Should a mi s take arise in their c <::t.l cul a t icns, 

they would irr.rn.ediately on d5.Acovery acquaint you wi th it, hov1ever 

they might lo f3e by their c<mdour. They P.re rP.mF~rka.bly faithful 

to each other and domes tic. Their house!'> are qu.i tP. o pen . 'mlole 

\":1-A. 
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villages are occasionally left without inhabi tantE, ·.-dw go out to 

gather Cocoa Nuts; yet I could hear of no ·th eft ever h aving beer 

cornmi tted. Some of the houeee in the interior are su.:r:rounded by 

a Bamboo fence forming a yard fo.r their Poultry , Pigs, etc. For 

these ls s t they are famous , }"1roducing the finest Pork in the 

?FO:tld ,. "b " j_ng entirely fe d on Cocc a Nute which i s indeed also the 

})rit1cipal fo o d of the Hative~ .. We left then .:f o ~~ Car· 1hcobar i'tith 

regretc 

VillageR .. 
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Car Nicobar. 

Arrived on the 11th. The Island very beautiful but do not 

like the Natives so well as at Chowra. They have eviden tly mixed 

much with ~~uropeans and, I regret to say, it does not appear to 

. h c"ve improved their character. They suffei· their dar-k hair to 

grow long and some of them have a most fantastic appearance. nome 

of th em you see with nothing on but a pair of boots, others with 

only a h at o r perhaps a Cnat or a pair of Pant?.loo_n!;; some wear 

nothing but a shirt, others go without even that {: overing. 'Ihe 

women were mostly dressed, wearing a huge handkerchief' over the 

bust with a large blue wrapper or petticoat. Tasted here :for the 

first time the highJ.y prized :Butter or Oil Cocoa Nut; it ;.s deli· 

cious hut extremely rich. Wh.en we arrived we found the Nat).ves ir 

great distress on account of one of them having died the precedin~ 

day fro m the bite of the Cobra di Capello (or hooded snake). FOr 

four nights about ten o'clock we heard the most dismal howlings 

and wailings from the shore , and saw the Natives run up and down 

waving lighted branches as a sign of their grief. We heard fror 

some of them that on such occasions all the inhabitants from the 

neighbouring Villages meet where the dead man lived and join in 

the sorrow; they break all their plates and different things . Th1 

bury the dead close to their houses and erect a kind of monument 

over them in the form of a conet about three feet high made of 

wnod (many of them are of a cylindrical shape) which they Gover 
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with ahredR of blue, white R.nd red cloth interwove r1 tastefuJ.J.y 

like a lia t gi-ving it the apr>e?..rance of a Bcotch plaid. This they 

carefully pro teet from the we a. ther by covering with a case of Paln 

leaves on the approach of rain; these give a very pretty appear-

a..11ce to the Village having little strea,"'!lers, resembling pennants, 

from most of' them, and are placed close to the huts. These remair 

for nne y e ar after- the death of the individual. when they are bro-

}~en up. the ·bodies exhumated and the bones placed in a Canoe at 
1 

t he back of the Village distant about a s tone s throw. Of their 

. . t U] ' . b .... 1 . t .... l . nf. 1 • .&' reli g 1ous sent1men s we co .a. gal.n Ut. _J. .... e J. orma ·c.:ton J.ro ro no· 

suff iciently. understanding their language. When questioned as to 

where the dec>.d went they pointed to Heaven and said to God; to ow 

que .Ation as to bad men, t..hey answered, as at Cho,vr<". 1 c>..ll we.:.1 e goo~ 

--that thP.re were no bad men. Of' their rnP..rriages we e J.icj. ted tht 

follo wing trifling particulars: When R mP..n wishes to he rnA.rri ed, 

he p;oEH> to nne of the Captain~' or Chiefs' hoUf;es ?.nd sits d0wn 

and w?.i ts days and days until the Chief is quite tired of aeeing 

him, he then asks him why he always sits in his house and what he 

wants--upon which the Suitor replies that he wishes to be oarr ied 

when the Chief g ives hir.1 one of the young women in his village an 

he takes her away wit..hout further ceremony. We got heartily tir 

of this place long before we left, the people are so encroaching, 

wanting every thing they saw; they would bring a Yam or Fowl and 

expect ~hings a hundred times the Talue in return. Their constan 

cry wa e You give ~present, ~give you present~ ~good Man, ~ 
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good V .. an.. AJ..l b rothP.rs, same Father, same l!.nther. As to <'t-o wns 

a n cl PP.ttico?.ts thB ctemand waF.: AC'l gre?..t they would hnve deprj_ved m 

Q.f <:JJ. I had; they were likevd Re vBry anxious after BD.ve:r Bpoons 

and Perks. One dP.y when J.Catthew was on shore, a ll R- t <mce Pw 

sme..ll whirlwind cc>..me on; it carriecl his hat some distance; the 

Na tive s we r e much terrj.fied and ran screarning away. The whirlwin 

was quite local. 

Hephew Charles Friend taken very ill wi t h Repatilis and 

gave us gre at uneasiness, for several days we despaired of him. 

Had n o medica l gentleman on board; h is Uncle was· oblised to at-

tend on him. 

Oct . 22nd, Fri day. The natives I find do not make their best 

Canoes but purchase them at ChO'V!I'~. !t appears the Islandf5 of No 

Cowra and '1' do not produce Cocoa :Nuts; t..lLeir inhabl tant 

are very ingeni ous n.nd make the Cc:moea v,rh. ich they ta...1<e t,o Chovrra. 

where the Natives fro m t11e different Island.s meet them and ·b?.rter 

with Cocoa Nuts. Cloth, etc. The Natives \If Car Nicot)?.r ctnd 

Chowra are very partial to eacr• other but do not like the inhabi

tants of the other islands, say they are bad Hen and kill each 

other. I quite regret I have not been on shore having had f!uch 

interesting accounts of the ·Natives from rrzy Husband. Theii· Huts 

I understand are beautifully made. ~lLe insides are fitted with 

great exactness and neatness; the roof is formed of split Bamboo 

. lai d closely . together. The huts are raised from the g round as at 

Chowra but above the rirst room they have a small second one whei 
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they keep their valuable property .. The greatest unanimity appear. 

to prevail ~mong tl1em and they never in terfere d with each o~~er•s 

bargains. It is the custon when they first come on board to trus 

th em vii th whatever goo dE t.."ley ma_y fancy • perhaps to the extent of 

30 JOOO pair of Cocoa Nuts; the;y were found extrern~J.y punctun.J. in 

muRt ·be considerF...hJ.~ traffl.ct ?.s durinP" the short time w~ were 

here three Ship~ CRJ118 :i.n for COCC'l P .. Nuts . J:n J.o88 Dampier was 

left on one of the Islands wj. th two other persons; they were 

treated. with great kindness hy the H~ttives a.nd purchased. a ea.no e 

of them for an axe, wen t towards Ach~n and landed near the Golden 

1£oun tain. Their language is pc~rtly Native, partly Portuguese; th 

modulations a re soft ancl agreeable. tfy dear Husband made some 

lit Ue :progress in their lan.s;uage and has given me the following 

as t h eir numbers: Kay h6ot. ·, one; A gnat. t wo; Lu-ay, .. three; 

Fearn. four; "' f' Tan ee . 1 ve; Tal fo51, six: That-ar-sab, seven; 

Ray o wary . eight; 
..... 

( Nac qu a tary, nine); Som. ten: Hung, one 
-. 

hundred. I observed that almost all the natives had severe cough 

indeed we all took cold. At Chowra ma.ny of the Natives suffered 

from an f:nlargement of their legs and arms, a disease, I believe, 

cR.llerl the Rlephantiasi s. Here they hnd no such complaint, indee 

when they used to ask after one of their Chowra friends ~ Capt. 

1~albrookJ they used to lP..ugh H.nd say "1-.[a.n with the big leg"., I 

understP ... nd a Europectn of the nrune. or worthington reAided two yeru 

among them at Non Chowra and was made their Chier. Re has wri ttf 
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an account of the Datives. Tne in.."rlabi t.ants re se.:;lble the Portu-

guese f rom whom they are doubtless descended;. they have an idea 

t ha t they came over the mainland near them 
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hz~ngoon. 

Saturday Oct. 30 t h . Arrived a t dayb re ak in sight of the Pegu 

Coast an d. e .r1 tereci the Li vel'; we were particularl y f o r tuna te i n 

h aving a qui e t run f ro m Hicob a r. having been on l y a week ou t and 

now h avi ng a fa i r wind and. t1:1e tide with u s we were lY~i t a few 

hnv.l'S r e a ch i ng 1-\ang o on. Th e entra nce o :f t11e :H i ve :r- and t..i-le ap ·· 

pe a.r·ance o f t he l and o n ei thEn- side i s pretty . t.l1e co un t ry i s lo vu 

a.t1d t he villages are b uilt quite on t h e banks of t he ri vel' --a l mo E 

inO.e e d i 1 it. ;r,y exp e c ta tions we r e r a ised t o the high est pitch 

by the dis t~nt ap:H~ arance of hane;oon and a n t ic:i.pate d a s plt-md).ct 

City . 'The Pag o das hr-.ve a noble appearance and P..l'e g~ner c>.lly P. n -

tirely g il t a n d were ,sli t terine in the r;un; 

c ?.lJ.£-;d 'l'he Dagon, fo:rcibly remincl.ed rne o f S t.Pau.l 's and i f; , I 

unde:;rstand, nearly as high, only wRnting 1 7 f'B <=; t. F,mcy my di s -

a:ppointment on r-e ach ing Rangoon in finding the city :mo re like a 

large 1-..ala.y tovm than anytu"ling else -. Not..h.ing but Ba mb oo hu t s co. 

vered with ti1a tch, with two or three wooden houses. The only go( 
·. 

buildings are the Pagodas, which are ma.gnificerit--th 0y are of a 

s tupe ndou s size. and are solidly built with brick s c o vered with 

chunan. and afterwards gilded. A woo&en wall extends round p a r t 

of the town which is called . the "Stockade " . 

Capt. Friend, wllen on shore this day. saw the Raja.h go in pro 

cessi.on to the Pagoda.. It was nearly three quarters of an hour 

pasi=ling the house where he waa staying. The Soldiers he descrlb 

as a powerful race of men, tolerably armed w1 th maRkets, etc. et 
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pl r-L c ecl on <:. cushion with g olden Umbrel las. Th~?.y <=.11 ha.d m..merou s 

se rvan t s following, some cR.rrying Chairs , Carpet;:,, J<ans a.nd Ho;:;:es 

1\vo were rao untA:~ci on .Elephants, but. appe<>.red of inferior rcmk. 

T!IE: haj <'Lh or Wo ongy i wa8 i n a.n English Euggy and 1 must co nfe ss 

ap·peared sadly out of p l a ce .. In the evening all t Le town ... ...-as il-

lw1in::;.ted and hn.d c. very pretty appea.r<c'!.nce. 1\umerous no ckets 

were let off c->-nd the best I ever sa.v;. I never witnessed a mo r e 

beautiful n i ght than this : I never .saY:: the moon in no r e splendid 

~~aj eR ty; the river· was per·fe ctly calm a.nd th.e sce ne so silent--

only disturbed by the di:=otant hu.rn of voicer; and the occasional 

noise oi' the Eocke t s . The vm.ter iA quite fr e sh RJ. though only 25 

milel":l from the entrance of t he river; it :i. s rath P.r muddy hut the 

tr;.stP. is e.xtremP.ly good. WP. fj.nti. a g reat many Un l';qaitoes and t.he 

he a. t OJ>p r.ess).ve.. 'rhermome t er at Sf:l. 

Sunday 3J.Bt. An irnnlenFle nu .. '?lber of crown pa5.d the:: S..~t p a vl ::;j_ t 

th is morning, a nd kep t up an incessant cawing; they were no 1wld 

as a.c tually t o enter the Caboo ae, and endeavoured t o takP. t..he 

t..~ings out of t he s a ucepans • . I co uld not h·~lp lau.ghing to see 

tl1 e Cook in a rage flourishing hi a Poker, and vainly endeavourin€ 

to drive the intruders away. Soon afterwa rds some Brahm.ina Y.i teE 

joined them and they continued \Ti th us during our stay here. '.IhE 

Steward b:I'ough t ~ls off a saci account of the place; it appears we 

are here at a bad -season and he can scarcely procure anything. 
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sion. The r<'"":joicin?,s are in cnnBfHlHencr::: of th~ ter:-rd.nation of th 

d8.v. The fir:-1t thing we BRW nn 1andins waB F. fir;u:r ·O> of an FJ .e-

}Jhant with three men on it. 'l'he procession was j unt corr1me ncing 

as we 1anded; we went to Hir . l'.'lanookts house where 1-re had an excel 

lent view. I was much gratified; it was the first Eastern 

Spe ctacle I ha6 ever- witnessed . Some of the Fen of Hank h ad some 

thing like a .coronet c&rried before them, as before wentioned, ac 

cording to Lheir rank they were followed oy a g reat many Servan t:: 

carrylng C.ifferent things belongjng to their Masters--one carryir. 

a co m.r:G.on Woo den English Cl1.'1.ir, ana ther a Golden Cup; one a Carpe 

anot.her a M.at, another his "THweJ.s , etc. etc. It waf> a rno st sin-

sular s i ght. There were three RJ.eph?~nt!'J in the proce nnion" J. 

cnuJ.d net but gaze at the immense animals ::l.nd wonder how t h ey 

could move with Bn ruuch ease. We wr-U.ked to the Tsuliah Paeoda 

I hav~ drawn. fronting the Pagoda. The chief Atreet i~ well 

paved with a kind of brick resembling our Bath briek placed on 

their edges. On each side are ranged the houses wh ich are de-

tached and appear clean and badly arranged; they are built of Bru 

boo and generally placed on mar8hy ground with green stagnant 

water under them, which kind of situation ~~ey generally prefer. 
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The h o uses c:u·e o p en in f ront and h n.v e c. li ght b c;~J.:(l Cl fence b efore 

•::i t h floy.-ers ;::_nci srec:n bo ur.;hs. J. W& S If1Ucl1 ~1U.rp rir->ed. to fj.nn the 

t n e rn . TI1Ry hn.cl a gre ;: t n<tny offn:-ings deposi te d n,t nut, consi.sti 

of flov.rerf; stli.ck on a stick , lights placed in nBa ll e e:.rthen Eau-

c cr!:# wn.x t a per s) an d (some who vrrere ve r y devout\ brought l eaves 

of Gold Leaf c:wd paste:", t3-: e;-1 on U1e figurer; or Pa.go Q..n. s .. They had 

e. gre a t mn.ny fire,l'tork~ prepa red for the evening . l:.any of the 

chi l dren h ad t wo or three s rna.l l so ld neclclaces on , vii th. silver 

::;_n}~ J 0 t s anl1 bracelets. We found the people ~xtre1:-1ely ci vi 1 and 

~Vell-."behaved , nJ1d v;e tre:re not in t:te l .east r:l.olested FJ.though much 

sta red ~ t and followed. The B-vening::; .::.ue roost delicious. The 
>. 

J3urrue se are a fine race of men ann ::;orne; of the wome;-~ ~ue ex tremel 

pre tty; 

2nd. Navember. ThP- ilJ.1.1.m.ina tionf> we;rf': vf':ry pr.·fl tty thi ~ ~veni:r 

the f'lo a tj_n.g ligh ta on th~ river had a r;eau tiful P.ff~=H: t; 

liGhted candle is placed ann t h en ~2t rloating, a short distance 

from ea~'-1 oth er, to the extent of some thousands. 'RaB tRken veJ 

ill--suppose it is owing to the continued rains. 
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Fri day 5th. !i1uch amused. this morning by a. visit from the Cap -

tain cf the Co chin Chin& Shi p ; it app e ars she i f.> n 1.1s..n of war. 

Ee w<::. ~~ &.ttended by his lnterp rete!· v:lw nppeare d. t o be an intelli-· 

gent lllan . ·uu -:. 1 wac told afterwards he bore a LJ.cst indiffere nt 

char·ac ter & Ee h appene d to see one of I.ilJ-. draviing;; , and asl:ed to 

sec qi Ulll ec tion; my h uc-:oand nade l£J.e br:;.n-8 thel.J ou ·::., this led 

to a eli s cu ssion. on Bwan Hi vex·, on whi c;h he asked ft gre<~ t 1:1any 

.-.. n1l whst it pro d.ucecl? if C~olcl, Silver, Prec i ous Stones , 

why t h e "G ngli. Bh went t here? 

ing to entf'!r into aJ.l the why 1 B a.ncl wheref ores of Bwrtn Ri ver . 

. t th , .. 1\ 1 ' . inforr.ied. him t.ha ' e J)eCi'le-ne-m.er BO celeb rated in China. was to 

be foun(i in great quanti ties on the beach and. that as yet it was 

unknown to t he inhabi tante. He made many particular questions 

about it, the harbour at sw--~u1. h iver, etc, and sai d he should i rrm 

diately o n his return endeavour to pe:r-su.ade the King of his Cour 

try to send so~e persons to collect them. He descrihed t he pro-

cess of preserving t~ · .em as extremely s i mple . The ru1.i w.~l is oper 

the inside taken out, anci ruubed wi t-~ Chunalli and is tl1.en left 01 

the heach to dry. The Co chin Chine .. Captain men tinned having a 

horn to d.i ;:;:pose of which possessed wond.erful medicinal properti1 

the que~tion naturally arose RS to whn.t animal the horn had be-

longed., when he asserted it WR.A an Unicorn~ which occasioned mu 

discussion, Capt. I'riend not believing thRt fmch nn a.ni raal exiB 



06 . 

The C.C.Captain !'3en t for P~ nRtive artist they hPvc'.. on board. hj.s 

e-hi }J ~ and he, under h i .s inspe~tio n, sketched the An i F .. n.l, also a.n-

ot..'Ler~ which h a J a horn o n his forehead. Th e first was r·atller 

longer t11an a Cow ancl had a lwrn upon i t.s nose , with feet like an 

.Sleph.o.n t, and. wa.s playful. mild and tractable; t :-li:; was evidentl 

the hhi no cero B. Hi e account of t h e other was almost fct.bu.lous: he 

said it v.-as tv:ice the size of an Ele phant, tna.t it hhd sca.l"'s l.i.H 

e.. fish b u t t ha t each scale :reaeD1b led a t o rtoiseshell . Its feet 

we:re Jike a horf::e's rtnd it had e_ horn whi ch p rojecte d from its 

foreh e atl. Ee nescri1)ed it as wondP.:rful ly ~tro ng H .. nd t 11e .. t it re-

quiref ... a n At of Iron to c::ttch it. He t,"'l<. u ::; tl:'.at hP. had often 
~ .· .. ·. ~. -: 

seen therrt , bu. t that one F. in pe.:rticul~i.J: he was nut ru10. o tj_ng when 

he Mtw- one advancing follo wed "by a y oung nne. He i r.ru:nP.cliateJ.y in 

ffl:n.r and. trembling took refuge in P.. tree and ~atche cl its moYe-

men t s . As the hu.ge Monster Pwdvanced. a tree impaded i te progre e: 

he bent his head and with his horn raise d it f ro m t h e ground and 

th r-owing it ove1.· h is head, quietly continued his route . They 

have never succ e eded in t aming them, but they continue perfectly 

furious in c 0nfinen e n t. i!:y husband closely cross-questioned him 

but could elicit no contradiction o1 any moment, but still re -

ma.ins incredulous, solely !'.rom the outer description of the Anim 

which according to the laws of Natural History j ,B a complete ano 

ma.ly. I forgot to mention he said he had teeth in both jaws. '! 

general description would claas the animal ~ith the E qu.us tribe, 

but with cil..ecrepancies. 
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Nov . Gth. We have t..'lis day made a grec>~t sensR.tion arnong t..'lle 

Burrn.e se. The Sailors had amused themselves by rr~fl.king a Gu:Jr Fawke 

which they suspended fro m the yard Arm.. The people on shore were 

quite a ;nazed anu crowds were all d ay looking a-t the Ship c-..nd 

boate passing and repassing, and every person that left the vesse 

was i u.11r1ed i a telv surrounded b:v anxious enQ.v.ire::t .f.i . What haci the . .. .. 
~hi te man done that he was hanged? Even lir . Iianook, the Ar menian 

Eer chant to whom the Ship was consigned, sen t a mes;:;cn,ser to a 

neighbouring Shi }"l t o enquire why Capt. 1'riend had hc:~nged one of 

his men. Have had Reveral works on Ava sen t to Iile: Gol. Symes1 

Embassv to Ava in J.795, H~nreloclc 

Memo irso 

nov . 7th. :KoF>r~ at five anrl went with Capt. Rawlinson tC'I the 

wh:L ch is a conveyance some thing like the h~ad of a Buggy , borne 1 

four men. I was much gratified at t he f>ight of the Pagoda. It i1 

an immens~ building and is 360 feet above the level of the sea. : 

must have been extremely beautiful when first gilt. It is situa 

in the centre of a circle. and is surrounded by many Pae;odas; sO l 

o f them are quite new and glittering with gold, others in a stat· 

of decay. 'l'he large Pagoda is much f'requen ted by votaries, and 

nurn.berless offerings were placed before the gigantic figure of 

Gau<Lrna . These offerings are of the most simple natu.re: a singl 

flower, a plate of rice, a Cup, a Fan, etc. and Rl!IP..ll wax light 

the food generally serves a8 a repaA t for the Crows, and. the <' th 
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t hi ng 8 ?~re t<tken by the PrientB. 

" l t ·t . D ~ 1 -, . 1 ' t he er0una ?.. >O u ~ waR a great. T')ctny J eer ~ 10 rns WIUC!n. are u~en 

for· tile purpos r~ of striking the Bell. Return~d P.nd ·hre<~.k::fasted 

wi t h Capt. Rawl inson; purchased some Rangoon Silks vrhi ch. are 

handsome but de a r. 

Fov. 9th.. Finished reading !:.".rs • .Judson' s l:Lemoirs and. have been 

much gratified; her suff ering ;::; during her llusb::1nu' B Ct:t.p ti vi t.y 

.!.7!US t have b e en drea.dful e 

l~o ·v- . 1 4th. Called to see Dr . Judson f the Ameri c2~rr D::..p tis t lli s-

sion:?_ry ~ was extre,Jely plea se d. with hi tJ. ; vi e wed l'li ru. with feelin~ 

of peculiar intere8t frn m having just :perused hi!'> wife ls ( I:.rr;. J1. 

Re has indeed drtm.Jc deeply of the Cup of Ai.'i'li( 

t ion. RiB sufferings rluring hi a c ap ti vi ty at Ava we xe greR. t R.nd 

he wou.ld hP-VE: di e d, hF~d j. t not 'hee:-;n for the -exei·tions of hiR ex-

le R.v ing a J.:i ttle girl who shortly followecl her Eo the:r . Since 

this affll.ction he has entirely forBaken the world n.nd devoted 

himself entirely to the service of Hi m V.lho ca.n al one g i ve ccnnfor 

to t h e dep ressed . He has made g reat progres s in t he translation 

of th-e :Bible in to the Burmese Language,. and dedi-cate £J much time 

to the instruction of t h e Burmese. He ha.s also writ ten many trE 

con1pari ng the t wCJ reli g ions. He told us he rose e a rly ev~l-'Y mo l 

in.g s.nd took a wr .. lk, returning by daybreak time, and that he dil 

tributed tracts during his excursions. On his return he sits il 

his chamber and receives t 1to Ee who wish for religious ins t rue til 
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and t hat he han a great ITlRl1Y visi 'tl.'1r!"i. He will f>carcely su.ff8r 

Ee is P.xtrene l~' thin P.nd 3}:1.1P. hut 'f'i th '"' cle::;.r intelligent che , r-

ful c o un ten c:.nce ;nld <"- Elight se. ti:ri cF.l ex:p rr: sr; i::: n; h e h ato a pe cu 

on l1i 8 SliOulderR e 

I felt quite pc:. i ned as I c onversed \"d U'J h irr: and te s:. rt. star·ted 

in ny eyes as I vi ewed the cle sol&.te state in .. :l;.icn ne ViaS p laced .. 

{Re doe-r.; m, t, at co.J.l raix ·.dth the :;_-;; uropeans at RR-ngoon) --he w aF. 

B-videntlv r:uch nleased at ou.r- cr.J.lin.cr>· on hi w and I wa s mu.clt G.t$-... - ... 

t oni e:he d a t hi f:, sayins :i.n B.. cheerful manner t h a. t lH~ much regret-

::~v~ry tiro8 1 go nn shor·e to nkP.tch mw1ber~ of personn fol.lo w 

what J <utl rio ine. ancl :t finn mysel.f occa~ionally olJJ.igP.d to Bhow 

them v;hP.t p ro gress I ha~v-e r:Jade . They alwayFi point t o the PE.godR 

and want me to sketch i t and sometimes t h ey ask why Ca pt . Friend 

does not dra"h· . 

Wednesdcy 1 7 t h . Re c>..rd tl'1e Rajah's chief wife was une :)q;ec tedl~ 

coming to to wn. Two splendid gilt boa t s went up to meet her; eac 

boat wan :rowed by 24 men and the chief men had g il t lli'lbrellas , a 

ma.rk of n o b ility, held over their heads. ·Hen t to Capt. Ra.v:lin-
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son's to see the prnceasion, l)ut was rmch disappointed. aA tn~ t fev. 

Bhe would not ;rj.de: 5.n t1~ P. Ru.ee;y t1ent 

by h~r hus1;,:;.nd but WP~s carri ecl in P. z:U. t Pal~·tn!ln:i. n; she h ad the 

curtFd_n !': cl0seJ.y drav\:·n. We u.nderst2"nd tha t Bht=: wa r; in a g :r.en.t 

T<l o.;P. <:..t no t hc;.ving more c:tttention paid t o her. t\lthCit she was tl 

Rc;,jah's chiP.f 't71.fe, j_t appears s.lle wa.A not his f~vourite one; sh : 

had been :r·es::i.ding fo .r the last t wo yeE:..rs at Ava., ar;. G. lJ. a d no'N mo s· 

unexpectedly (a.nd to her husband
1

s ereat discomfort) ta.ken it in· 

t o he r head to pay him a visit. He, poor lllin, on the news being 

brough t him o:f lle r arrivr11, went to bed sick and. no persuaEions 

coul d inG.uce hirr.~ to rise. 

r.~o nd.r"'y 22J1ci. \~~ent on shore this .eve~ung to sketch. The in

stant I R.J?peared at the Pagoda, the priests cmr.e ±'locking al)out 

me and wa.n ted to see my d.ravringB. I shewed them <"- :nut. terfly I 

h appr::ned to hn.vP. with me , whP.n thP.y really uttered. screa.rns oi 

1 hea1·d P~ rn.nst . intere~tin.:; account thiR riRy of the 

m"'u1nP.r of thAir hunting the Deer. It appen.rs Uu~y eo at ni e;h t t 

the 1n1.sh, one per Bon then pln.ceR on htB head a B<=t.Rnn fille(~ wi tl1 

con>hus t5.1!les ancl as he advancer-3 he noves h).s head frnrn s).d.r. w 

side to givr. the ligh t a wnving or flickerine appearance. Bear 

all the party c?.rry .sticks to which small bells are suspended, 

The Deer ., bein.s passionately fond of liusic. are attracted by thE 

sound of the tinkling of the bells an d. advance towards the ligh· 

'Ihe man who carries the light, having 1 t on his head, is not se~ 

by tl1.em, and the sportsmen who a.re near a. t hand know wha. t anima: 
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approaches by its eyes; if it is a tiger the danger is great, but 

an1mR.J.. 

t h i n country a:re R great size , Euffici ently large t r. k:i.ll a 

:Buffalo. 

·.::en t an excursion up the river ancl much Gnj oyed the tri p A The 

river has a YP. ry great sameness , nothing but Eush- on either side. 

I ·was r~uch pleased v.•i th seeing the :Lonkeys playing about; the:r·e 

were nuJnbers of them. Went on shore at Konundim and. walked abou·t 

the village; went into t h e Chief 1'~ants house and s aw h is wife. 

'l'llc house, being entirely formed of Earrft)OOs , appeared to me of sc 

fragile a nature that 1 was afraid lest each step I took should 

cause it to fall about me . The Chief's Wife gave me a i.iat to 

sit upiH-! 1 which I made si.gnn ·was not my fasrlion of nitting; upon 

which R Bli18.ll box .:wan brought rne aB a seat. We th.en sat and looJ 

ed R t eRe~- , o tJ1. er c:..nd laughed... 1 had. S')orne Be tel Hu. t pre f>en ted to 

mr=: . whic!'t I WR.S o11J.iged to liecJ.ine and. took rrzy leave. 

J,~y de?..r Husband not very well. The Na ti vee are all very buf;y 

taking off the tha. tch of their houses. and laying nn '~ t~. being 

oblig r~d to do so, lest the thatch getting dry in the surrunP.r they 
. 

might catch fire. The mornings a.nd evenings are delightfully 

cool, the heat in the middle of the day intense. I have observe 
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that in all the boa. ts I have seen they have a live Cock tied by 

the leg in t.."'rle centre of the boat. Q.uery. Why this custom? 

Decbr 2nd. This morning early the woongyi and hiB Wif~ paf; sec 

on thP.i r road to the great Pagoda, m.ua.erously P~ t tended • 'l'hey rot 

in an English Buggy which had P. singular appea..rance P..mong the 

splendid pre, cession. YeRterday t h e Woondouk' s or Judge's 6.aneht' 

(who iB one of t."te King o f Avn,'s WiveR) CR.i!lP. dovm to pay her Fa

ther a visit. She had a hn.ndsom.e procession and was beautifully 

dressed. Her dress was splendidly worked with gold; she had 

rnass~r gold bracelets and. ornaments. Her hair was twisted on one 

side of her head just above the ear and through her ear, where 

there should have been a Ear~ring. She had a large bunch of real 

flowers to finish. or rather to mar , her appearance. She had· a 

Segar in her mouth. 

Went this day_ to finish some sketches at the Pagoda; ~ frier. 

the Priests as UEUal came out of their houses to meet :roe . One c 

them appeared very anxious for us to go into his house, making t 

W1derstand by signs. I did not likP. to go at first being ratheJ 

f~arful, but my husband and J.Uss Roberts being with me, we all 

consented to enter. The house b~ing as usual entirely built of 

Bamboo ahook very much at each Rtep we took. I noticed it was 

erected (as by the by the generality of Burmese houses are~ in , 

green stagnant pool--the birth-place I should imagine of some 

thousand Mosquitoes, and that the bamboos which ~ormed the floo : 

were placed at some distance from each other for the purpose of 
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spitting through. As soon as we had entered they placed M~ts fo : 

us and immediately brought me two pictures which they wanted me 

to copy; they were both different representations of Ga.ud.ma.. 

They much resembled rough Chinese Drawings with no attention to 

perspective. He then -showed. us several figures of Gaudma and 

different images which were set out on a kind of sideboard or 

altar. There was one figure which shook its head, at which he 

evidently expected u s to laugh a. great deal. The priest did all 

he caul d to be polite and a•·-a.uF;e us. On our return home and men

tioning to C~pt. Rawlinson ancl nr.Judson the visit we had p ;:d.d 

they were much surprised and said it was the firflt inRtance t.hey 

had ever known of the Priests suffering Ladies to enter their 

houses, as it is expressly contrary to their religion. 

Decbr 3rd. Dr.Judson dined with us. Am more pleased with 

this gentleman every time I see him. Asked him among numerous 

o t..l-ler questions what figure the BurmEse meant to represent by tb 

colossal image at the entrance of the Pagoda. He told me it wae 

meant for a Lion, being the ancient idea of one. A short time 

before the En~_ish attacked Rangoon, the King of Ava had a very 

fine Lion ruade him a present, but he wae much dissatisfied at 11 

not being like his representations of that animal. Soon after 1 

British entered the Burmese dominions, the news spread that the 

Lion was the English Emblem, and the impression became general 

that whenever the Lion roared (which the King of Ava poaReftsed) 

it brought success to the British troops. This at lP.ngth creat~ 



-

71:.. 

great dismay and ultimately the Burmese could no longer bear the 

sight of the animal. When they were hard pressed by the ~nglis11, 

they sent their pri~oners and the Lion into the interio~ for safe 

ty. On ti1eir arrival the Burmeee reaol ved to starve the Lion to 

death hoping it would have an effect on the: fate oi' the War. The 

poox· animal died. a mserable deati1, his crieE were truly dr~&dfw 

His whiskers and teeth were converted into charmE and Dr.Judson, 

Who was confined in the next room, was but too happy to have hiE 

cell after the body was removed. I showed rdm i.he sketch I had. 

taken of the standing figure with the two Gaudroas • He to1d me 

had met r.ith an account of it in one of the oldest Burroeae KRr1u-

scripts. The standing figure with his finger pointed down was 

meant to repreeen·t the first God in the world and t.."~Lat his nR.me 
........ ......... . _,. 

was Dee Piu ge ah, and that he hacl foreto1d the divinity of Gaud 

ma 26 Boodh b~fore it happened. The story related is as follows 

Gaudma 1 t appears Wa.s a very pious MM and had acquired Sl'.ch vex 

great sanctity that he could fly. He one day resolved to try hi 
. 

powers and rose from the earth. lie flew a great dietance and a1 1 

length perceived under his feet a very large city, the inhabitru 

of which appeared busily employed. He descended upon the ear~ 

and asked them what they were doing? and was informed they were 

' ' ....... repairing the road for that Dee Piu ge ah, their great God, was 

going to pass that way. Not wil!hing to be behind hand in good 

works, Gaud.ma. earnesUy requested to have a. portion or the roa.d 

a.eaigned to him. ~e worked TP.ry hard but t5till had not f'iniah 
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his t<:u:;k when he hP-ard the Goa adva.ncin.z. He wa.~; t~rribly per-

plexed as to ~hnt he should do, not havine completed hiE part, 

but at last resolved to throw himself on hi~ face in the unfini~ 
......... ' ....., 

ed part and let the God pasn over him. When Dee Pi u ge a:l1 saw 

him laying in the road, he tltopped. end asked ".;h o it was a..'rld, on 

being informed, he, in the position in l'lhich he is represented 

"F.ith his finger pointing to Gaudma, foretold that in a future d~ 

he would succe ed him and be ~orshipped as a Deity, and then wi~ 

his procession he went round him and continued h~E route. Gauru 

returned to his 1rilderness and. in process of tim€ was Deified. 

Decbr 3rd. Ro ae a. t four o'clock and nccompanied by lli. fH1 R. 

a.nd Capt. Rawlinson went to the great Dagon PagodP.. situated abC\ 

three miles from t.'tle town. and from thence to the Tank where th 

Raj Rh haF3 a Country house. He was so polite as to lend it to l.i 

for the dP.y, and had hR.d it prepared with Y.:a.tA etc. etc. for en 

reception. How different our excursions · in this country ara 

those we have in ~eRr England. Here we were obliged to go in 

Palanquins and Ton Johns with such ~ poese of servants. I sho1 

t.ltink we had at least thirty in atendance. So much ,ceremony 

takee away that delightful freedo~ we have at home. Oh, how I 

longed for a bound over the grass! 

The Great Pagoda is situated, the aame as the other Pagoda 

(Tsooliah) in the centre of a space surrounded by nwnerous otb 

Pagodas. At the entrance to it, and at aome distance before ' 

approach 1 t, there are numberleas :tigurea o! Gaudma.s, Jlonstert 
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anri t!P1all Temples, eome hundrede 1 Ahoulci imagine. The firf>t 

sketch I took llffi.S one of the great Bell, which i f'3 of irn.ruenRe size 

a.nn weight; it has an inscription roW1d it, and report sR.yR it 

has sr•l?.ll wedgef> of gold in it. It is much out Clf shape or per

haps was ill forrnen in the firf>t instn.nce. I picked up one Clf 

the Deers t horns and struck it and was rr.uch pleased with it£-: full 

tone. 1ne religious strike it for the purpose of letting Gau~~ 

kno·,v they are COLling to pray to him. This ia the ~elebra ted Bell 

which caused so r::.uch discussion at the taking of Rangoon. The 

Eur~ese now say it would not leave the Country. It appears that 

the Bri ti s..i-1 did in tend to take it away, and had taken it as far 

as the beach where it got fast in the I:.ud from which I.!.ud they had 

not sufficient power to move it or, perhaps, did not much care 

~bout having it ar~d so left it behind. The Burmese were muCh re

joiced P.t havins it but pretended the Eell 1f0uld not leave the 

Country and the next day sent eome of their women 1fi th a rope to 

remove it, that they might say "thR. t what the Rngli fili with R.l.l 

th.eir strength could not do the Female Bunuese had a.ccoroplitJhed~ 

They were uJ. timately oblie;ed to send men who Rucceeded in restor· 

ing to its old place. 

After zketehins for about three hours, we proceeded to the 

Tank where the Rajah' e boat was waiting for us: we i'ound 1 t Telj 

awkward being obliged to sit upon the ground. We soon arr1Yed a1 

the house where (thanks to the kind care of Capt. B.) we found a 

delicious breakf'al!lt awa.i Ung ue and to my great joy my dear 
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:-:usbanc.l. joined us soon afterwards. I was so fatigued I was 

o"L:.ig Ed to lay down a.fte:r breakfast. })).ned at three o'clock. At 

t past four re-emb&.rked and returned to the ereew t Paeoda where we 

etaid. for snro ~ time and. then returned horne q t41 te fatigued with r:ry 

Sundr-.y Dec b r 6 u-... Am. ashamer"l to P. <'ty tho. t t h i f. dr-,.y I waR so 

for tuna te as to t=;ee a J~ u.r.i. lJ.P.SP. Play. Our next dGor h eigl·.bo u.r h...l.d 

a large Party. Early in the evening his house was hung ·wi t.h 

L::..r:Lps an:i we could see he had handsome Lats spread in the galler.)' 

ln t h e ruidclle of the street was placed a large bough of a tree 

an5 three pieces of trunk of a tree were placed about it; they 

something resembled tripods; on the top of these they had large 

fires which gave light to the surro~~ding scene. These fires ap· 

pe2.red to be made oi some kind of earth which they occasionally 

threw in and the Petrolelllli or earth Oil. Boys were kept con-

sta.nu:..,- employed stirring and feeding the flames, which gave a 

rrw s t l ,:r·i:'. lian t light. 1.1a.ts were e ;:;read round the bouzh which 
. 

forroP.d the st?..ge, and on ·which no peraon waB EUffered to come. 

Two Men with white wands walkP.rt up ann rlown and kept order, keep · 

ins the crowd c!:f and not being at all delicate in eivine eood 

blows to R.ny person that might inadvertently enter the circle. 

'the company aaw the spectacle !rom the house, but there was an 

immense crowd in the street, as even passers-by joined the 

groups at last ~or a ehort time, but I must aay they were all we: 

behaTed and quiet. At one end the Kueicians were placed; they h • 
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a p:ree.t number of Instruments all of which, 1 reeret to say, 1 a.r.;: 

unacqu?..inted with. There was a circular woodP-n railine inF.ide of 

v.·hich was placed a circle of small drumF. of va.riour- sizes, v:hich 

appeared extremely troublesome to tune. They had also a kind of 

Violin upon which the~r gave ~ etouff~s whr:n t.lLP. performers wex 

sinsing. ThF.y had. F..l so P~no ther in A tru.'11e n t TThi ch in so 1m ..:-\ :;o~F.-

tting reaeml;les our Eusical gl?.AAes, besides sever.:U. v.rino JnF.tru

ments. When they were F.ll playine t.."~-H~ surro~mdinz IH~rs0n~=; kept 

time by claJ')pine their hands. They are excP.lJ.ent tirli sts a.nct. ap

pearect. to have f~ tolerable idea of Jfusi c, c>..l though but 1 i ttle Ta-

riation in ~~eir roelo~. The entertainment commP.nced with an 

Overture much in the atyle of some we are favoured with at home. 

First a burst of Uusic as loud as possible, almost deafening. 11 

then gradually softened into slow. melancholy soft u usic at whicr 

time the eons etouffes of the Violin and the Bells were occasion

al.ly heard ( thi e was extremely pleasing.). 'I'he measure then be

c~me accelerated, more hurried. and at length extremely rapid; 

then came the crasn and Noise--and so ended the Overture. ~e 

chief Female dancer now ~ppeared. She was dressed Burmese fas

hion, had on a handsome scPslet and yellow silk, a scarf anrl 

clear muslin jackP.t. Her DreaR waR at least half a yard too lo~ 

trailing on the ground. but this I was told was the Cnurt fatiliio: 

She had a profusion of white nowers in her dark hair11 and m&ft!IJY 

gol cl anklets, bracfl!letft, necklace and ~ar-rings. RhP. looked X'f!

ma.rkably fair in the face, and I was informed tha. t t.he Ru.rmtuut 

Ladies are very a.rudous to be white. and· put a kind or Paste on 
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their faces which they suffer to dry and then rub off, wl'l..ich an~ 

S?!'ers two purposes, cooling the skin and gives a degreee of whitE 

nesc to the complexion. A box of f1owers ~as placed before herl 

out of which s...'l.e selected two tmlall green boughs, one of wl1ich sl 

rlL.d. in either hand. and she then began to favour us with the DeviJ 

Dsnce. Sh2 ~~s first possessed witi1 the Burroese or Jungle DeviJ 

W:.ich was a very slow dance scarcely moving from one s pot. Tite 

d~nce consisted of a series of bending the Ankles, b1ees, wristP. 

and elbows, with occasional bendin.gs of the body and waving of t! 

br~ndl.es. To European eyes it was a painful, laborious exertion. 

She then went on her knees as if at prayer and we were told the 

devil hari 1 eft her. She was then posse a sed with the 1'RJ.lien De

vil; this dance was much roo re animated than tile last, and remi n i 

ed one of the dances of the., Banhartee. She was accompanied hy 

Uusic, and tile time kept as usual by clapping of hands. After aJ 

had retired the Play commenced. They had ~usic occasionally du

ring the performance: for instance, when on a voyage; or when tht 

Kir~ c~e in; and when they were singing. I must here observe 

that all I know of the Play is through t."l.e medium of an interpre 

er. Tne Pl~ commenced by six ~en (dressed in different cos

tumes) coming on the Jlats. they had a long conversation and a.t 

l.ength agreed to pay the King of the neighbouring Country &. visi 

which they did; accompanied by a beaut11'ul Lady (the Prima Donn 

and her fine attendan·t.s. They represented the jo11rney by follow 

ing "a.ch Cl ther aeTeral timer; round the circle formed by the bran 

in the eentre in a kind o! shambling pace. A common Enslitsh cha 
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wc:.s pla.cP.d fol' t!tP- :King • who enterect with BOmP.thine likP. a ))C'W 

in jli'": hand n.8 an emlller:l of hiP- authority. He was h.andP,nmely 

dressed in Green Velvet. Tne Visitors squatted down on the 

ground as a tnark of respect and a long conversation ensued in 

which the ?:ing enquired into the state of their country, if thes 

h::d an:: ro·tJtcrs in it, etc.. and wld the:1 he 'I"'as very flo uri. shi 

in his affairs. After replying to t.hese questions, they told }1..1 

ths. t they hatl a very beautiful Lady 'Xi th the~l and upon his ex

presEin0 a wish to see her. she cane in, fell on her knees and. 

bor:~d three times before hi!I!. He asked her to sing. The Orchee 

tra gave a flourish and she began a kin:l of recitative in a J.i ti 

t.'tlin screaming voice, executing many cadences. When she had fi

nished the King said she was the most beautiful . creature he had 

ever seen and, in o1·der to immortalize her beauty, a Pagod.R mus· 

b-= built which should cost exactly her weight in gold. '!he Kil'lJ 

now withdrew H.nd the ~en set off on a journey to fetch the gold 

They snnn return 1\'i th it tied in n handkerchief and borne by tw1 

men on a stick; a long stick is then brought in, on one end of 

w!'lich they hang the gold and, placing the other end on the Lady 

head, they pronounce them of equal Yeight. Some of the men the 

draw their swords and run up and down waving them to and tro_, 

whilst others sweep the gr·ound with branches, this indicates th 

are cutting down the trees a.nd clearing the Jungle tor the erec 

tion cf tile P!loo-oda.. 1'hey a!terward8 proceed to build it by 
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formins a large circle r :) Wld ttJE=; 'hrc:mc)t nnd throwinz tit~ zol <'i in 

'L'i1e handkerchief from one to ann ti te r . Thi E i ~ roe RJl t to l"P.flT'~ se: , t 

th~ pA.f)~ing of the brick5,. At firf;t they thror; j_t lol\, sracln r.lly 

ascend, untiJ. t!·1e:r t.i-tror. it R5 hl.gh ns they CP~n anc". trum th~ PagC'l· 

dr:. i!': finiAhcd. Thi~ 'buildinz the PPv~odr:. CRH~ r-: n .:;re ;c: t H.l'lUf!eJr~ent 

aF they occasionally hit each other and knocked off each other' f. 

turbc-ms, '\'!llich raised penls of laughter fro m eve:rynody. .C:... l ~o del 

of B. Pagoda iE brought in an6 placed tith much ceren:ony on t he 

stage. The l.~ en then went in procession t c: it, and afterwc:-rde the 

berrutiful Lady s ose accompanied by her !.'.aids ben.ring offerinsa~ 

she herself ca.rryi~c; a lighted taper. ',','hen she arrives in front 

of the Pagoda she falls on her knees, sings, and places the taper 

on the top of the Pagoda and then sits down on the Chai.r placed 

for her. 1 t happens, when Rhe advances to the Pagoda, that a 

Prince (at tended by two Se:rvantF;) r;ees her.. They are all perfect· 

ly R8toniahed A.t her ereat 'heau~Jy Mii R.ll three faJ.J. in }()VA wit.l-t 

her. The two attendantf; ar·e the fooln r.no lllRl:e ru.l manner of 

:face~ A.ncl eriroacen. After the La.ct.y ir, BP.Rted, ht~r. ':ai den~ advanC4 

towardR the Pc:>..godt=t with the offeringo, durinz which ti.Ple there wat 

a great dea.l of play which Rppeared to eive the Bun'llese I.lUCh n.t1US4 

ment. One of the }~d~ took some of the Sweetmeats and offered 

to one of the fools, and when he opened hi~ mouth to receive it, 

she popped 1 t into the .ll.outt• of the other fool. A great deal or 
this went on until the beautiful Lady aaid she 1'as quite tired of 

it. To amuse her, two men came on and paRsing a ecarf round 
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t..i1eir necks formed a swing in to which she got as if she were a 

fractiour; child, a.nc.i they gentl~; !'ming her for norm tir::.e; her 

Glave s 1:.hen askP.d her if she liked. ~ t, \;hen $ihe said Yes! n..nd ge 1 

tins out or the s..,·,·ing reaea.ted L.erf'Oelf. After R shnrt tiru: she 

Son , wiu-. if> Rtruck v.;ith her bea.uty R.nd pullR n. fJ.owEr cff til.e 

:lis n.ttendu.ntf. also offer .llowers to h er :.~ai<is, but they rill no 

take them and .etrike the men. 

ters, dres3ed like a Turk. He talks a greut deal and boasts he 

c&..n cure all mann er of disea.ses, says he if> just come fran the 

Jungle whel:·e he has a wonderful tree wllich bears a fruit, on ope 

ing of i7hich you will :find an inanimate Ean, who wi'll be restore 

to lifB only by the Lady he is to rn.arry. Ro has another tree or. 

'Uhich grows a golden Lemon nrhich will instantly deprive of life 

anyone who attempts to pick it besid.es himsolf. The next scenE 

the Eing is supJlOSP.d to be seated on his throne when the firRt 

Prince P..1 ters ar1d demandB tne hand ni' ~..: -te beau tii'ul j~dy whor.1 ht 

r~d seen at the P~gcda. The King says JShe is too ycnmg to ma.r: 

being only l3 yen.rf.! o.f aee. and adviaes hir-1 to 

Prince will not consent w do and then the King t=my£ tu"le fR.ct i 

he does . not know where she iE. lJpon t.£'1.ia the Prince is in a 

·great rage and runa up and down looking everywhere !or her. and 

asking ~verybody if they haTe seen her. He beate his attendant 

a.nd appears in despair,. At length he finds her concealed among 
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her women ancl im·;ledia tely e~. skt:> her to h:s.ve him. She refupe A anu 

sings a J.ong song in which she tell£" hir:J that he hr.8 l; eh<=.ve c-~ ver; 

ill to J:1er f\.s nl ~"to' he pR.id her so much attention at the Page-d?. 

h~ ha!7 never been near her since and f:he will not have r.irJ c n 

mences a :reguJ.ar tragedy 1!Cene. She bursts in to tears; her 

1lai dens crowd around her to con~ole n.nd supy>ort h~r. She slowl: 

follo..,;e his train, singing a most lamentable ditty. 'I'he Princ1 

every instant turns back to look a, t her .. At length he touches 

her and takes the scr .. r.f off her shoulders and places S. t round h 

neck, upon which her enraged t'iaidens rueh fron behind her s.nd 

strike him; at which he only lall8hs. They a.t length .a.rri ve i 

his own Country •,'1-hP.n he endeavourn to tn.ke he:r hnnd. when AhP. 

strikes him herRelf, and turn A her bnck upon hfm. 'I'hey tlHm si 

a DuPt together, in which P.t fS.rP.t sh~ sn.ys ~h~ wiJ.l hnve him 1 

seven yearR, then in ~?evr.n rnonth~, Rnd at last in ,:;even dnys. 

'Ihey then eo of'f toeether. And M'Y!' enter" the other Prin~ ~he 

gave her the .no,-er on her return from. the Pni;Cda; he if> quitf 

de~~Jpair and <>rders hi B Elephant. that he may go F..nd [;P. t ~ome prt 

sent for .her t.hat will induce h~r to leave his rivc-..1. A Man cc 
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on the stage dressed to represent an Elephant, he has a bro~n 

cloth thrown over his back, he is on all fours with a handkerchi€f 

ov~r ::-1ir hes:.d and on~ t?."istea sus~end.ed from his l.t.ouin to give the 

a "J::;eara.nce of an -::,:lephant'E Proboscis. The l'rinc s :::ounts ni.:7~., anc 

t:-1e Attendant gete on s. horse t:-• follow hi:n, which :norse iF. nothir 

C.c:. Tne horse if: very re-Rtive an r'. pretendE to bP. frightened. at tl 

.Aud.iP.nc P.. _,.'\ftP.r ::'"~ inz ~P.VP.ral rn und s hr. di smcnm ts, ru1 d thP. Prine· 

contlnue~ hif: journP.y nn foot. At length he cor:nes tc t h e tree on 

w~: ic·h the sol den Lmnon erows. He iD".L:!.P. \iia tely endeavours to zet u 

the tree (which i 1:· the branch in the centre' where a co nee ale d 

Ls.nce penetr::-:.tes his body and. he fE..l.ls to the ground •;ri t..i1 1 t stri 

in.s in );in side. Fie attendants pi·ck him up and place r.im on a 

lLG.. t, YThere ( selon ~gle) he Ei t,; ~p, dresses his hair, and sings 

~on.g complainin.c; that he shall never again see the bea..u tiful La.dJ 

His attend:llts raise hii!l a.r.d he r,oes several rounds with tl1e Lane 

in hi r; l: o d;y n.nd f.i ngj.ng 1!! Here I was so unwell I r.as obliged 

le::ve the bRlcony and retire t0 re~t. We had been ~";i t.ting from ' 

o'clock t.o ·t past 12 snd t.'lt.e Rmu~ement waa not near over. we het 

their !~usic and Noi ae until d,-~ybrP.e..k. Th~y had a l:iRRque after· 

wardP> ~hich I regretted I did not see. Be~ore w~ lRft we eRT he: 

o~ DeP-r • ltorseR and 1Len rF..ngP-d in a row rea.cty to put on; they w 

doubtly lllP..de or a preparation o! Churuuu. 't'he Actorfl really per 
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formed very tolerably; they had no exuberance of action, nothing 

but what was quite natural, and their comic characters were ad-

cir ~!bly supported. The kindness and politeness of the Burmese 

was very evident; ~~is evening, before ~~ey com~enced, Capt. Raw· 

linson sent to them to beg them to moTe a little further that we 

m.igh t see them, which they i ra.rr1edia tely did. During one of the 

most interesting parts of the performance a kate of a Schooner, 

half intoxicated, came into the middle of the stase and stood wi 

his hat on and arms akimbo (all the Burmese were uncovered and 

seated), after a short time one of tile performers, either by ace 

dent or on purpose, ran against him ann tripped him up; he imme

diately arose anrl. resumen hi a offensive po Bi tion. They carriec 

a ch~iracroAR the Rtage anrl. placed it for the Kine to sit ln, 

which the ll.a.te i_m.mediately went and took poRsession of; thi_a p1. 

an end to the play. The Eurmese laughed bea.rLi..ly a.nd did not ofj 

to molest him, but Capt. Rawlinson, fearful of the consequences 

sent for his Captain to remove him, who went through the mi.dst , 

~llem and brought b.im off. An English ltob would not have put u 

with such conduct for an instant. The eingulari ty of the scene 

have witnessed this eTening ha~ forcibly impressed it on my 

memory. 

We heard a great deal respecting the sufferings of Mrs.Judso 

during the war she was so reduced aa to be obliged to wear a Bl: 

mese Drees and begged rroro door to door, !or subsistence for hE 

husband and the other priBonera. She used to be cRl.led by the 
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BurmeBe the 11 ttle bP.ggar wolll.M. When the Eurmese cRpi tul.a.ted 

Sir. A. Campbell dem?..nded the pri~oners; Dr. and Hrs.JudBon were 

among the number and were treated with the greatest kindness by 

Sir A. and hif:: I.ady. The Burmese could not at all understand 

the respect which the Ladies received from the English. Sir A.C 

gave a larg e Dinner Party to which several Woongees and the great 

men of Burmar1 were invited. ~~en dinner was anno~~ced, the 

General entered the dining-room leadine in a well-dressed Lady, 

whom the Burmese fancied t.."ley had seen before and at length recot 

niaed a.s l~rs • .Tudson. the little beggar woman. 

When the General first landed Manifestoes were published ca.ll· 

ing upon the Burmese to lay down their Arms and claim the protec· 

tion o:f the British. The per eon who wrote. being no · great Bu.r-

mese scholar, in~tead of sP.ying their goods and property should 

respected, used a wC\rd that implied they ~hou.J. r1 'he all confiflcat 

Dr.Jud~on has nne of theae in his pnsaession. 

We used to hear the Eu.rmeee daily practising their Arms and w 

understood they were ~~ins great preparations for war, purchasi 

warlike stores, etc. Indeed, during our short st~v, we saw a 

great change; they had taken down great part of the Stockade, s 

were commencing a new one which was to be double, the middle pal 

to be filled up with Uud. 

The Priesthood is mendi·cant; every morning we used to see tl 

Priests go round carrying jars and collecting the contributions 

of the beneYolent, which is all they have to aubsitst on. They 
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generally have boiled rice given tht=>.m; R.fter tlu~y ha.ve used wha 1 

they want the residue is given to the ])Oor. The priests are al· 

ways dres~ed in yellow, and whilst the boys are with them (for ti 

purpose of education) they are likewise dressed in yellow. Almot 

all the Burmese read and write. 

The most inferior officers under government never go out with· 

out having at least 6 or 8 men in attendance, carrying his Tea, 

Betel Nut, Water, l.~t, Chair, etc. Innumerable Paria..ll DOgs i: 

fest the streets, running out and barking at everybody. I used 

to be much amused at an English Spaniel we had with us• who used 

to set them at defiance. As soon as we went out, he rushed dow 

the Street and soon cleared it; he would then return to my side 

and walk sravely along, turning his head from one side to the 

other, a.n(i the instant he saw the nose of a Pariah D:lg peepine o 

to see if he han passed, he used tc fly with fury at the peeper, 

and seldom failP,d to make him roe his temerity. The Burme~te use 

to be delighted with and Rlroo st cheered him as he passed. 

Left Eaneoon Decbr 11th, were two days getting down the rj.vel 

llonday, struck on the ground. Tuesday, struck again owing to tl 

carelessness of the Pilot; were much alarmed this time, the sh: 

laid down so much, we were on the ground about an hour, when thl 

rising tide ~loated U8 Off. 

A great many vessels are to be ~ound in the river at all aea· 

sone; they bring Cocoa Nuta, lndia.n Clothe, European goods and 

take in return Teak timber which is their staple commod1 ty ror 
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the suppl~r of CP.J.cutta ancl they generally contrive' to F..mu.gp,l.e 

a.way quan t i ties of Gnld anr.. Silver (the exportRtion of it llP.).nz 

forbidrlen~. They have no cc1in: n.ll their trcuumc t ionR Rl'e C;P.r

ried on in fjR.rtet- or for bul.lic:n, T.'hich iF> cc;.s:;t in circl~lar 

piece s ~f v~riou~ si~es and of different degrees of purity. There 

are a fe-.: English V.:ercha.nts reEiding there whc; IUUBt ·be mcJcine i m

p-lense fortunes. They own to ave:r·a.ging to per cent profits, but I 

~~ould imagine ~~eir emoluments must far exceed tt.at averaze. I 

judge from one incident ~hat happened to myself. Capt. F. was · in 

a Warehouse wl'1.il st they were unpacking some goods· recen Uy e.r

rived. Ainons t..~em were some Cuffs which the lLerchant strongly re 

com~ended Capt. F. to buy for me. He took one pair and brought 

one for approval. They were long narrow slips of sufficient size 

to place at the bottom of sl~P.ves to fall over the hand, were 

made of co~~on English net tamboured; in fnct, wac a kind of 

t.~ing only worn hy the loweet clasBes in England and the price oj 

them might vary fro-Jll 1/- to l/6, but here, to :my a.r'la.Zement, they 

were rnodentJ.y priced at .£2:0:0. 
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(::>ec. 1330.) Calcutta. 

Had a beautiful view of the Bay of Bengc:J.; nrrlved in soundir. 

on WednesdRy 2?nct; be~t about for two days lookinz for L~~ ?ilot 

F oy; on thP. 25th found three of them at anchor at the lic;ht 'huoJ-· 

received n. Pilot on board~ ann haci the news confirmect of the 

deP. th of the King and the Hevolu.tion in France. 

~6th. S:pokP. the Prince as Charlotte, 1~cKec:.n. fror.. J.:l.verpool; 

received some Hewepapers 1ffhi(;h were particularly welcorue. 

27th. Still working up the river with the n~nd directly con-

trary, anchoring every tide. Land began to appea1· thi E day. ".'3 

husband much irritated by the Pilot who was a most consequential 

per·son and appeared to imagine he was the only gentleman on t:.'ar' 

28th. Arrived at Kedgeree; received a handsome present from 

Capt. JLcKean, consisting of some English potatoes, ham, Cakes, 

Fruit etc. 

29th. Were taken ir. tow by a Steam-boat for which 500 f\upees 

i ··~, to !:'~o. was g ven, . equB..~.. ~ The wind beine adverse it was suppose .. 
to have Raved ua four or five dayB. At Kedgeree purchaRed flame 

excellent il.ats, remarka11ly cllear>, and good. I was much stTuck 

with the dress or rather undreas of thP. NativeR; they are ~nvelc 

ed in Cotton, and in cold weather they put these Cloths &bout U 

in a peculiar way, covering every part save the eyes. 'They had 

most ahoetlike appearance. We round it extremely ~old going up 

the river and were obliged to wrap up in Flannels. Thermometer 

at 66. At Dialnond Harbour _received a letter :rrom. a lLr.Cluee, 
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inviting Uf. to dine and tiffin at his house; we regretteC.. we 

could n~t accept his invite. The country on each fiiri€ of th~ ri-

ver iP. flat but presents a beautiful appearance. 

Thursdc>,v 28th. Anchored off the town of CP..J.cutta; .,. ... ____ . 

n~?._gnj_fi cP-n t; th~ houses renJ.J.y pRl.ace s. T'ney are lc-~rgE': r-.Jln per-

fectly v.:hite, the v5.ew of G?,rden b~ach iF. reeJ.ly b~au.tlful. 

29th. "?:ndeav0u.red in vc:d.n to £;P-t J.0dgingf: hcwinz 1mf0rtunc-.tel. 

brouzht n0 letters of recorr.J>lendation; had n0 im:r"ecii.ate friends 

to a!)ply to • 

30th. Went on Shore, quite delighted at the prospect of resid 

ing once more on land. Went to a boarding-house until vre could 

procure a house. We were not at all comfortable in our- new si tua 

tion; the house being so crowded we were obliged to content our-

selves with one room between the tr..ree for bed and dining room. 

Went about the town ~or some time endeavouring to meet with a. 

suit<lble reEidence, went over a grec;.t many houses, but met with 

none that would s-u.i t. 

:'Jl~t. Fixed upon a hou~e for whj.ch we gave 100 rupeeR thr. 

JJonth; it wa.t3 newly painted and matted and in excellent order, 

conaisted of 5ix rooms, two galleries, cook and CIUt hC'luP.es, twCl 

Porter' F- J.odgP.A, a StR.'ble and Coach Rou.Ae wi t.h P. g0od F-ized yard. 

lfe found 1 t rather out o! the busy town, but not ao m.uc-..h RO as tc 

be of P~Y consequence. 

Jany • let, 1831. Very busy getting into our house and f'ormirij 

our eetabliBhment, in which I wae assisted by a kind ~riend. Wat 
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muc~ nurprised at the number of servants I was obliged to keep, 

even on the most econ0D.ical plan we could not do without the fol

lowing number: a Koussomer or Steward, Kidmagar or Table Servant 

Bu tle:.:·. Cook, D:l.IWan or Door-ke·::per, Ehees ty, 1La. tru.ne and Ayan, l: 

sides which 1 had cry o-,.,-n European Female Servant a.nd. Capt. F. t..iE 

privc::.te ~an Servant. Tr~o.ese were without t..lle Bervp_n tf: :i.n the 

Stables. The wage!'; of these NR.ti ve Sf:rvantro in t.~P. hou.pe amountE 

to a'hout GO rapeRs t..'iJ.e j .~onth awl t.!Ley i'ind the::ru~elvF.r:. "i':it..h Rll 

tld.e ERta.1>lisrunent, we flhould have l >een better F.erved at home 1;y 

two good Servc:ntt"'; they were f)O extrava,eR..n t and trour:l esc'lille RS 

annoy me considera"bly. I had always the feeline; 'th.R.t I waE chea 

ed on all aides. These servants never stay in the house at nigh 

and leave you in the middle of the day i'or their dinners. 

2nd. '"!las delighted this dc..y by seeing Dr.Achison, an old and 

most esteemed friend, added to which he was jus :~.. .fz·om London a.nc 

had seen all ~ Family the day he left. Dined at Mr.Sepping's; 

met a large Party n.nd received much kind attention. 

3rd. Luch anno7ed thiEJ day by my Servant Mary; she asked p1 

mission to go out and deliver some letters; she was absent abo1 

two hours and on her return to my great· surprise she told me sht 

had enz&ged another situation and would ~eave me in the morning 

RemonRtrated with her on her breach or engagement with me. 

4th. nu~ aJ.l the da.y calling upon the Revd llr. OVendon and 

llrs.Uercer, the per,onP. who had procured my aerYant the ai t\U\ti 

They were ro.uch astonished at her cnnduct a.nd expreaBed little 
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doubt but that "Urs.Matthews", the lady who had engaged her,woulc 

i~nediately upon the circumstances being stated refuse to have 

anything more to do with her. 

5th. Received a letter from llrs.Uercer saying that Urs.Uatthel 

would not give up Uary. Had lla.ry in and remonstrated with her 01 

her conduct. She cried and said if I would forgive her she woul< 

stay. This was agreed to. Uy husband. thought I had better cnl.l 

on !~rs.l:a t thews and explain circu..rnstances. Went with him and war 

perfActly astonished at the reception I mE'!t with. I found l'.rR.:· .. 

a Ladylike woman but roost unjustly firm in not gtving up Ha.ry. 

Said I was going to stay ~nd had plenty of time to procure an~tht 

that she had three children R.nd I had none; that as to JnCiney .shl 

would outbid lllP. and dared mP. to retain her. I pleaded her enea.g1 

ment to mP., my recent arrival in the country and the hardship of 

losing ~ servant at 12 hours' notice. Left ! ~ rr-;.M. with verv .. 
uncomfortable feelings. On my return found that JLary had run 

away. taking her things. Was quite unwell with the worry I had 

experienced. 

6th. l.!.atthew e.alled upon llr. Matthews respecting l~a..ry and me 

with a great deal of abuse; was told he was no gentleman. · I was 

80 much agitated by thie event that my husband persuaded me to 

write a polite note to Mrs.u:. and drop the matter al.together. 

?th. Went to ~1e Cathedral, wae much plea•ed with 1 t. 1he 

building is light and elegant, f\lld the eervice well per!onned. 

Had but an 1nd1f'feren t eermon. 
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the Bi-ol e Society. ; ··a tthew was unexpec: tecily reque Ate d to n:;ove 

one of th.e r esolutions and had to make <"~ f.op e ech. It was the fir s 

public e:p e .__" cll I eYer· heard. hiili make , c.nd. I felt in gre at trepida.-

tion aE to hov:c he V"!O '.llc. ac q~d t himself. Waf:::. nLUch grs.. tified and. 

plea~ed. e.£:" to my j udgmen L : he E.poke very well • 

.. l ' 1 j_.._ 1:,_1 . 

of t h e h aljall!::. The house is goo d and. the pleasure gr·s:) unds exten-

sive, but ·l<.".:..id. ou t with grea.t stiffness in the Dut.c1: style and !'1a 

the a:n ove nmriber of 'I'anlcs in it, in rvhich they kept fisl:l . In one 

of t h ese tanks they wf:re eo tarn.e a ~ to cone , y:rhen ceJ.1ec' , to the 

surface of the water . 

where we sa~/ a fine coll e ction of Anin1.::U.. s; they were cornp A.rR ti ve 

l y few i n n umher hut in exc:elJ.ent ordBr and C()ndl tion . The r e was 

a v e Ty f i n P. :Rhinocer<iS , and Rn ontr i ch which hact. killed f', l"L."''J1 the 

pre ce d i ng year ; also a J'.~agpiP. e X-8-Ctly like my poor pet c: 4To n es tr . 

'I'uesday 1 8th . Ou r f riend , Jtr. Ache son, left u s f or J..onct.on . 

1'hursda~r 2 : th . Cal l ed on Capt. and L:rs . Levri s of the J~uffs at 

the Earracks . They are old fri e nds cf rny r ueband r s . Have been s 

mu ch e ngaged I hav e foun d it i mpo s sible to keep a r e gular journal 

l!ionda.y 31 s t. Went to a fancy dress b al l at Go ver nment house, 

by Sir Ch a r l es 1[etca.lfe. The house i s l a rge, a nd also the a par t-

mente , but there was not ne r~ fto mu ch sty le as I expected. some 

of t !l.e ch aracters were adnirc.bly dresse d . Suppe d a t two . 

1 waa par ticul a rly fit ruck with the app e a r a.nc e of the Adj u tante 



which are in greF..t num11ers R·hout the Stre RtR. Sir CharleA Metcalf 

waF. FlO kind P..F> to give; ray huF?banrt J:>P.rrni Asion to CR. tch a p<:d r to 

take home. Om~ strayP.d. into the next CornpoW1,' .. to ours, anc1 I aen 

two European boys to try and catch it. The huge creR. tu:r·e, on fin 

ing it was pursued, turnE::d an(~ . opening its large beak and spread 

ing ite r.in~s, prepared for an attack, but ~~e foremo~t boy, no

U1inG daw1ted, immediately r~n in on the bird, and grasping its 

lons v ·,in neck in his arms, and hc..lding h:ts head in its breast, 

succeeded _in retaining it until the other boy came up--m1ich was 

feat ol no small undertaking. We were never so fortunate as to 1: 

able to procure another. This extraordinary bird is about the 

height of a man and from one extrer::.d ty of the wing to the other 

measures from ten to fifteen feet, its legs are two ~~irds of itt 

height and are long and slender like tho ae of a stork, 1 tA hodj; 

small. covered on the back and "ings '!Yi th dark brown feathers, tl 

breast _imperfectly covered with whi tR., the neck and head barf! o: 

feat~ere, exposing a flkin of a diagusting pale rf!d colour ~. th a 

few hairs t.~inly a·cattered on 1 ts forehead; the n~ck is l"ne a.n1 

thin a~d generally in a curved position; its whole appearance re · 

eembline a Crane. I te habits are of the most voracious kind, de 

yourine everything it meets with in the shape of animal matter. 

I have seen it swallow immense bones of euch a size vou could . 
scarcely imagine they could pass down its throat. They haTe t 

good fortune to be pro tee ted by the Government and roam where t.h 

like as they are considered the Scavangera of the City of Palace 
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ind.e ::: ci anvone v::-~ Q ruc1este the :::t ic lia'ble to f"ine~ &nd i rr::9risc.n-.. 
n:ent. 'l'hey g ener~:.ll:.' I':)OS1: on tl"'.e highest pnir:t the:,T c c:;n c..t tc..in, 

'hig'he s t cla.s£:.) on religious F.l~"b jectB. He wa.F. a very clever intel 

E.if? prejudicez a!Jpeared to have been very much 

weakened b;y h i 2 intercourse ~i th Europeans but it had rendered 

his min d .a sad chaos en the subject a.'1d I used to lieten to him 

w1 t."l a painful interest. On some pointE he was bigot ted to ex-

ces£, on others more reasonable and you could pe rceive occasional 

ly, v;hilst warmest with :Ue subject, that he was half bewilc1ered; 

his judgment bei1~ at v a riance rl th the prejudices of tJ.is youth. 

He told us t'11ere was a tradition extant a.roong the Hindoos that s.i 

somP. future pP.rio d they wnu1 cl bf: all -conv~rt~cl to Chrl F. tian5. ty, 

but that it · vmuld not be under the Bway o:f the Ruropeane. I a.Rk~ 

him if the P,yt?tero of P.ducR.tion rnU"gued with the natiyP. youths ha.t 

had much b?.nP.fi ciRJ. effect; he Raid aroonz tho Bfl whom hP. knew 1 t 

.certainly had produced much good but regretted the e:ffect it had. 

had on the minds or many ar the boys, who no longer paid that 

respect to the dif'ference of Caete, and that some of them even 
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laughed at him for his veneration of his gods, and called him su

perstitious. From motives of curiol5ity he took us one evening tc 

& ter-ipJ..e at the outskirtH of the to....,-n, to eee the God he worship· 

ped, and which he said was the most splendid. in Bengal, and I COl 

:fest 1 ~s never r-1ore C.itmppcinted. Tne en trance to the 'Ienple 

wc..E uovrn. c. na.rroF dirty L&ne, with Beggarf> and 11 ttl2 God£ on 

ei t:her r:i f..~, a.".:. the en trance of the Temple he wanted UB to t.Rke 

o:ff,our ;,;·;oeR, r;nt thif5 we refused. tn d.o, l;ut consentP.d to t;3.ve 

some rnonP.J~ t:~ the hieh FrieFJt. WP. firr,t entered c>. li.all fntpporte 

'ty Pilll'l.rs;, Rt onP. end of Tinich a ditch separat.ecl UFJ fror.1 A.nrd .. he 

Eal1 ~ v.·here the devotees were asseiT.lt;J.ed E'~nd wJ-J.ch -,..a~"> r.onsj.dered 

as f5a.cred aB they would on no account suffer Uf> to enter w1 thout 

taking off our shoes. 'I'his on account of the damp I was fearful 

of doing, but E.r.Friend did and went quite near the monstrous fi 

gure.. We had however an excellent view where we stood. In wha1 

words can I speak or describe thie god so horrid to the sight; J 

looked at 1.t with amazement, and t'elt bewildered with astonish

ment that any person could worship such a production. It was a 

bust figure of C;oloi!Ssal dimension, with hideous features; the 

eyes were c.. brig'h t scarlet, cheeks &.nd forehead black, the nose 

piece of gold e:xtendin,s from the forehead over t.he mouth. ScR.r: 

turban and clrapery. The place was lighted up with mnall lamps : 

each person gRve their offP.ringPJ. WreathR or Y.ta.rygolde were t~u 

pended about, and di"tributed arnnng the crowd, and the deYotees 

kept uttP.rine loud crieR and roakine proBtrations, whilRt the 
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Priest oiled the head a.nd adorned the god. The filth and dii·t of 

L~e place is beyond description, and accompanied by the most of

feusive sn:.ells. I \ElE· truly glad to get away. 

~e ~ent one day to see the Natives carr! their Gods in proces

Eion, a.nd drove up and down the chi&f stre e ts; the cr-owd waE- c0 

dense, tha.t ¥:e v;erF. so;uetirr~es detn.ined. hf-.J.f an hour <-.t one F.pot. 

I never BS.'.v sud• r- n-.c.<".r·o:Lp, n.~HeP:blage and. couJ.o not 11u.t wnnder. 

bo.,.- such an ·inr.1ense populace WR.R kept in subjection; it waR an 

intereBtins sight. They were ao gaily drenAed, an:.. ~uch joy p:re· 

-sen ted ).n their cnlUltenance=:.. rie underAtood they were cele1)rP.tt1 

the AX9irn. tion of t . .ru~ rainy Beasnn Rnn the CCIJ1ll11er.cenen t of F1priJ'l.i 

The figures we-re of all si7.e Rnd were generally reprenented in 

the attitude in which we draw l<:.ercury, on tiptoe. They were mad4 

of Straw covered with Chuna.m anu painted. They were dresBed in 

t.'1e rno E t gaudy manner. with Fe a there and gold and carried on kin, 

of Cars far above the heads of the people. They ~ere paraded up 

and do~n the chief Streets and then taken to the river side, 

place~ in bCiats. ~nd carriec to the centre of the eacred stream, 

~ere they were stripped of their :finery and tt..rown overboard. 

Theee were the gCids :for the last ye&.r as every year they have 

fresh fieures made, and who, in turn, 81are the saffie ~ate. 

VIe beca.l!l~ acquainted during our stay with the :h~vd l~ .Hill, a 

Independf\.nt Min,.e tar, R.nd each day increased our R.dmira tinn nf 

him. He poase~sed talentA of the tirftt ordP.r and co~eB neRrftr.m 

idea of per!ectinn than any Preacher I ~ver heard. These ~ere 
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not on1y rny own sentiments but those of !.:~.Friend. He WR.f; deeply 

read, and some of his Ser~ons were the best orationB J ever he~rd 

Be '"''at tn t ~.:.lly fre8 fro:n t:";a t -.r;llirl or rant sv often llie t with in 

Dis~entere; he was ~ild, yet eners2tic: hi~ action elegant; hi~ 

a. :.-~;esranc e c; en tlen::.s.nly. You i'el t 2..11xiou s for hi;:)! to corwue nc:e , in 

terestet in E E C~ eentencc an ~ , ~icn h e finished, reGrette d it waP 

over·. 1 kno·;: for ;:y s r:J.f ·v~~~ t ! did. not lr1 se th€ i rr.p J.:·essiom: the: 

his Serr~onr: read~ on my rr;ind fo r so1::.c tinG n.ft<Or; 1 was at leaEt 

a bet "L21· cre2. turt: while t.l-ley lar> ted. 

and. elegant building, rJ1cl. th~ flervice wF.ll pe:rf<Hllie,J., but tht:: 

PreRcher w~R Y~st indifferent. 

','!P. '.;en t with llr. And tArn. Sepr>ing u, AP.P. the :Bo tRni cA..l Garden, 

wi1ic.h lE SOIDP. dis=;tn.ncP. down the :R;i.ver. We \'!P.nt ny wr..ter n.nct hP.d 

a J110Rt deligh t ful P.xcurninn. The weRther very rrJ.J.d. The gEU'den· 

are in excellent order, and are very extensive. We an.w the cele· 

brc.ted :Banana tree which is such an i m.nense size, and the nuruero· 

collee:tions of Plants.. Any person upon a.pplicu.tion may have a b 

of seeds free of expenBf' . The head :E.otanist P.nd Supe:r·intendent. 

Dr.~ollich, ~n r.. in it rL&land. The River is truly beautiful; on 

either side c:r· its bankr: aE you approach the town, most delight! 

Villas are seen. Garden heach is trl.i.ly beautiful and the first 

viei'i of t.hP. City iF.. grand, tmd strikes you wi t.h admiration, givi 

you splendid ideaF. of ita wealth ~~d luxury, but this impra~Rior 

soon worP. Clff wit.'l1 me and I mu~t ac:imit I did anything but a.d.mirt 

thi f:i City of Palaces. The houReA are cel ·te.inly very fiflf~--you 
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corne tired of the fHi.meneAr.. anrl beAidee, among f\Ome of tb.e I >'lnflt 

splendid Houses you find some of the most wretched Ho.tive HlltB. 

The state likewise in which the Coolies are suffered t0 go a:nou1 

the Strer; tr i r- 1 it tle credit to a ci Yilized city, being a.z nea:rl 

naked as posrible. I met l':ith s0me kind friends at Calcutta o:f 

whose llospi tali ty and lj.berali ty of sentiment I c:cmnot too highl 

spe~. but I must confess in cwndour that I wa£ not pleaBed on 

the whole with the Calcutta society--e.uch a \l.er.lor-e~lizing tone 

generally perv~ding it. ScR.ndal was more prevalant thc;::r; I ever 

met l: P.f'ore, and among the Gentlemen, such a tone of levity pre

vailed resJ:lectins the J_.adies that wa "' truly painful to r~ feel

inga. l was con~?idererl aF; a ne!'fcoroer and heard TG.uch frorn ever. 

!!ide. The Gentlemen a:ppeared t0 think that RJ.l unmarried girls 

han no other thought or occ:upatiori than of rlrRwing them int..('l Ha

trimnny, that all Spinsters w~re endeavourine; to take thern ln, 

and that their only safety was in avoiding them as much as poe~ 

and devoting all their a.t.+.entions to the Married LadieE>. This 

of course ·orought on a most unnatural state of things--a fine e 

gant girl almost unnoticed, a Married woman surrounded by Atten 

dante. The evil consequences of this may be easily ~oreaeen an 

there were but few Uarried Ladies who ee names were not in scand 

coupled with some gentle~' or another. I must candidly say I 

never met with such an assemblage of beautiful Women as at Cal

cutta; it appeared aa if our. natiYe land had bP.P.n culled of al 

1 t" faireat flower~ and transported to thia aunny lR.ncl. An un-
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m~rriP.d girl w~s indeP.d to be pitied, as she rouAt have attraction 

of the very firAt order to ensure at leaAt coro.:r~on attention. 

India is little trulv known at home; were it, I am sure no Paren . ~ 

or Friend would suffer a young femp~e to visit it, putting deli-

cacy and feeling out of the question and with the prejudices now 

existing, they would have fifty times the chance of getting set

tled at home. 

India is much altered from what it was; immense fortunes are 

ea o-.ily met with; everybody lives beyond. or fully. up to their in

come and many~ consequently so much involved that they have 

little prospect of revisiting their Native country. Hundreds. 

with splendid incomes and establishments, sigh vainly after the 

Land in which they were born. 

Another thing which I particularly noticed was an infiated ail 

(if I n~y ao expreaa it) which ran through their mannera, _cpnver· 

sa tion and euatoma. Each perAon, -rrom the UP.rchant in his Count-

ing house down ~ ~is lowest Clerk, appearing in hiA own opinion 

the greatest Uan in the world--all with such an air of Pomposity 

that I could often scarcely help smiling. You would a1most ~ancJ 

they were each playing a part in a Drama where each endeavoured 

to make himself the greateat man in the piece--ao different from 

the aimplici ty and ease which distinguishes the higheet grades oj 

eociety at home. Mrs.llaria Graham (whose work I regret I haTe 

not yet read l has etrongly excited the ire o! the good .i'olka at 

Calcutta by her censures. I have often heard her work .f'reely 
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canvassed. We generally used to go to the course every evening, 

and there was certainly a very fine display of Carriages, Rorsesl 

etc. What most struck roe was the appearance of the Natives, mal 

of whom were in the habit of attending this strange mixture he

twe ·:n European and Asiatic costwneB. You would see a Horae and 

Buggy that i n style and fashion would not diP:grace some of our 

mnst fashionable resorts, but the driver would be some dashing 

Native in full Eastern costume, wearing perhaps a turban or· 

splendid gold and silver cap, flowing white !Luslin Dre .. peries and 

superb Cashmere Shawl. and then again you would see a booted 

Eu~opean stretching his "listless length" in the luxuriant ease 

of a Palanquin and strangely assuming the conveniences of the 

other. 

We received an invitation from Conny Loll Tagore, one of the 

first Baboos, to attend the Nautchea in celebration of his .Bro

ther's Marriaee and on the 28th January we accordinly went full. 

dress. About a quarter cf a roile before we arrived at the hous 

t.~e road on either side had r>ainted canvass suspended before th 

front of the house a, made to represent drapery. with a profu.sio 

of lamps; near the entrance was a triumphal Arch under which "" 

passed; numerous peons or policemen were placed on each side 1 

keep order, and direct the carriages which way to go. I think 

euch a fairy scene I never wi tnesBed before, it some thing remir 

ed one or 1auxha.ll, though far. f'ar beyond it; but more etrongJ 

1 t eeemed to embody your ideas or those splendid scene a eo vi v~ 
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pourtrayed in the Arabian Nights. After passing under the Arch 

we entered a large square, in the centre of which was erected 

~hat may be denominated a large hall or temple, purposely erected 

for t."l ,=:· reception of the guests. Different small fancy hal.lfl 

were put up in different pn.rtF> of the squp_re in whj. ch were the 

d:'mcing girls:> ann the performru1ce of different Indian Rports. 

/8. though we were early, the place was qu.i te crowded ann on a.ligh t 

ing from our P~anquins we could scarcely Dmke our· way tr~rough 

the crowd; the company was of the first consideration in Cal

cutta, all splendidly dressed and certainly the coup d'oeil was 

truly magnificent. The Apartment was of considerable size and 

square; the roof was supported by numerous pillars which the 

fresh Air passing freely through prevented the heat from being 

too gre~t; they were painted pink and gold. The ceiling was pro

fusely ornamented, and a splendid Persian Carpet covered the 

noor, while numerous Chandeliers added ~"leir brilliancy to the 

splendour of the Scene. At one end was erected a Canopy , under 

which was a throne--~~e destined seat of the bridegroom m1o had. 

not yet F.rrived; it waR raised a conElderable height from the 

ground ~o as to overlook the company; round the room were pl&ced 

bencheR, with chairn in the front; in the centr~ o~ the room wc:u 

placed a very sma11 sumptuout; table, on which were maRRy silTer 

and eold orn~nte containing Attar of roaea and other perfumes. 

Round thiE table etood different Baboos, simply dreaaed in llhit.e, 

with turbane and superb Cashmere Shawls ~rown over their ~1gure 1 
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splendid rings aleo covered their fingers. As soon as we were 

sea ted we had favours brought us, which were roses fancifully tie 

T.i t.~ eilver and perfumed wi t.'Yl Attar, and durin.z the evening y;e 

had frequently freE.h Attar brought and poured over them, - the band 

of the Regiment occasionally playing. After a ru1ort time distant 

;::usic was heco_rd and soon afterwR.rds we saw- the bridegrooru ad\ance 

Ee was sea ted in •=m exru ted Car carried by l.~en, a.nd. precened. and 

followed by an immense nllillber of persons carrying torches. The 

procession s;topped.. Re WP .. s received by the Babco.s with great 

cerem0ny ancl conducted to the throne prepared for him, After a 

Ehort time we went near him; he appeared about 15 years of age ax 

rather a fine boy, but he appeared as if he had just co rue :from tb 

• 
hand of the Sculptor--every feature being firmly fixed and settle 

down for the occasion. Had 1 t not been for a faint movement of 

the chest in his espirations and BOQetimes a slight move~ent of 

Ule eye, he would certainly have been taken for a statue. With 

respect to his dress, there is no doubt but it was handsome but .. 
he was 11 terally so covered with jewels you could scarcely see 

ahat he had on, string upon string of the finest Crien~ Pearle, 

Enera1ds, DiamondE and nubiea, each f)tring increasing in leneth 

a!? it hung upon hie figure. The enm.llest. alas, would have been 

a :rorttme tCI me. On hiJIS ArrnA he had l3a.ngleft C\f every descriptior 

and his hand~which were each placed upon one of hiB knees. were 

loaded with rings. One large RrnerRl.d, -,rhich pR.rticularly tstruck 

my eye, one of the Baboos took off his hand for me to see a.nd 
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when I placed it on my finser it reached to the first joint of my 

finger--it was truly splendid. He wore a pink turban also covere 

l'ti til jey;els, and on one side of it was suspended a large Pearl 

valued at ~o.ooo. 

The Bride a ceo rding to the lJa ti ve cus toL1 was no 'L seen, but we 

understood she was about twelve years of age. Supper wa~ pre

pared in a house near c:-.t hand, but no RuropeanB went to it. WheJ 

we drove away, t.he ga teB "Were on the point oi' being opened w ad· 

rr.i t all the poor, who were perroi tted. t0 ente:r· w .eat the r~r..ain-

· der of the feast. TniP. entertainment waB repeated three nights 

ru1d was for the express amusement of ttte Europeans. ~1e natives 

had their aroueemente the following nights. I forgot to mentj.on 

that the celebrated Dancing girls were there and that 1 was roucl1 

disappointed in their performance. They lmve scarce1y any move· 

roent in the dance and it appeared to me noU1ing but a continued 

taking off and putting on of a veil, accompanied by the tinkli~ 

of the bells on their h.nklets. I was alao much disappointed in 

a. "celebrated singerll who was there, but this is a Illatt.er of ta: 

There was a beautiful e.xhibi tion of skill in the use of the ewo : 

which was fearful but pleasing. They were, 1 ·· believe • Cashmeri. 

l!en who performed and consisted of a aeries of evolutions, plac 

ing the point of the sword in their mouths and then i"lying roun 

with the greatest rapidity. They had a wild appearance, havine 

profusion of long black hair hanging about them, with fierce 

black eyes and beautiful. •u~tft of white teeth. All these peetpl 
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we understood, had upwards of £50 per night each person, and the 

whole expense of the weddins from three to four lac of r~pe e s, 

which is divided be-, "t:een the two fP...r:Ulies. One Ba.boo, Y...i t!smohrne· 

chunder, told me that all they cared to get money for was ·::.o 

8pend in Tiautchee and that none of them wished to die rich. 

During our stay in Calcutta we went to J$ar rach.--phoor. Sir 

Charles .Ff,tcalfe k:i.ncUy 8RVe roy husband perLilifH~ion t o select any 

Animal in t.~e Park he rn.igh t wish for pro vide d he did no t fix upo 

anv of the r~ver.nnr'n Pets, for th?. purpo~e of taking home. We 

were much delighted -r.ith thif3 excursion. The Park is truly ro

mantic, reser.a.hlin,g our EngJ.iFJl Park~ nt home; a.~ we rR.:.'!l1Jled R.bo\l 

it I could alrno ~ t fancy myself in dear England once more. We we 

much disappofnted with the Animals which were very few in n umbe:r 

a."ld of a common description; the only one worth wit:ihing for waR 

fine Rhinoceros of enormous size and apparently very savage, ~hE 

we understood was a great favourite of the Governor. This beau ~ 

ful place which has been formed at an enormous expense (being m< 

ground) is in a state of great decay and. I believe, i~ not in

tended to be kept up any longer, economy being the order of the 

day. We dined in our boat and left the place with feelings of 

regret. As we passed the banks of the river on our return home 

we perceived a large fire on the beach and were informed that t 

Na ti Tea were buey in burning the body of a Rindoo. ny huabMd 

being deeirOUA of seeing the CP.rP.ro.ony landed, Md !rom the ooat 
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percei veci. the corpRe was br0n.ght on t..'I-Jf: bedstP.f.f, on vrhj_ ~h he hnci. 

G.ied. Rnti was then laid en the pile of v.rood, 'f!hich we.s p,pt, f5.re tc 

'by his friends. 

,s:rea test in eli fference, busily ero.ployine thensel ve!? in thror.in.s 

fresh wood on the fire. ClOE' ·~· to us, 1 perceived. o.pp c-~rently 

BOm8 dead Anirral upon which two hungry savase dog6 ~ere feeding, 

but upon nea!"er inspection it proved to be r:.. huna.n body, throY.'n 

on the be [~Gh to d£~cay or be washed. a\'>ay by tht: tide. 1 vras inex· 

preseibl~r shocked and roy husband went c:..nd aslced the l'!c>vtives to 

burn the remainn wi tli thos~ of the other perBon. but t:ney '-~ou.ld 

not hear of it and quite laughed at llim 1 saying he 1H".F. not nne o : 

t."11ei r en.~ tP.. 

About a week before we J.e!"t CaJ.cu.ttP.» we broke up housek~epin, 

and went to Spence' f3 Hotel, and on t.he 2Gth. Feb, we Rt J.enzth 

~t off v:i th A. fair ~ind for cleR.r Enzl?.nd • 

.. 

• 
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A c;rea t r<l2.ny 

~ ~ G..tives cr:.;r.~e off to t: ·iP. filJ.ip with t11P.ir er•odr::. for 6::-.lr. .. Went on 

shore with ~.:.ias hoberts; the landins trul~T terrific, the breakers 

of euc1·. an enorNOUF; £ize, 1 was ruc,z·e ter1·ified b~ t.i·tis t1-~a.n EJ.most 

anythir•[; since I hac'. left homt:-. 

:·re r,ta.id at Gre.nt's 'hotel of which pla.ce 1 ca. ;·mot spec..k ve~· 

cc;urr:;c to hear· the ba.nc1. The dr·i ~eE E.Ie ver:·· excellent, :fs.r· su.r

passin.s thoEe <•t CucuttE., tho 1 altc.geu-.er ~he place had. EOH'. the 

appearance ofF- Country town P*fter the busy gaiety o:f Calcutta. 

Ly hur;band dined. a.t Gover:nruent l-louse and. received i.!.uch kinu a. t-

tention from ~ ."ir.Luehington, the Governor. r.et SP.ret Rough, an 

old friend. 
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St.Helena. 

Anchored late in the evening. June 1st. The firr;t appea.ra..T'lce 

of thE I slanu is very desela te and its tarrEr .. ap;>eara..nce filled 

LLE with li1el2..llchClly feelings, for who ca.n se€ t.hi s spot. r.i thou t 

'ih e Islanci consif;tB of c:~ succession of barren hill~ of im::1ense 

be very strnnzly fortified and 1 fl1.ouJ.c: suppcRe irapre.snalllB. 

Early on Thur-sday Horning ~r hunbr~nd. took I'1,YFielf F~nd :.'J. f;R 

Roberts on shore; we ctai.d at c=~ :Bo&.rd.ing EousP kept by l!Js .. Ryr1 

where we V~ere e:xtrernely comfortable and ti1e expense ;:;.odel·ate. 

Lose on Friday at 6 in the moi·ning G.nd went in a, Chn.ise wit. 

my hustand to see Buonapa1·te' s tomb. I think I never· enjoyed n 

self more than I liid this duy. TI1e ascent was very steep .being 

by a winding road cut out on the side of the Lountain; the pre 

vailing feature Cli. t..lle country -u-.~.rough which we pnssed iras a s1 

rile barren desert with an occasional green ]>ntcl •• -..;e first "" 

sited the tomb which is situated in a ravine. An old Serge~,t 

has a Sen try box placed near the en trance in which he keep A a 

book for visitors to place their names. I do not think the gP-l 

ra.l _sketc}:les of thi H to rub faithful. The t.Clmb iA encloAed in fi. 

aquare iron railine R1ld 1 s a large plain At.Clne wi thC\ut nnv .. 
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inscription, the whole is again enclosed in another railine at 

80me distance from the other; the intervening space is plP..nted 

rl th willow trees. 'Ihc original r.ill.ows from w!1ich U1e Coffin 

was lo;;ered into t..."le Vault are in a state o~ grea.t dec:~.y, pu.rtly 

I should pres'.llne i'ron: t."le= vicissitudes of the Bl]a.son a."'ld pa:clly 

from the nuiner·ous visitors u~a t visit t:~e tohlb c2.rrying ~":..)' 

pieces of the::1 as ruei.ilentos; t:-1ey are almos-;;. bent to ~1c; ~round.. 

T'r.:.:= tor:.-u is prettily situated. in c.. n~r·ow ~ ·.z~.vine on ei L:-i ·~::: · sid-= o 

take a nen.r cut ant'i, ins tec:-.d of .returninz to u ·;.:.:c Cha.i ~e, t~, I1CHL'11 

t."le opposite rooun tain, but aoon ni tterly r~ptcm te;'i, aE i..he c.Br!en t 

was so steep I C iY..U.U. scp..rcely Dl.Ount it. 

We next proceP.d.ed to Longwood .rulcl every step we went the coun-

try becrume more dreary and barren, and at lene~1, upnn the ex-

treme point of one of the JllOuntai:lR, unpro tee ted by trees and RJ.. 

mo ~t destitute of verdure • we beheld t11e house that had been the 

residence of :Napoleon -EuonapartQ. The house has been conTerted 

into a Farm Houee and in ti1e room in which he died there is a 

large ~11 erected; ~~e bedrooms are converted into stubling and 

altogether it nasa desolate neglected appearance. I am eurpris~ 

U1e present occupier does not keep it in better order as he must 

make a coneidera.ble sum by shewing persons visiting t.he 

island without making a pilgrimage to it. :By way of :refreshment 

you may obtain 1lillc and Beer. We did not go to the new house 

which is erected in a valley close by and is prettily situated, 
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but went to lLr.Scoles' to inspect his Uuseum. llr.s, is, I belie· 

a genUeman of private property and raost liberally permits stran 

gers to have access to his collection of curiosities which we we: 

surprised to find so large and so well arranged. Ria daughter, 

charmins little girl about ten years of age BhP-wed it to us and 

dieplP.ye<t an intelligence far heyond her years. AA we descended 

we saw one large Party winding up the hill and it hp_d a ro0 st pic 

turesque effect, the Ladies in a Carriage and the Cavc>~iers on 

Horseback. 

1 was extremely tired when 1 arrived at Krs.Eyre's and the 

sight of breakfast was most welcome. 

Saturday. Rose at six and set off with my husband and Capt. 

Vander to ascend the Chain Ladder and visit the Observator 

i.ly good Man did all he could to persuade me from the attempt, 

~eeling certain I had not sufficient strength, but womanlike 1 

was obstinate and we commenced the ascent, but when 1 was about 

quarter of the way I felt myself so exhausted I did not know wha 

to do, and I must .confess I was quite unnerved when I turned my 

head and saw the awful precipice beneath me, At t~is moment, il 

b:--..re-foo ted li tUe Urchin crune Ringing and Rkipping u.p; I asked 

him if I waA half-way up. "Bless you, no, l-!.a•aro, not a quarter. 

There waa a man killed last week goine up. • This was quite 

enough ~or me and I was glad enough to yield to my dear R:usband' 

entreaties and return.· We then went the Carriage road up and 

soon reached the ObserTatory. 
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!Lr.Friend wa::: much gratified by his visit to the Observatory 

and pleased with Ur.Ib erson the Astronomer residing there. wbo 

~ppeared very indefatigable in his observations and spoke highly 

of the state in which the instruments were ke pt and of their e:xce 

lent acijustments. He nade several observation:: himself and went 

again in the evening by apJlOintment. 

SundRy. Went to Church in the roorninz. After tiffin went 

on bonrd the Ship, sailed on UondRy evening, ~une 6tt1. 

-.. · •··· p • ....... 
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Ascension. 

Six hours at Ascension. June 12th. Uade the Island early in 

~~e morning and was pleased with its appearance. llatthew intendE 

to lay off and over and send on shore to see if he could procure 

some Turtle. As we passed to the 1\.V.'. of t..h.e Island we perceive' 

a Barque at Anchor and to our greal amazement a pretty little to, 

soon raised its head. We had heard that a small party of Uarine 

~ere stationed frtere but expected to find them in the rudest 

state. A Boat soon came alongside to kno v; if we wished for a su 

ply of Turtle and we were informed that ULey were Government Pro 

perty and sold at 2:10;0 a head round averaeine from 2 to 8 cwt. 

'lhey did not wish to receive m.."lney but would T.f. ther tSJ.ce things 

exchange. I was very anxious to eo on filiore and after some floli 

citation roy husband con~ented to take me. I waB soon equipped a 

lowered into the Turtl~ boat as no time was to be lost and aoon 

safely reached the Shore. Here to my great astonishment I per-

ceived an excellent Pier with a Crane on it and an excellent ac

commodation Chair all ready for ~ reception, and I was soon 

placed upon terra firma. I was almost disposed to rub my eyee 1 

ask if I was awake so much surprieed was I to see the numerous 4 

ertions made on thi e spot. So little being known of the Settle· 

ment, I was quite unprepared tor it. On my landing, an Officer 

in the llarines who had •uperintended my ascent came to m::t husbaJ 

and claimed acquaintance -with him having. repeatedly met .him at 

- - ----- - - - - -
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Earron (';arrows. A joyful recor;ni tion took place and v;e i.n'led.i

atP-ly went to hiR hou~e to Her. J.~s.Evn.ns (hin Wife~ r.ho ,m,F: the 

cnJ.y r~a.d~r in the Island. On the road J. was introd.u.cec1 to t."l-J.e co rn 

ma.ndA.nte. Capt.Bates. a most GentlemP.nly Han . He '\7ct8 so kind as 

invite us to dine at the J.',esP. but ~r husband declined, being an

xiouE to return to the Ship. 1 found L~rs.Evans a most pleasing 

female; shP. was very elad to se e rue, it bt:; ing a rare occurrence 

for her to have a fe ::m.le visitor. ~he had a s weet little girl 

who~ 1 was n uch taken with; the child was not above five years of 

age and having only been eight months on t..'i-le Island her recollec

tions of England were very vivid; her little spirit cherished it 

remembrance as the brightest spot in the world. v.re were soon or 

talking terma and I :felt almoat a feeling of pn.in at hearinz her 

-· ·innor,ent prattle and regretf3. She asked roe if I was 1"roro .F.nz

land? and t.hen quickly added; .. Dear Mrs. Friend, of all the pf\Xtt 

of the world 1 have ever been in I like F.nelanct bP-flt." "But whE 

have you ~ver beP-n, my sweet child?" I replied. "Nowhere but he; 

and EnglRnd, but I like England best. Did you ever taste its 

cherries a.nd 1!trawberrie8?" and ehe gave a loud smack ... -i tl1 her 

little roey lips. I promised to send her some pears I had on 

board and was again asked if they were English, real English 

pears, trtreet pea.ra?" to which I was eorry to give a negative, 

haTing brought them from St.Relena. 

After t.a.ktng some tiffin, we proceeded to take a walk and eee 

the wonders or the place. o"f which they aaid there were but few. 
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:r;u ~ not ex-=>ec t; nz to Bee ~r L~in~, e1rerytl'd.ng appeax-er: in <.P.reP.. tin 

to m.P.. '~.'e first went tC" the Tnnk which is c-.J.moB<·, finished. F.nr. co 

si Rts of threP. chnr:iber~ which hole' .. rm ir,rtlP.nfi~ qu.c:.nti ty f!f We. ter, 

believP. 600 ton!'.. :tt hP.s bP.P.n fo!l1ed out of tile: Et.lid :rocl: R.n-:1 

munt. have 1>P.en ?.. sregt undP.rtaJcir-J.B. At rn·eeent thP.y n.re on Rn al 

lowance of water, hrJ.f a gF..llnn ?. dP._:J, the water being brought 

from tr<e r.~.ountain, n. dit7tance of about F.even miles, in cc-..rts. 

Tney h~wcl made two t~o..nks in the mounta:i.n to receive the water as 1 

dropped from the sprine but during the heavy rains they were wasb 

ed away and they YFere rr,uch alarmed lest they should lose the wa

ter altogether. Since then they have bored and have been succesf 

ful. the srLaft having four feet and half water. The whole 

strength of the Island is now employed in laying down Iron Pipes 

.from the mountain to the tank which is now in t:"le town 1 

t.~en they expect to have an ample supply not only .for their own 

use but R1. so be able to supply filiippin.g. We founrl that they can 

. supply Ahipping with ru.r..o F;t everythine they may want at Governme1 

priCF.f:., not even excepting VegetableP. and Fresh Stock. They ha., 

200 Acree in the IUOuntain in cul ti va tion with about 2000 head o! 

Cattle. A Captain and 100 Uen are atationed there •. ! need ~t 

eay there are no shops in the town, everything is station. What 

ever ~teres you take are paid !or in London. we called in to ae 

~~e lless room which is extremely comfortable, and w~re introduce 

to l!eTera.l of the O!.fice~a, there are eight stationed on the Is

land. One of them, e. l!r.llC Arthur ~ewed me some sketchea he ha 
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taken of different parts of the Island: they were exquisitely don~ 

We then proce;">. ded to the Turtle Ponds of which there are two, and 

saw I should think some hundreds of TurUe of enorr:'lOUR sl.7.P-. 'n1ey 

take them on thP- ?.~oonligh t nights on the sru1dy beaches when t.r.ey 

come on the beach to deposit t."heir Eegs; they then brine t.lter: to 

the PonrlFJ where they keep thP.fll r F- Rny for thP. Shi.p :p ing. The aver· 

age sent off the lRlnnd varieR frorn ?.00. to 80.0 the yen.r. ThP-y 

mentioned afl E singulA..r t."ling that when t.ltey firf=! t seP. the tu.rtle 

they P.re very small, not near so large RS the palm of the hp..nd, 

and that they then di sapper-~r. and they never find ther;:. in any in-

termediate size, only returning when they have attained their fulJ 

growth, which it is supposed they do very rapidly in five or se-

Ten years. Capt. Bates gave me a small pair of them. he also 

5ent on board a fine large one as a present for the f~ng. 

We went to the place where the Soldiers are stationed and en-

tered one of their cottages which was a perfect picture of cle<~j 

ness and comfort •• Altogether there are about 360 SOuls in the Is· 

land.. 'Iwo slave ships had been tRken by his lia.j esty• s CruJ ~ers 

and the slaves lud been Ret nt liberty on the Island. but they 

could not set them to work or do anyth5.ne -ror their support. but 

t.ook to atP.al.ine and robhing the houAe~, so th.at they hP.VP. been 

obliged to aend part or thern back to Af'ricn., and the rent will 

follow by the firat opportani ty. We Tisi ted the different work-

~hop~, the Farriery, the Cooperage, etc, etc., not forgetting the 
. . 

Chokey or Prison. Capt.l3atee told us he never infiicted any otheJ 
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punir;}u',cnt 'tt.Lt solitary confine:nent nnd found the sye 1.ew n .. '1Ewered 

"!.'e haC. c:. gre~t ;:.:J.ny Geologic El s:pecimenE civen us, one of t.her.: 

clc £ely r e se:-:-,bled ilie Scotch Granite and. it=> fc un,:. in 'L"tlat part of 

not Bucceeded in having n garden near the town. Capt.P.ates has 

c.lso cor-umenced building new Bc>~rracks. a Fort, anG. various other 

improvements. We vi gi ted. t..lle Stables where t..'ley had c~ few good 

horses. 

I! at thev.· examined the sn:a.ll turtles and noticed as a peculiari1 

the immense size of their heads which is about one third the ~ize 

of their bodies and of their fins which are full two thirds the 

length of their shells; their fore fins 1 t appears to be their 

general position tc lay on their backs. The top of the ahell as· 

sumes a Coronate appearance which is not the case with t."'le full 

grown Animal • The Bhell is iroagina te yellow and very di a tine t· 

ly notched. 

The Barque which was at anchor, on enquiry, we .found to be the 

~illirun J3rown of' Scarborough, Capt.ReA.d. She went on th!!! Rocke 

to the Windward. of the lflland and ha.d I!UBta.ined considerable 4&~ 

mage, making eix 1'eet water when brought to the bey, -they were 

.-<'~ 

~J __.. 
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, ._. .. "$-' ·' • .J.-



J.lC. 

oblige~ to ta.k~ a.ll her Cargc out anC:. thoroughly repai1· her • 

.. 

[ ~ .""'· .. l " 
~ ...... ...... . ~ .-........ . et 
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